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| (Wherein our Reflections are carried on to | 
| the Grace of our Redemption, by God 
manifeſted in the Fleſh.) With ſome oc- | |þ .. 
caſional Thoughts on a late Author or 


| two's unhappy Notions in relation to | | Y 
this Subject. e f 


By a Presbyter of the Church of Dai 
God made Man upright, Ecclel. 7 


Non multo poſt in ſtitutionem humani ge- 
neris, placuit anime per liberum Ar- 
| bitrium ferre ſecum quandam velut po. 
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tentiam Naturz ſuæ & deſerere eum a | 
quo condita eſt St. Aus. Qu, Evan, |, 2. 
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N this little Tract you muſt not ook 
#0. have your Fancy amus'd, and 
Jour Curioſity - tickled with Mat- 
ters of high Notion and mere Specula-. 
tion. I confeſs my Subject, if I had given 
' way, wou'd eafily have led me into them. 
I might have took. the Trouble to enquire 
nicely about the Situation of Paradiſe, . 
the Diſtance of Time from the Creation 
to the Fall, the Condition of Adam's Chil- 


. r 


before the Fall, . the Influence. 5 Eve's 
Tranſgreſſion ,.in caſe ſbe had flood fingle 
in it, &c. But as theſe and ſuch like 
| A2 _ © Queſtions 
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dren, if any ſuch there were, hegotten "of 


[ | e paſt Ages, as becauſe the Holy Ghoſt 
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1 25 Nee pre away the Striptures from 


vi To the Devout Reader. 
© Queſtions, are but ſolemn Im pertinen- 


dies, 
dueierni 


nothing F behind JubPantial, for Convi- 


oints barren for Eternity, that if * 
ud, wou'd evaporate and leave | 


&ion or Improvement, ſomething rather | 


near of kin to the unhappy Fruits of the 


Tree oſ Kriowledge: 0 1 card not to . 


medale with them, as well for that I pre- 
tend not to draw the, Curtain ther hac 
+ | big eſe Setrets from which dedret Heads 


fem to diſcourage em by givi 2 6 * ſuc- 


| ef Chin, Bd 70 walk 1 nk 
th of p ractical vinity, that I mi 

he SR og  ParticulaHy as ts Origindl 
Sin, where the being too rarious and Ar- 

native ght be __— *irb most 

zard, till be found, I tread warily , 


val State öf Things. © 


i, not de/ertipg the Article of our Church 

toneerning it, nor yet deter minn 

what "Pint ent had b had nor 
awaited it (all After- Acts of Grace 4 de 

| confidered ſeparatgh 2 7 7 a&ual or volun- 


4 


- * Foo. : 2; rating the Di. 


— 


_——— 


4 . Js ond yet 1 do nat. cht Ts 
Reflections. 


' aging Jbl quother, 
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or. it in any of my 
ſtory I build upon, 
oy. Mind, in 4 fl Stare; bouſe of Hints 
improvable tu t bat Par paſo. I i indie 
a ele Kthicks. 4 Fialdaf Mü 
ter opens 10 in every Paſſage, aui 
the Sentences. that: Being once. read, fla 
an uſeful. Truth in our rr. 1 


LES l dss d 8 on th | 
. be, e deer f deer W_ 

bave.s generuf View of Providence, us | 
it fund in relation to Mankind? Here "I 


e eee 4 


potion. Wan 
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4 * te well Len 
a, | - 


:ho'. ſo wary flares W 


nw Fariations that the" Difference of Caſes | 


dan ' min em ap and af itn 


| . violated the O 


g vil 'T6 * Devour Readers 
with the Sleights"and s "of © bur 
Grand: Adverſary the Pei Here is'to | 
be bad a Specimen of his Subtilty and 

GQuile; The Schemes of future Practice 
are laid down, and be is ftill true to bis 
firſt Plan, abating only for ſome ſmall i 


arb require. Mud we know Nature 
and all her Movements, where our Souls 


ars ſofteſt and moſt yielding" to Temptati- | 
on, and what is the Handle we give - | 


Here the: et Spr and moſt im 

ble „ ne \ N 
pointed. to. aud wwe be aſcertained of 
an eſſential Connexion between Ha | 
ja, Religion? Here e ud A Breach 
made upon both at once, and that what 
of ile one, ſhut 
e.. ee from the Scar of the other. 
„ad we, in ſort, be as much the bet- 
ter for our firſt Parents in one Senſe, as 
does are 7725 worſe in ql} that is, be 
wie at the 3 Folly, fand 
tte firmer for. their wi e 
= Joſt Paradiſe for us, gain Heaven our 
{rag Here re 6 b * "wm _ 


r Record of 'God's Wee * 
| ber. Deſtiny, Becauſe God will not d 
4 eon to give bis Bleſſing in one Ayo. % 
ice hat which he curs'd in another. 
= Moſes gives us theſe Things for Prefs 
P, _— us to draw 
eonclufons. This I have done in 
4a eee ie wal a7 Ta 'd. Tilt 
YZ Thad wich finiſh'd em, I did think 
was got into a Track almoft by my ſelf 
= $::beMcthodof — the t, 
und the . 5 of the Travel 
me diffi 


2 bring 
falf happily back'd by. bis 

ho cou'd not diſmiſs any Particular of 
wiki ory hand, 2 — bim bee 3 


„Ates 4 like ” 7 
ture, but that very briefly: And perhaps 
pubere the Matter roſe with. ſo 
wuitfulneſs, ſome Advices. ve drawn 
Mt at length, had been better glanc'd at 
only, and ſo left as Texts for thee, Rea- 
any 10 preach 10 thy * upon at e. 


every ſtep I took, But 
on My. Mede afterwards I foung 
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—_— be bucrprea %, than which none can 
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7out Reader. 
The. Reaſon. 2 hinges Im ſericſyd 
conſequently lies in @ lit#ie 
 compaſi 3 bus 
the improving Part, and you know he 
that has Fancy to enlarge, has not always 
Judgment 0 contract. Befedes an Ex- 
 largemont ſometimes Makes vp in Uſe whay 
# wants in Art, as it places things in dit+ 
fereht Lights in regard to the ne 
INCA of the Readers. ey 


13 Ghoice of of my Subject Fa will 


[MHA TT WY FTE 


tone wore home #9 the greazeft 
all Mankind z and to the 
igencics of the Times, which have given 
much into Sce and in no Inflance 
more ian in that of . r down-the 
Moſaic Hiſtory My Piece, not 


Goveetns of 
Ex- 
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Oi 

10 

* $9+4 I 
worth the ting. Nur can I be / 4 to * 
fl 

4 
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- give dart and uncomfortable. P s: of 
Man's Condition; becanſe n 
does not {et in a Cloud any more i han 
begins in one. I tate our Redemption 
imo the Account, and ſo the frigbiful 1mas 
ges bf our Fall go aff as the Shades of 
* in the 3 of the mg” 


it 


There 4 is one thing more I wou d * no. 
ties der which, for ought I knows, ag is 
rofand in need of an Excuſe, vis, 
The Freedom 1 take in introducing Adam 
Eve, tbe one writh the other; yen, the 
one. for the b, a ee | 
happens. to tie upp in my Ton 
except where their /avernl 4 
hes, 7 mein, Pa Colin A 
I conceive, Circumfrances, © 
Neatneſs of Relations, an : | 
dere gt will dear me o 
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However as to the main of e I 
doubt not but I ſhall be pardon'd, as eafily 
as I can pardon my ſelf , for thus laying 
out ſome of the looſer Hours which ha 
Th 3 Temper, and an unemplo 97 4 

is but a more ale 
Fes of laden 5 if not follow'd with Re- 
Nection; and Reflection itſelf is no better 
if it does not ſome way or other profit ' 
Mankind. Now all other ways of profit- 
ing being well-nigh out of my Power, I can 
but endeavour it this, that is, by publiſb- 
ing the private Exerciſes of my Retire- 
ment, by which, if 1 ſhall not benefit others, 
I have my le. But, 


SS.. SNS ae 


one ſober Impreſſion, you will remember to 


xũ To the Devout Reader. 

.. But, good Reader, before Ilea ue thee, 
. Thave a Requeſt or to to drop withthee z 
That where-any thing may ſeem to carry 
more of the Warmth of. Temper and Ima- 

_ gination, than of the Coolneſi of Reaſon, 
Abou wilt turn thy Eye another way, to the. 
Honeſty of my poor Endeavours, and that 
if thou findeſt thy ſelf beholdento them for 


4 give God the praiſe, and me thy moſ fer- 


vent Prayers (who cannot more defire than 
need them) at the Throne of our Holy 
Saviour, > ys N vs 5 
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$1 Discounsk on the STATE of Inxo- 
N the FALL of Man. 
40 eee 4 vp 


IM 0 N G the mary” ap arty 


— the Holy Writings, 1-know 
none more engaging than this, 
that they carry our Reflecti- 
ons back to the remoteſt Antiquity. 
For the Soul of Man ſtands affected to 
Hiftory, above all other kinds of Know- 


B ledge 


7 


that attend the Study 


9 


2 he Paadiſiical State. 
ledge; nor can it — too long a Reach 
deed moſt eaſie, when ſhe is poring on. 


the Memorials of former Times, and re- 
Tents nothing ſo much as a Stop in her En- 
quiries; as if ſhe were a Being intereſted 


in the whole cons F d. Nature, i Tis 


* Y £ 
Ry... * 
a . 


all the Revolutions of. Providente! The 
Bible tferr of all Books, will be beſt able 
to gratifie her; as preſenting us with Va- 
ture s Origin and the frft Draughts, as 
well as the After-Works, of Providence, 
and — 2 is mare copeer mg ſtillh che 
Hat of our ſelves. "This, becauſe it 
is ſo concerning, I ſhall now conſider very 
n ſo far as Pm let into it by the 

ipture. Now there are two ſides of Hu- 
mane Nature, that deſerve a View, a bright | 
and a dark one. The Former ref it | 
as it came out of the Hands of God. The 
Latter was 2 Conft ing ler 
in the Hands of its own * Caunſel. I in- 
tend Both for my following Meditations, 
but the latter chiefly ; becauſe it is the 
ſide that lies moſt in view, and we have 
the ill Luck to be beſt acquainted with it. 
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4 1 5 i Fe 7 
know it not, and ſo the firſt Years of So- if 
wereiguty are quite i 8 them. But 
He took State u . With his earli- 

eſt Breath, and as ſoon as his Eyes were 
opened upon the 7orld, ; ho beheld him- 
ſelf the W init! 3 
ot ho more ſolemn In. 
b ee Ew Aſfumption of 


En —_— ©. 
— 4 of * 
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| n er e N ite, the dtinth 
BY Greation', 8 40 "tis like, 
th "by! een, 2 — *that for that time 
rl ſed of their ' Motions;) like ' Natwral | 
i Sf jefts, devoritly thron . to do Homage 


— * —_ 
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At his coming, and with), receive their 
f Names "frm kim as Marks f his Pro- 
lety: _— ON y it became a ſtand- 
ang 1 With them that every Animal 
quid be wholly his for Duty, for Or- 
mament, or for Delight. 80 when he 1 
calld-unto N —— . in 
# R 


token of Reverence; 4 — 1 
was no ſooner aeg than executed. 


1 hood honed Yah, habe, to. Fg wc RH ey <a — 


Do but ws if-yoy can, the in f 
Ward C of a gOOd King placed 8 
Over a we 60 le, N have a faint n 
Image of that he the kind "Oc- ae 
-cifion;) iFor what FS. t as Power, e as 

| cept the Obedience is paid to it. 'Tis A 
Dan eo Pe nn writy; * 2 2 
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He a not eee 5 
ward live independent 0 K s Animal 
out ward Nature, but ail dae (ies ng 
he Tribute flowed from 
her eaſily. The Earth's Productions W 
eee 5 and what is our 
IDay-Labour',. was his Inheritanee. He - 
did not receive his Life at firſt ab. 
lutely confirm d for Per E ba but yet 
he had at hand f the! 
ſignified at leaſt, it ſhould - 9 wh 
God ſaw convenient. He did: not ob- 
tain a Patent for Soth, amidſt his other 
e as if dern thereby to ſit 
ſtill and way: himſelf up (as-is the Cu- 
Fenn pp Monarchs) in a liſtleſe 
+ Activity; but er-his expetted-Induſtry 
lay in 4 moſt grateful Lung had hes | 
atter for its 3 as 2 no more 


. 4 e him, than tis a Reflection on the 
g to dope 


1 gal fort ſtock 185 
Te X0- » W \ 3} 1 2 
W was richer. in; his Cir- e 170n 
cumſtances, or in his Per- 1 N : * 
ſon. Hie ſhone out Bke the Sun in its full 
Strength, a glorious Piece of Divine Work? 
manſhip: And no wonder, if we regard. 
as well the Solemnity of his Formation, 
as the Pattern after which he was formed: 
All the other Creatures were made by” 


ver % 6. 1 ver. 9. Jer. 1c. ä 
1 71325 3 i 


— 4 


ol Conſequence to be conſider- d in his Caſe, | 


56 _. .The Paradifacal State. _ 
God's Authority; This at it were by his 
_ Wiſdom. There needed no more toward 
their Exiſtence, chan only to Will and ſpeak 
it. Let it beſo, und i wasfo;" But 4 if 


* 


there were ſo many Secrets and Thin 


the whole f Trinity (Remember this is on- 
_ ty #Stoop of Languague to ſet out the great 
Myſtery: of Man) Was ſurnmion'd to con- 
clude upon't; as Archĩtełts ſit down and 
conſult wich themſelves und their Friends 
too, about the Model of thöſe Buildings 
they intend for more than ordinary State 
and Magnificence, e er they actually {et 
about them. They, again, were wroubht 
orf firſt cheaply, If may 10 speak) wt 
more limited Expence of Extelleneies up- 
bon them. But he was reſery'd (if the Con 


deſcenſion of God's Style will warrarit ſack 

a Freedom in ours) for Heaven's ſecond i 

and beſt Thoughts, and hy a compre- 

henſive Stroke of Art Divine, to"be* th 

whole World cit- ſelf in lire. Nor did 
the Deſign ſtop here. At the cloſe of the 


Creation, Man was ſet up in the large 
Room of Nature, for the Picture of its 
Zuilde and Aan ker, God, The common 
Maſs of Matter ¶ indeed contributed ſome- 
thing to his Being, but no more than what 
ee , ne BA 


* Ch. 1 —37 6, 9. | + Ver. 26. * See Patrick 
in Loc. || Ch. 2. 17. WY 
TOE : ſery'd 
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ſery'd to ſpeak the Skill of the Conttiver, 
o- out of the coarſeſt Stuff. he could | 
xife the :moſt, conſummate Beauty. 5 A8 
he Limners Art is beſt ſnown by working 
upon Cuvac. And tho“ his Body, becauſe 
a Body con'd have but faint Traces of 
God's Image drawn upon it, which is Spi- 
ritual, yet it wanted not Characters of 
Dignity: and Grandeur. Wiſdom will mate 
any Mans Fuce to ſhine , and Converſe 
with God on the Mount, we know, left 
a Giory upon that of Aoſes. Now Adum 
enjoying theſe in a ſuperior meaſure, muſt 
needs derive from em a peculiar Splendor 
and Vivacity of Aſpetct. nd hence it was 
that notwithſtanding his inviting Sweet 
-neſs; he ſo powrer fu lhy awed the Under- 
World; as the Circle of Glory ſtreaming 
— Moſes,” made him dreadful: to the 
E ˙— od ot! 0 nn ol WEIS: 
The. . Advantages of his „ „ 
external Frame were very Fc ir 
particular. It was ſmiſnhd N + 
idlat?bace, and ſa knew not the lingring 
* mer of the Cradle, and the Unea- - 
ſineſſes of Growth. It was made immediate 
by God himſelf, and fo ſtood off from thoſe 
VDefecis which proceed from the Weakneſs 
- of. ſerom Cauiſes. It was compounded of 
Elements at perfect Amity among them- 
ſelves, and ſo had a true Taſte of Life, be- 
ing bleſs d in the conſequence with exqui- 
9 B 4 ite 
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fite Health, the only Seaſoning that gives Wi 
4 Reliſh to it. It was endowed with-an 
exact Crafts and Conſtitution; and fo cou'd 
move after its proper Delights eaſily, and 
enjoyed em moſt affectingly. Hence the 
fenſitive Part of his Happineſs we can ima- | 
Sine great, but we are not qualified to pro- 
nounce upon it from Experience. For not 
to mention, that poſſibly ſeveral agreeable 
Senſations were laid to ſleep upon the Fall, 
Wich will not awake again till the Morn- | 
ing of the Reſurrection; neither Faculty 
nor Object was then what it is now. The 
one, as being under the Divine Benedi- 
ction, had a more kindly Flavour, and the 
other, for the ſame happy Reaſon; a much 
ſtronger Perception. The onedidmar' fuf- | 
fer by an over-rating Fancy, ſo as to fall 
mort upon Trial; nor the other by undue 
- Gratifications, ſo as to be over-Wwork'd or 
wearied out. Diſeaſes too were, at this 
time of Day but Poſſibilities, that have ſo 
damping an Influence on the good chings 
of Life: And if any of theſe: Wands could 

have grown ſtale or cheap, under conſtant 
Uſe, there was the Charm of an inexhau- 
ſtible Vuriety to ſatisfy without ſatiating. 
His Pleaſures were diverlify/d exceedingly, 
and no Flower wither'd in the Smelling, be- 
cauſe the guſtful Appetite had ſtill othei 

do fly away to, that wou d keep alive De- 
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fire by itertaining it. 2d nc 
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Nor 


a Nor are we to think that hacer 8 1 
ves Mrhere was any thing groſs Fi de dont | 
an r degarding in all This. Thug k.. 
u'd he intelligent Owner, MH 2900 g. . 
nd Wot only taſted corporeal Delights, x 
ay fincere and pure, without Alloy or 
lixture, but alſo had other Uſes t&.put © 
em to, beſides thoſe of the animal Life. 
They ſerv'd as fomany winning Invitations 
to affect ĩonate Gratitude and holy Medita- 
tion: And while he feaſted his Eye upon 
the Creature, he found his Heart warn'd _ 
ith the Perfections of the Creator ſpark- 
ling thro'-them :: As the Sun is ſeen upon 
our looking downwards into the Water, 
and ſometimes more perfectly than it cou 
be by a dĩrect View. Whereupon he coud 
conti itedly enough ſlide off from the Bu- 
ſineſs of Appetite, to give up his whole ſelf 
o ſeraphick Thoughts, and the Food of 
Angels. Eden was a Temple to him, as 
is well as a Garden of Pleaſure. Somemwhat 
of God — every where; this eter- 
nal Attribute or that; and whatever did 
ſo, the High Prieſt of Nature, inſtantly * 
paid his Devotions to it. Thus divinely, © 
will ſuppoſe, the firſt Hours of: the World 
were ſpent, becauſe the ſacred * Text not 
giving us expreſly the Date of Guilt, leaves 
be- room for Charity to backward it. 
ers — — — * 
Je- *Ch 34 ny 04] we uns. 
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LS "IE We are got inſenſibly in 
ve een. our Reflections, from the 
+. Cabinet; to the jewel in it, 
his upper Part, the S/ ; and what was 
that but a Paradiſe within, yea, an Heaven 
of Contemplation and of Harmony! He was 
vf Age as ſoon as exiſting, as to Bloom of 
Underſtanding, and fo: undiſturbd with 
the Difficulties and the Prejudices of Educa- | 
tion. He needed not to go to School to 
the World of Beings, to learn the Theory 
of their Natures: For how elſe (to paſs 
over the received Opinion, that upon a 
tranſient View he gave em Names expreſ- 
fiye of their ſeveral Natures, which muſt 
be known before they cou'd be expreſs d, 
how elſe cou'd he have govern'd or made 
uſe of em in a way anſwerable to their 
*Natures ? He needed not to ſtudy over the 
large Folume of the Univerſe, juſt com- 
poſed, to get acquainted with its great 
Antbor's Excellencies; for how elſe coud 
he have worſhipped him at firſt in a man- 
ner ſuitable to them, or indeed have held 
himſelf bound to worſhip him? His Know- 
ledge had no other Bounds than a finite Eſ- 
ſfſence et it; and yet it coſt. him nothing, 
| hardly a Morning Thought, certainly not 
- a perplexing one. A free Emanation 
learned Men have thought it from the 
* See Bull's Serm. p. 1179, Oc, | 
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i | Goin of Truth: And it muſt have been 
ar . 3 our Saviour had not aſcrib'd, Afar. 
159 thoſe Words to God which "Moſes 
* f to the Proreplaſ It ſeems, What the 
12 ne viteted; the dther had ſuggeſted. The 
5 FE Wearineſs of the Brain was not yet an 
more than the Sweat of the Brom: If this 
made one Ingredient in he Ae | 
that did anocher. 
elf we turn to Tung 6 4 moral Con- | 
fdetwrion, His ng con od Was as clear as 
the Noon- day „like the firſt 
Running of e G. Snpee or Honey-Comb. 
And what a Solace that was to him, 
* ws of us have hardty Innocence 
fs. He had a Wil indeed. 
3 the trer fide of Liberty, under a 
ſtlendly Biafs toward the Intereſts of Ver- 
tue. He kad Paſſions too; but their Mo- 
tions were as the bubling of clean Water 
Fin a clear Cryſtal that raiſeth no Defile- - 
ment: Holy Reuſon had the chooſing of 
Objects for chem and as to meaſure of 
" lication, might command wem on and 
Fat Pleaſure. "Theſe are not precarious 
Sine ien the mere Reſults at firſt of 
— gay Fancy, or a fine Invention. The 
re ons em all for Truths, by de- 
"caring that God made Man pri ht, and 
1 wou'dReiſon,”tho' there were no Scri- 
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ve been once what he is not now, hat 


, in regard! God, ho is, 40 infinitely, 


him orherwiſe: And, face the Miſery of 


fidnate: Parts-of, his Nature, it tells us al- 
ſo wherein that Happineb conſiſted; even 
in à good and amicable Agreement of thoſe 
Faculties. Such a State of Regularity and 
Perfection, no doubt there was: And what 
muſt be * Fruition reſulting from it? 
Raviſhment-in: kind, and in degree un- 
5 le: As then che Muſiek will be, all 
Charm and Melody, when every St | 
Heaven and Earth ſmiFd-apon him conti- 
nually. Philoſophy unveil'd it ſelf to him, 


| 0ð0 entertain his Mind. Nature laid, al 


Is; himſelf. | Thus was it dove with 
Ma mham the King ef Kivgs delighted to | 
„ ton be gd On 253095 45 4688 
| And here-let us make-a 
Hit Fame devout Pauſe to admire the 
 . «rrounted for. Wifdom of God in his res- 
tion. Had he had à Dominion over the 
Creatures, but uo Talent above them, he 
mad been- but the more maſterly ſort of 
rute. To enable him therefore for ma- 


pture. For Reaſon tells us, du muſt i 


cou'd lie under no Temptation to make 


NMamat preſent, lies in a perpetual Jar or 


br Treaſures before his Senſes... He had 
dee every thing ſubjeck to him, and, what 


| he Paradifitea 


cal Shae 15 
n | 


i 2 *Underftand 
bo their diſputing! that reins wil 
and A heigliten his Obligations 
3 ry he ſtands fingle in that dis 
ine and Privilege. He 
Weir Duty is devolv'd on Man, and ſo 
rith his Month they make their Acknow- 
2deements to God. Had he been a mere 
fant at his fi ſt appearance in the World, 
Wike a Child of hig Deſcent; dropt at h 
zirth in a ſtrange Place, he wou'd: have 
een — give — to himſelf off 
j 15 . when began to think, 
| X poſſibly have thought: himſelf. the 
2 — nt therè- 
— — — ei and Amaze- 
nent, he enters immediately on the full 
and — Exerciſe of his Renſon. Far- 
her bo excite to Anthems of Praiſe, he 4 
ram'd by Poſture and by Diſpoſition, an . 
Obſerver of therkienvens e But to 2 e 
ground ſtilh for! Humility; 101 his | 
dation is in the Duſt. The height lone, "uy 
admire, ande adore the Father of Li eg 
he is made after his Likeneſs :-But left he 
ſhould grow vain upon the Reſemblance 
and — he's left to- hang for a 
Sahſiſtence on the Charity of his Greator, 
- Yea, oſhis fellow: Creatures. That a Senfe 
— . — le. 
*\Te Boyle's Excell, Theol, p. 75, 1 
4 M4920 5 y RES ' 2 


a | . \ 
& his a Fane pct ute jour 
l the innocent Infirmities 61 
Bleep and ger hang about him to Hint 
to bim e 1: 2 leſt tlioſe Infir- 
mities ſhould Taiſe in him, on the other 
Hand, the gloomy tlas if he were 
of no more conſequence to he a mere 
eee for a pur ; wverdant Fruit grew 
| F a. Means my A Pled e 
= laſtly, e e at 12 alid Leith 
for it Elf and its God, the Body was pro- 
= rwvided for without going; a8 twere to Ser- 
nie for a'Maihzenance: But that no = 
„ ities mig ſleep, no Parts not even 

1 . 55 ts be —— — 

-empl 2 Vine toſpfune, as we 
as to ſit under. Thus every Advantage, 
tho' fome of them were yfical in their 
kind, was moral {till in ende: 
And af they had any — hog Al- 
Axys; yet no other tian: What were ke 
ceſſary to keep the Poſſe ſſor of them from 
being — "Te megſure' by the abun- 
dance of his Perſe&ions. So the Seripture 
-draws Angels themſelves -with: Wings co- 

vering their Faces: As much as to ſay, no 

created Perfection cou'd be born without 
ae to qualify! it;; and: Glory, but 
for the Temperings of a Veil might be 
_undone 1 nen — — 


r 4 nn ok A6 i a 5 * 


-tlng. home to each the other's' Talents 
and Complacencies; —_ dire "Light 
18 not 2 than the Reflectioootmtn 


hat the firſt” 


2 bo Ch, 2. 18. + 21. * er. 16, Oc. 
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- "Beh61d-next che Benefit 04 193,” 
deſigned him in a ſuitable ' 1 | 
Companion,” Before, the nal. e 
only ſociable Creature, Was e 
thovaly ſolitary and fo his 20 7 
very Dignities were a kind of Durden The FA 


Prerogative of Speech at leaſt ſignified no- 


thing to him, While there 'was"no'Provi- | 
ſion made for exerciling *t. - 4 

Divine Wiſdom it ef as if diffatisfy . 
little with its own * Oeconomy, 
'nounced- Nature lame and defect ive under 
thoſe Circumſtances. God therefore ſorm d 
out of his Side f Woman, and ſo made one 
Portion of him; an aſſociate for'the other. 


Nom se Delights Hor in thick upon him. 
His great Ideas had a moſt leaſing Vent. 


Sprightlier Images ariſe. Tis not neceſ- 


fary to fuppoſe them endowed: alike for 
the Pu doſes of Felicity. Mutual Deat- 


neſs, and à kind Interchange of Thoughts, 


Virtue too might have been a Gainer by 


ty the After-Gift of Providence. Moft Certain 4 
I Heaven had that in view, when it _ 
Adam the better to unite him. As : 


pears from a remarkable Circumſtante, 
otior toward this; imme 


— ———— — — — — — — 


diately 


— 


77 


dDienam. Thus God as twere tenders! at 


26 15e Partdifiecal Stue) © - 
diately followed the/ Delivery of the Co- 


once a Law. with one Hand, and a Wife 
with bother; 5 Dating thereby, as if the 


| omg? was given on . to be an Hel- ' 


-neet for him in di ng. the former. 
Beſides, I think it may be affirm d (as far 
as Im. aur a Sacrament-of -Marx- 
- .riage ).there Was: omething ſacramental 

to this: ee in, ths manner of Eve's Pro- 
duction for it. d the forward Notice 
taken of her at ang ht, too forward to 
be the pure Reſult of his own Diſcoveries, 
confirms me in this Thought. Adam had 
been in a profound Sleep during the O- 

ration, bat awakes after it into excellent 
. Refiea flectiens. God 1 to him (for 
higher Ends, you may than the 
dull Intercourſes of Senſe ). And he then, 
bs let . the — — Birth by 
iration, cants mo 11010 
mw nit, reads himſelf and Tas 4. 17 — 
Social Morality, in 9 folk — ; 
and ſhe-ſhou'd heneefoxth be were 
one Fleſh, one and the —2 — n too 
in every Action and Scene of Life, and 
' applies the ſame Remarks to all Marri- 
ages in - After-times.. Lea, as it ſhould 
dend: he puts his own Advice in practice 
in in che he very uttering it; I can fancy ſome- 


a. Wn 22 — — —é—U 


— Veraz2, 23, 24. 5 
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The Paradiſiatal State. 17 
ching ſo very good in the Accent with 
which he beſpeaks her, Bone of his Jon, 
© Mend Fleſh of his Fleſh, ſuch Sympathy, ſuc 
i» Mender' Reſentment, and ſuch Joy, that, 
a not go farther into his Hiſtory, 1 
ou'd be apt to judge him but one remove 
from Angelical Perfection. With what 
Advantage however might the well mateh d 
Pair have carry'd on together the ſame Spi- 
itual Concernments; and he, by combi- 
ning his Flame of Devotion with hers, in- 
ereas dem both up to Extafy and Rapture? 
How might they have improv'd the Pro- 
perty they had in each other's Affection to 
the Service of Religion, making Piety an 
2 not an ed 2 3 1 
jugal too ? If their Friendſhip ha- 
thus managed, enn le a a — 
Sicred Relation, worthy of the Miracle it 


coſt Heaven in the making, an — Pre- 
cedent too 1 nd Com- 
binations {1077 0 Trl 4 
But he hac à greater 
Bleſſing yet than that of a Hun Com: 
Partner in Happingſs and in unten with 
Duty, the immediate Pre- Gad. 
ſence of God. Commun -- 
on with his Maker, ſays a Father; Was. as 
natural to him as his Being, and: we may 


—preſume it ſo, as well from the After: con- 
deſcentions of the Almighty to inferior 

ng Saints, Abraham, Moſes, and the Prophets, 
| He 


48 The@aradifiacal State, 
_ Freſh upon hic. Having no Fear nor 
Cauſe for any, he ſunk not under tha Cor- 
lool upon the Sun without being ſtruck 


more then to Adu in the 
r any thing elſe, Bleſſed God 


of the Creature, but of thy ſelf too. The 
bright Idea wou d tempt one almoſt to wiſh 


A — 


as that : Reſenablance' of his Maker. then 


reſpondence; having ſtrong Eyes he cou'd| 


blind or dazled. There: was a 
Agreement betwixt em in Thought and in 


IInclination; and that drew after it off 


-Gourſe ſuch mutual Careſſings as are eaſier Pt 


Amagin'd than expreſs d. We love our G 


Children; becauſe Images of our ſelves; P. 


and wherever a Likeneſs is diſtern'd; whe- ri 


ther of Perſon or Diſpofition, Nature i. 
extremely taken with its own Reflection. H 
Accordingly God, ſhin d out toward then 


= FavouriteDNraught of his Divinity in all 
de Sweetaeſs and Complicency of ob- 


Aiging Greatneſs, and he approach'd God 
with all the Freedom — humble Fa- 
-miliarity of an oblig'd Friend. Bleſſed 
-Intercourſe- of /Endearments 1 + Delight- 
ful to us in the Speculation , how much 

n the Act, ſo delitht- 
fab that. L know not how to! turn off from 


t thou ſhould'ſt be ſo liberal, not only 


back ones wherein our Nature was 
thus honoured: by the Divine; but fines 
chat were a vain Attempt; it helps us ho. 

rn {259,40 At SY Ever 


2 5 5 „ 2 „„ r 
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brer to antedate the Toys of Futurity, when 
e ſhall'be with God in Glory. \ 
No wonder then the Fa- 2 Moral 28 
bers in a pleaſing Rapture ff ione 2 
and Pang of Admiration the whole, - 

thought and ſpake ſo great | 
Things of * They might ert 
a little in 0 pplication of theit 
Praiſes. but they Aide — at all as to 
99 5 Feundation' of them. Th 


1 


he richeſt See of their Fancles; but the 


is Fruition there went far beyond em. As 


on. Heaven, the Ante- Type, confiſteth not. ſo 
the much in 78 Glories as in the gi ck 
Al Viſion of God | 
1b. No Vol ger "Th ene Kae ige 
od ber, and al the Son- of God ſhouted for joy, 
d- upon beholding the new-made World that 
ſed MY open'd at firſt in ſach amiable Light and 
ht- Order, and new- made Man that was with 


ich fuch. iftinaions 9 Aiile e ſet over it. 


ht- ir Hap ppt neſs being finite as is their 
2 dhe and fo progreſſive, and confiſtirlg 
di too in contemplating God, this new Scene 
11 Þy enlarging their otions of the Divine 
che. Attributes enlarg'd their Happineſs at the 


ih 187 1 * and ſo they had the greateſt 


vas Reaſon on their own Account to rejoyce up- 
ce, on it : Tho Idoubt not but the ſweet Genius 
- of the Angels, Self-Intereſt aſide, carry'd'em 
rer out to congratulate the bleſt Inhabitants of 


Place perhaps an ſwer'd not perfecbh the 


Paradiſe. ö 


it: 


2% The Paradiſiagat State. 
| Paradiſe. We alſo may be the better for't 
If we pleaſe; that is, be prepar'd thereby 
for an awful Submiſſion. and Acquieſcence 
umder the fad Inverſion of Things that ſoon 
follow'd; I mean, the lamentable Blaſt 
upon all the Works, of God and human 
Nature in particular. For hence we learn 
what the Goodneſs of God is, how gene- 
rous.and diffuſive, when it purſues its own 
Indlinations, and. that therefore When it 
does not do all the Good that is expected 
from it, tis becauſe it has a. Check from 
Juſtice, and coud not wiſely do it. A Ri- 
ver that has been ſeen to flow with the 
briskeſt Current, but now gently creeps, 
muſt have ſome more than ordinary Ob- 
ſtruction, or it wou d. do {6 ſtill; Conſe- 
quently its Stream is to be acquitted, and 
we muſt allow it to be naturally free never- 
theleſs, tho accidentally confin'd. So the 
Int Bleſſings argu'd the Benevolence of the 
Divine Nature, and tis no ground for 
loubting it, that. they were not petpe: 


2 


bs 
n. Law if Paradiſe Ke. 21 
eim 07-25 en 1114 e 


+. 


< 
4 — & f iS 
115 * 3. > ttt 21 & 7 T: A * on mee 6353 


don ci HC: "HA P II. e e 
lacks 1 oy” 71 2910 111; P. 705 II. 671 2332 2 


e "Paradiſe, und Adab 


arn UE, . 
"wh Bredeh thereapon.. + Kew 8 
wn 1 85 l * 231 DN 30 Ae it} 5A; 
it 7 7 Orwithſiandi the gracious: ſtoops' 
ted od was pl 6 to make, asit Were 
om Burr Mk in his firſt — 

Ri- ations with Man, a Law was ſoon'impos'd- 

he Mo be a Remembrancer of the Diſtancè ſtill 

s, Wetween Finite and Infinite, the Creator: 
de ind the Creature: As Princes will not lay 


ſe. heir Majeſty quite aſide that can'yet draw 
dt in upon Occaſion, It runs this 2 Of ever 
r- Pee of the Garden thou Feely tat; 


wt of the Tree of the Knowl 
Evi thou ſhalt not eat of TL 
hou eateft thereo 
Now's LAW o Kindiiefs rk ne un 
xccount it; rather chan ef Severity, as ſet- 
ing againſt man Conceſſions but dne Re- 


ou'd 4' rexſbnithle Being, judging by his 
Reaſon, think himſelf confin'd amidſt ek 
Liberty? Here Ihdulgente goes along w 
Duty, nd the Prohibition derives a. Sw 
nèſs froni the gracious Overtures hat 5 
troduce it. And art not thou, O 


_ de, farour d * the Lord, fo 


ſtraint, in effect none at alli For how 


£ „ 
s 


ſible of thy 8 as to make the Diſ- 


Gratitude ? Thou axt got tho fur in his Ac- . 


Faith às porketh b Love, wou d h be- 
Sar one that had-taſted at leaR 10 Good 


indeed might be the Jeſs engaging, for.'to 


agreeable, and 


charge of his Precept a Teſtimony of thy 


counts to be able to quit ſcores with thy 
hett 5 but thou wilt pay him what 

ou art able, ſo ſmall an Acknowledgment. MW 
Had you been expected to do Service upon 
the bare Stock of Promiſes, Faith, ſuch a 


laid upon all Enjoyments but one, 


Prętence for flying out and ſtealing in Sa- 
tisſact ion. to a ſtraitned Appetite; yot that | 
Pretence had not amqunted to the Weight 
ofa good Excuſe. But thou art leſt more at 
r very Boſom of Affluence; 

holeParadiſe pf Delights waiteth on thee, 
only. a Eree excepted, and canſt nok thou 
rant the Fraition of it without guſſing it, 
where Fenn axe furnifh'd out 
for thy Contentment ? Io ſacha caſe Forbea- 
rant fure muſt haye a Mixture of ſomething 
8 equivalent even te Frui- 
tion, asian handſome Eflay of filial Duty, 
ſhewing you in your true Perfection. Baut 
if; tbe;Comparativehy; ſmall Reſeryè ſits un- 
eaſy on thee: yet il hon will not dare to 
throw. ib off: Fer in the 


thereof, tun ſhalt ſurtly dye, 1 


egen for pt. there wou d 


* 


thou eat eſt 
Danger, 
I hope 


F 
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ren check à childiſh Longing » I 
cannot. A 
* ſuch Bounty 5 on bee 
1 been e be — inks, ſhou'd 
ve an Impreſſion of this kind; or — that, 
eaſe or terrify into Compliance. But ĩt 
id neither; Adam Mult try the taſt of the 
5 rbidden uit; Will 3 — Endear- 
— — to . at it. boys. 
ead o iſcourag'd; teoſt occafion' 
be Commumlimcut to work-in babe _ manner 
ö *. 1 
an t po 105 
emarking how 2 man 4 mY 
—4 e Reaſon = al 
Thy a Man \ ſhon'd: :cliuſe! Ping 
Wye 5r do ſome Actions, but becauſe 
ey are prohibited. 3 1 God bid the 
radlites riſe and go the Canaas 
205 way wou'd — Fn the Men were 
„ and the Cities imp nable-: But; 
eſbithy ade ede s rbad'ent, they 
you's * eee they dye d for t! 
er 4 numerous and a 
ore N deeper Calm, 
and in gr oe lory than all the 1 
Dir after Am: So chat if State and 
the Pomps of Royalty comb make him 
happy, Ae ſt bed {Fs ofthe Means and 
he End tool N Fol 5 Breſſing ' ſeidom fal- 
ling! te the Share Senna Heads: the 
Fame of Wiſdom was added to-avgment 
| ö IS 


24 The Lam of Paradiſe, akd 
this Happineſs: Notwithſtanding he wanted 
ſomething elſe, even to:krow Madneſs and 
Folly. He male wild Exc ſions after 


Mirth, and Wine, and Women in a farther 
Queſt of true Happineſs; and many evil 


- 


Days paſs d ere he came off the guilty Ram- 
De. Henan, by his own. Confeſlion, be 


had. the Ear and the Cabinet ef Ahaſuerus, 
conſequently, Riches, Honours, Pleaſures, 
every thing, yea, and Reaſon too to 
hope the continuance of them; yet all this 
Grandeur, forſooth, availed; him nothing, 
the higheſt of Subjects, ne 
Aﬀeroat from the very meaneſt i ſteod unre- 
veng d! Thus proge are the Sons of Adam 
to take an! Hint from God's withholding 
this or! that to put themſelves in mind of 
needing it, and to pick“ a Quarrel with their 
own Felicity! But tis not ſo very ſtrange 
fhou d take after their Father in Sul- 
& and Humour. Muck ſtranger he 
ſhowd give the ſcandalous Pattern, and be. C 
ing made the happieſt, become the moſt Wh 
diffatisfy'd Part of the Creation. If Hap-W 
| piteſs can have no better Uſage. than this, A 
'twere pity it ſnou'd be beſtow/d.: If when fr 
in band it cannot engage to Duty, much f to 
leſs will it When in roſpect onhy: And, 
Abbe ade nd Religion, Nhoſe . 


Aides a in veiy train of domeſtick Bleſſi 


Motives at the ſtrongeſt have ſo feeble an! 
Impreſiions .. a e bo art Ws 
lis gh | CHAP. 
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The $ ren ; Tempratin, and what 95 


to male of # ** I 
it, 3 8 65 fl ind tl! 10 A . 7 

vr wis there no Tem ation or the 
Caſe ? Did he Sin perfectly for fin- 
ning fake, or merely to try how Hr 
he: was in God's Favour, and whether he 
could Sin himſelf out of it? No, there 
was à Bait held out for the unmiſtruſtfal, 
and an Hook behind: it. In an evil Hour. 

fallen Lucifer, to increaſe the Number of 
the miſera le, ſets upon the happy, and to 
"_ with Heaven, oppoſes Flattery to Pre- 
As the Natural Serpent lurketh pri- 
vily in the Hedge when he wou'd bite the 

Heel of any nobler Creature that paſſeth by. 

The Fruit that God had ſealed up under 
Character of Unlawful , ſhall be no longer 
thought ſo, if it be in the Ppwer”of good 
Words to inſinuate eaſier Notions of it. 
And he begins his Attack, as we may gather 
from Gen. 3. 6, with Arguments from Senſe 
to this Effect. Behold its Lovelineſs and 
„ inviting Charms, how it ſflently be- 
6c . your Curioſity} and beckens to 
ce you to come near and — :Beſtow 
«2 thankful Look e what makes an of. 
ce fer 


— 
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26 be 8 erpent's ng | 


Vanity, and our Ears 105 hearkening unto 


may and often do become dn otcnHO 
181 do dg e Proviſion! for 


Itheſe Avenues well look d to, ourwärdh Ob 
Jects wWou'd paſs by without ſtaying for! 


than an Addfeſs/to'Seaft.* Reaſon! hi 
Bribe $06, and the Lure-of Knowitedge [ 
 ccondet thzt of Pleaſurae d Behold 


& fer of unknown Pleaſure, and turn not 
bug away from Bleſſedneſs. 


artful A 
79 ory 2 ad by, the P'l 


carries 195 Moral 
warns 

% pee 4 doe 5 mor 
Man, to turn Y out 1 from beholding 


e*outward 


eg, to o laokingtbnewWift Wbenit 
rkles,/ and on Beauty wer it, Due 
I — them. 


bene forcthey diſcharge 
; we af their Frame, and are only 
true to their ire ective Offices. But they 


oUhgleanneſsc/ori Deinen! Al Hip of 5th: 
Bye is more dangerous than hat of the 
Feet, and one Exrot in the Touch begets 
another in the Affections. It concerns u- 
then To keep: with all Diligence, not ou 
Heart, only, but our Senſes tod Were 


wrefſiong and de on d become deaf t 
-the World While we liv'd in it. AE 
But there Was more in the. Tem ante 


ue n eee | 
. 9 ehe ye, len defired All 


mal 


 and'whit Ofe to male it. 27 
© make oye wiſe.” It is a Miſtake then that 
yon are ty d up from it. Poſſibly your 
FJracious Creator had no ſuch Intention. 
His. Words ſure will bear an othergueſs 

* Senſe than what an-il-tim'd Fear, or 2 

mi- plac'd Zeal have put upon them, and 
he will not thank you for the injurious 
Conſtruckion that caſts ſuch a'Blemiſh 
upon his beſt Attributes: Or if this be 
F his Meaning, tis à very unkind one, diſ- 

„ proving him to be gracious. For how 
© can it ſtand with Goodneſs to tantalize 
his Creature, to pretend more Bounty 
than is intended, to ſpread à Table off 
; | eon Things before him; and then damp 
© his Appetite with an Hitherto 8 | 

go in obliging itandnofarther, And what, 
tho' you may eat of all the Trees but 

one; why not of every one? If this be 
not defign'd'for Uſe, what does it here? 
„Cut it down ,- why cumbreth it the 
Ground to your Vexation ? But howe- 

ver, you need not be afraid of taſting it. 
His Cruelty cannot well riſe higher than 

it has done by Denials, and by Threat- 

nings. There is ſome great Good, no 

doubt, which he knows in it, and envies 
you @ Share qf, and : by this croſs Deten- 
tion of one hich Ingredient of Felicity, 

| N ae fad been bountiful' only 

upon Sarprize and Incogitancy, tis plain, 

be has retracted his original Deſign of 

5 F C2 : -* making 


C 
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« wou'd. beat you off with a Stroke of Au- * 


ee Such a one is Satans, and there. 
ore like them he fetches a compaſs about in 15 


ſtand up for his Honour, and is contented 
rc 
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and what Vfe tomale of it. 29 
o lay the Suppoſal of a Reſtraint in point 
, f Pleaſure upon mere Miſtake. And tho” 
u. he preſum'd Miſtake had not the Air of 


Te 


zut Tompliment, there was what wou'd ſoften 
do the Matter, the imputing it to high Strains 
ns. of Duty and Obſervance. Afterwards ha- 
in Neing made way for't by aPretence of Friend- 


ip and Concern for their utmoſt Satisfa- 
ction, he comes out with heavy Complaints 
againſt the Deity, as tho! he had an evil 

ye toward the beſt Work of his Hands, 
and grudg dem the Portion of Happineſs 


hat ſhou d have fallen to them. He helps 


1TP- 
uls 
ird 
his 


24 em too to remove the Commination that 

od ſet as a Fence about his Law, leſt they 
of ; ; | 1e 
ad- Whou'd break in and tranſgreſs it, by mollj- 
ce ing Conſtructions. And to give 4 Fini: 
not ing to his Deluſions, he is for putting 


allacies on them out of God's own Words; 
nd whereas the Tree of Knowledge had its 
ame of God, as well perhaps from the 
vent of Sin foreſeen, as from its Nature, 
e takes Advantage of that Name to repre- 
ent the Knowledge of Good and Evil ſure 
0 follow upon taſting as a State of Perfe- 
ion; conſcious all the while that it wou'd 
de the Reverſe, a State of Sorrow; that 


hey 
irſt 
eſs. 
ion, 
tri- 
oſe, 
the 


ere” 


it in 

ly chey wou'd: know Good only by the Loſs 
To and Evil by the Senſe of "257 wha ga rs. | 
esl But I cou'd not forgive my ſelf if I men- 
ſt tation d not one Circumſtance more, very 
ated onſiderable, in the Temptation, that of 


te C 3 the 


30 The Serpent's Temptation, 
the Perſon it was firſt addreſs'd to. Eve, as 
being Bone of Adam's Bone, and Heſb of bis Wh | 
Held, coud not but have aShare in his Heart Wc 
too, and therewith an Influence on his Be- 
haviour ; and accordingly, no doubt, God n 
intended him in her a kind of ſecond Con- 
ſcience for his Security. But then the In- 
fluence might be either way, as well for 
Eaticement to Evil, as Attraction to Good. 
And therefore the Devil, that he might 
the better purſue his Deſigus on Alam, 
makes her his Tool to work by. I know, 
ſome aſſign the Weakneſs of the Sex, as the 
Ground of that Choice. But what Weak- 
neſs cou'd there be in the Seat of Strength 
and Innocence? The Woman was no more 
Uable to Seduction than the Man, but be- 
_ ing ſeduc'd herſelf, ſhe might help on his 
uction. This Satan was appriz d of, and 
the Event we may read his Policy. | 
„And now what are all the Stratagems 
practisd ſince on their Paferity, but the 
old ſet of Devices ſo many times repeated ? 
The bringing Men out of Conceit with Re- 
_ welation is his Maſter-piece, If he can but 
get us off from our ſureſt Guide, the Book 

of God, and ſet us to reaſoning, he is ha 
py, and can deal with us well enough. We 
are ſoon run out of Breath and into Mazes, 
or led aſide by Shadows and ſalſe Lights. 
He gives Pes, Colours for Demon- 
ſtrations, perſuades us we ſee * 5 
| n | while 
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and ma Uſe tu me fi 31 
as rhile he does but put a Cheat upon us with. 
* ppegrances. Arcordit . tet day 9 Ma 
rt heflet onthe Scheme of Principles whidh 
e. Paß for Solickty and good Senſe Wirk gur 
od modern PFree-thinkers in Religion) and he 
will ſee all the artificial Turnings and Wind- 
ags of the old Serpent in them. Being un- 
der d preternatural Infitmardongsthey fila 
away their Bibles/and afterthey hive tvied 
the Force of Natural Rensen inMattersof 
Religion, which are tob high vor ht, in 
hey are weaty, they centre at length in 
theim, „ ö en T 23igd ie 
But to trage him in Paxticalars : He 
oft do we Rear ſuck*Fleſh<oblightgy!l ans 
guage as this in che Mouchs (oboe 
Weretches chat fight on his ſide, an d ? 
Baſinefs for him? Huth Gad ſuid, ye fall. 
not Partake of every wortdly- Pleaſure. 
every thing that Faney can ſuggeſt, or Lu 
crave? Tis natural to gratify Deſire 0 
the utmoſt; and what is o, muſt de lawful 
too. What are Objects and Appetites made 
for, but to meet lovingly, and create all 
ut the Delights that the one are capable of g 
ok  ving, and the other of receiving? "Freely 
- 4 you have receiv'd,. freely uſe and withhold 
e not your Heart from any Joy, being uſſur dg 
es, withal, that you offend not ; d by afing 
its. your ſelves, -' But admit you did; Mtherfault 
n- were not yours who made the moſt of En- 
n, joyments, but him who adminiſtred them. 
e C4 __ 


32 The Serpents Temptation, 
at then, and live, and be happy without 
int or meaſure. This is plainly the grand 
Peceiver's Philoſophy who loves to tickle 


r Senſe for us, and can be as carnal to the 


ſull in his Reaſonings, as we are in our 
How oft again do ſuch Thoughts as 
theſe ſpring up within us (and wie little 
think ho ſits behind the Scene all the while, 
and is the Prompter.) Hath God ſaid, Ie 
Hall dye Eternaly, for a ſhort Life of 
Wickedneſs? What n is there 
betwixt finite Tranſgreſſions, and infinite 
Puniſhments ? Poſſibly then the Paſſages 
the latter are repreſented by, and Men 
commonly ronſtrue ex preſſive of Eternity, 
are really not ſo, but denote ſome indefi- 
nite Period of Time after which, it may be, 
the damned ceaſe to Be, or at leaſt to be 
miſtrable. But if, interpreted up to rigour, 
they do threaten Everlaſting Vengeance, it 
is but for threatning ſake. The Execution 
ill come ſhort of that as your Demerits do. 
It cannot be but he will diſpenſe with his 
Denunciations either in whole, or in part, as 
he ſees occaſion, ye Hall not dye Erernally. + 
Farther,” how oft do Men wreſt, diſtort 
and bow the Scriptures, the Meaſure and 
Standard of all Truth and Rectitude, to 
their owu vile Purpoſes of deceiving and 
being deceiv'd, hale Words from Senſe and 
Context, rack and torture Paſſages to 
+2 I ſqueeze 
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and what Uſe to make of it. 33 
ſqueeze what meaning they pleaſe out of 
em, or make em . confeſs what they 
ow- nothing of, the moſt rank Abſur- 
dities. And may not this Humour of 
perverting be look'd upon as his Sugge- 
ſtion who gave the irt Inſtance of it in 


„ 
Laſtly, how oft are near Relations and 
intimate Friends, ſet on work by an evil 
Diemon'(that acts unſeen and in the dark) 
to inveagle us into Sin and Ruine? Kind- 
meſs is made the Vehicle of the 2 
and the worſt Propoſals coming from 
ſich dear Hands, are Wallowed in the 
Grols, without Sc pre or Examination. 
Thus our-ſpiritzal Adyerfary trufts Ai to 
the formen Ways of Seducement, as find- 
ing his acebdunt in them, plays the ame. 
Part over again every Day that he did in 
the Beginning, only the Scene is changed... 
Before 1 diſmiſs this ar- 
zument; jet me note wo Morel Uſes, 
Things:- 1. The extreꝶm | 
Malignity of the Grand Apatate. When 
we vie w over the buſie Temptation above- 
mentioned, with all its Circumſtances, . 
how he began-it early, and puſh'd it on 
vigorouſly, loſing no Time + ſparing no 
Pains to execute it; one wou'd be apt to 
think ſome important Concern was de- 
pending, ſome Point of Weight was to be 
Bain d by it, at. leaſt; that he propoſed to 
' "C's; bine 
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"The Sergent's ee, 
cg high Advant 


n the N fat] 7 5 Fe 
a cealing | | 
Devil Ws * other. 6s e 


uy Error of the Ficld : and Bay he loſt be- 
fore, and by worſting Man, to grow a 
Match for God. But we think again, 
we remember he is, 0 it, ſtill „ 
ſpicht of his 
intellige; 2 tyre fo | * 
petting, and 1020 15 is natiye in dern 
cond not check ſuch wild H 
bt 1 erience n War then wa was 
t ſet 1 Woxk to. — at £ 
Rae? Nothing, C 5 Okt = — — ta 5 
X preter-natur cency 
Miſchief, in TIN mi 
deed his Plague „but could, . 
Heve it. He eber not hurt God, Tag's" 


not eaſe Ratten Hurting i hoc; 


1 — 


Creature, M. 175 def new a 
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lucid 2 757 Gay mis 51 oy, is but 
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"and whit fe to mali of u. 1 
no Temptation at all to bea Tempter. 
I ſeems ke edn act without: one, whete 
there's: A Proſpect or Opportunity of E. 
vit; and te fhew he can, he oft prevails 
with us to do ſo too. For which Reafon 
neither ſhou'd we forget to move wari⸗ 
. teftremcg th Men of like Paſſions 
wick our eber, aud ay Caſe, where we 
nceive they <anhotthope' to get by their 
reachery/and'Delaſions.” The bare Theory 
of Humane Nature; I confeſs, while it con- 
ſiders it as Rationgl, will not allow it to 
be miſchieyous to no manner of Purpoſe. 
But alas! Speculation; if we truſt to it too 
implicitery, will deceive us wofuly. The 
World is not grateful enough to our cha- 
ritable Schemes, but quite another thing | 
from what we Kindly draw it in qur Clo- 
ſets. Step but out of them, and you may 
meet with» Men (for the Credit of aur 
Kind, Eil not ſuppoſs em many) that can 
go About the Devirs Work with the Hes 
vil's Malice, and ſecretiy hug themſelvey 
upon the Vice, the Inſamy, the Deſt ructi- 
on of their Brethren. The Pleaſure ins 
deed of undermining Innocence, has no 
lf of Myſtery in it, than the Practice 3 
yet: __ are choſe that! can reliſſi it; 4 
the fodleſt Feeding delights meſt where 
the“ Appetite is ont of Temper, and 4 
Dia" taſts for it. 
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2. The wonderful Force and Neſolution 
of Envy in the Perſon of Lucifer. Ho 
far he made uſe of the Serpent in his 
Temptation, we cannot tell; but this we 
are ſure of, that it argued a very ſtrange 
Talent of Diſſimulation and Varniſh, to 
a it in Perſon. For while he per- 
ſuaded Eve ro reje& the Truths of God, 
he believed em himſelf, he trembled at, 
and which is more, he felt em. And is 
it not amazing, that he cou d thus put on 
an Air of Happineſs, out- face experimen- 
tal Convictions, and though a preſent In- 
ſtance of God's Vengeance himſelf, paſs 
an occaſional Slight upon it? To argue 
againſt the reality of his own: Condition, 
What was this but the perfection of hard- 
ned Impudence ? How did he know but 
the Secret of his Doom might providenti- 
ally break out the next moment, to his 
Confuſion ? But he cou'd risk that, and a 
great deal more, to carry on his Pur- 
poſe. Man's Happineſs diſturb'd him, as 
much as his own Miſery ; and what wou 
not Envy attempt, to ſpight its Object? 
On this preſſing Exigence, he cou'd, as 
twere, out-do kimſel „and diſguiſe his 
dire Agonies, that they might not appear 
Witneſſes againſt him, while he pleaded 
hard for Infidelity. A falſe Aſſurance was 
preſerv'd all the while, and an affected 
Grandeur held up, the better to —_ 
DFI £ 2% m 
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The Succeſs of the Temptation, %c. TH | 


—— and n —— At is no 
ropr iety in ' to intro- 
— ye Leader of the falen Seraphins, i ant 
a Poſture of Bravery 5 nor yet to make 
this matter of Concern and Wonder (tho”. 
not of A to the good Angel that fought” 
againſt him. 1 2 ——— as Poetick 
Licence bears him out. There is no great- 


er Prodigy, it ſeems, thaw: a malevolent” 


Tem r, and the Fruits that iſſue from 
it. It is enterprizing even where it is 
hopeleſs as to any perſonal Advantages 
that might accrue thereby, and can over - 
look Uneaſineſs at home, while tis taken 
ups in blaſting, Propriety abroad. Wou'd' 

o God therefore it had its Confinement 
—— it found its Birth, among tlie De- 
vils! our World would by dane and wretch- 
ed enouga MOU it. T 
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the Ola Dragon in bis firſt Attempt on 
Alan; but if we went no farther than 
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28 The Saad ofthe Tapi se 
; br ARR 
ing the ve flior'd allot him ne- 
thing for his: an Pain hut Baffle and 
Diſappointment. For Was not the Laim 
he ſpighted too lately made to be yet for- 
——. or over - look d? Was it not mo 
Ale in it elf, and like to be —4.— by 
1 r ae 
oß that LI too, 1 gr 
after his maker's! ac es 
who had the r mise for go 
The Hoſts thereof were not only. O6 
getians to Obedience, but Patterns of- is 
too, each of them theirs way fearing 


God and regardi ng Mat at the —— 
Had he n te anda fragt? 
and clear of all evil'Tendoneie The & 


anp;more than one Example' of sin before 
him, and was not that an Example like- 
wiſe of Divine Vengeance? Had he not a 
cönſtant 3 of 11 * Pre- 
ſence, the vexy 7250 ry, to awe 
and govern "Vie ? a by 105 the great 
Saucen el f 8 Mn his Should 


ers to m im w rightly and — | 
ly? + ng whom no denon of 
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em bis; by the Strengths of Nature 


mount up to Heaven, and fix it 
gborious Star in che Firmament. 

though ſome ſuperior Spirit bore Re in 
hand he fhou'd-not die! for the Preſim- 
ption, n, had not Bod fd, 


lieved, that 8 or his Almigh- 
Friend, tis eaſy to determine. AN 
this fret Was: Knowledge enough to have 


Me ken foe mficker — Ferre bt = 
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venture, to his 
end not held him in, * 5 n ele 
ſpars him om after des Deg on gh An 


horrible Tranſgreſflon chris! ene 


ledge, againſt the cooleſt Digures n 
minated + Kenn, alu the Senſe of? 

nite Obligations, agairft ſevere Wat 
againft the Tenderneſſes of Paternal 


Tion, and a Regard to Poſterity, gina : 


But air end I. r on a 


ravating It 
is a. dubjelt indeed, That fl 
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on it, can de Pan - neither 
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bing old Sores, We will cherefore bring 
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40 The Saiteſs of the Tempration, 
it down from an Object of Speculation, to 
an Improvement of Practice. A 48 

No firſt; It will ſerve 
© Moral' Re. for a Diſſuaſ ve againſt cur- 
feln. nal Security and Selfcon- 
F fidence. Nothing doth more 
endanger Innocence, than Unconcerned-- 
3 a; ſtrong Opinion that it is out of 
anger, and yet this Conceit faſtens on us 
more eaſily than any, as flattering the Va- 
nity of the Creature. Alas! we love to 
walk upon Slippery Ground, and can play 
on Battlements; yea, though every Day 

_ Thouſands fall beſides us, and ten Thou- 

| fand-at our Right-hand, we give no heed 
or credit to the matter, till we are in the 

Pit ae, ſelves;  A'- wretched unt hinting 

State! And is there nothing to awaken 

Men out of it? If ler Examples of hu- 

mane Frailty are not:cautionary enough, 

yet ſure the original Miſcarriage may be 
ſo, For who would venture within reach 
of the Devils Chain, that remembers 

what he did in Paradiſe? It was juſt rea · 

Toning, that of the Elders of Iſrael in Jehu's 

caſe, * Behold two Kings ſtood not before 

him, hom then ſball we ſtand? And we 
may well apply it to this If the primi: 
rive Couple paid ſo dear for their Fami- 
liarity with Nat roaring - Lion, how dare 
_ *'2 Kings 16. 29708 d end 
12 We 
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uo to be improv dl. 41 
we rouze pode po If they conld 
ſtumble formerly with the Advantage of 
2 pure Light about em, vrhat ſife Footing 
is there for their Poſterity now in the 
Days of Darkneſs ? None at all, queſtion- 
leſs, without an holy Solicitude and godly. 
ealouſie over our ſelves, and an hum- 

le Application to God for his Protection. 
Had they done this, had they either not 
led themſelves into Temptation, or pray'd 
to God that he would lead them out of it, 
truſting their Souls not a Moment but in 
His and their own keeping, they had not 
ſtood upon Record the frft Inſtance of 
Tranſgreſſion. But ſince they do, this 
Advice we ſhoald borrow from the black 
Regiſter. of their Infamy, not to expoſe 
our ſelves to be worſted by Temptation, 
thro' a vain and ſanguine Preſumption 
on our own Stedfaſtneſs. This perhaps 
was the very Rock thoſe well built Veſſels 
ſplit upon formerly; however their Wo- 
ful Wreck calleth out to us to keep aloof 
from it, as we tender the Blood of our 
immortal Souls. + ee eee 
2. The Nature of this great Offence, bid- 
deth. us alſo look with Diftruſt and Dread 
upon our own Perfect ions, whether of 
Grace or Nature. For that jitp roceeded 


* 


artly from Pride, or an over-weening 
Notion of inherent Excellencies, I think 
cannot be doubted. For indeed, it is not 


4 The Succeſs of the Temptation, 
eaſily imigined what elſe ſhould: occaſion 
it; in regard our firſt: Parents were then 
in the full Perſection of Humanity; and 
though they carried Fleſh about them, 
yet not ſuch as had low Biaffes and Pro- 
penſiom c. But that might very well be ſup- 
poſed to have fool'd em into an Affectg- 
tion of greater Heights in Glory. "Fob 
fading themſel ves Lords of the lowe! 
World, and near of kin to the Upper in 
intellectual Endowments; they ſet up thoſe 
_ Endowments as a meritorious Claim to 
_ higher ſtill. And when they were once 
dnn up, they were prepared to cateh at 
any Preétence to vie with the Author of 
them. The * —5 8 
out-toppitg their Enjoy ments, they wer 
PA with dle Pane) e boom 


£ 


eably tick 
Deaies. And the like may be ſaid of Zuci- 
fer himſelf, that had he not been once aft 
Angel of | Light, he had hardly been now 
a Dewi; The too high Value he ſet up 
tow à one upon his Station. The flamin 


on his Angelical Graces, made him {et 
8 . fell to doating upon it ſelf, an 


* 


he con'd not endure to be happy in 
that Order or degree of Dignity God allot- 
ted him, becauſe not happy enough 48 Re 
fondly imagin'd,-in proportion to the Dig- 
nity and Grandeur of his Nature. No- 
ing therefore wou'd ſerve the bright Son 
of the Morning, but he muſt eat his 
Throne above the Stars of God, And 
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15 me benen we Creatures were 
event the for being glorious; 
if the very Endowments that ſecur d em 
from all Sin beſide, laid em open 
of Pride, yea, the more ſor thus ſecuring 
them; how ſhould eminent Accompliſh- 


ments in point of Knowledge or Mora- 


bty, ſtrike an Awe upon our Spirits, euen 
whilſt they chear em, as a Precipice that 
equally expoſes to Envy! and to Ruine ? 
Our Knowledge that is deſign'd to guide, 


without Care, will miſlead us into Felly, 


and our bet Morals betray us into Hi: 
ritual Wickedneſſes, while they eſtabliſh us 
againſt canal ones. And can we then de 
otherwiſe than ſtand in fear of Both, as 
we would of Friends that flatter'd us? 
But half our Danger is apptehended, or 


rather the leaſt part of it, when we look 


upon the World without us as our Ene- 
my. As great a Devil may enter in thre? 
Prayer and Faſting, as is caft out by them: 
And to ſecure the nobleſt of Virtues, u- 
miity, we muſt guard againſt not our 
Vices only, but our Virtues too, yea, a - 
gainſt Humility it ſelf, as what is ſome - 
time loſt thro' a Senſe that we have-ac-- 
quir'd it. Hard indeed is the Lot of Ex- 
cellence ! If the Food Which is che Sup- 
port of Life, can feed Diſeaſes too, Which 
tend to its Deſtruction, how preearious is 
our Being! If the Evil of Sin can ſpring 


to that 
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44 The Sutaſs of the Temptation, 
up in Eden, can draw Nouriſhment from 
thoſe very Actions which are innocent and 


praiſe - worthy, how tottering is our Inno- 


cence} Let Virtue look to her ſelf, let 
great Attainments tremble. © 
3. From the ſuppoſed Ground of this 
e Tenn ne 8g, I would take Oc- 
caſton to warn againſt laying too great 
Weight upon the common Opinion, which 


may have a good Meaning indeed, but it 


has oftner ill Effects, viz. that Man is 
the ſole End of the Creation. As to the 
Truth of it, I do not find that “ Revela- 
tion favours it any more than Philoſophy. 
Indeed the Scripture tells us, the Earth 
Cod hath given to the Children of Men, 
conſequently that it was created for. them. 
Beſides this, the Angels are ſaid to be. ſent 
forth as miniſtring Spirits, to ſuch as are 
Heirs of Salvation. But then we are no 
where told how far the Creation extends, 
much leſs, that ie ow'd it ſelf meerly to 
their Welfare and Convenience. For ought 


we know, there may be ten Thouſand p- 
ritual Words of Prodigy and Wonder; 


and who can ſay, the Whole of that we 
know, is actually uſeful to us. The An- 


gels that are ſaid to be ſo, we are ſure, 


are much above us; and *twou'd be but 
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Matter enough for Praiſe and Gratitude; 
* to ga eg 8 Het 
But my chief Reaſon: againſt» them, is 
their obable Abuſt. For if Adam ſeem 
ing a God among the; Creatures, affected 
to be one in reality; if he, exalted with 
his bleſt Nature and Condition, mounted 
Heaven, tis but too likely that we, upon 
over ſtraining ours likewiſe, ſhall fin after 
the Similitude of his Tranſgreſſion: yea, 


without ſuch proud complimental Attri- 


ing Reflection on our Rank in the Scale 
of Beings. Firſt, Becauſe Reaſon is our pe- 
culiar, we grow big with the Talent, and 
vrhen the Uſe of it ſnou'd be this eſpeci- 

ally, the Thanking God for that we habe 
it, and many other excellent Uſes. for it; 


— 
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16 The Suoceſs of rhe Temptation, 
ainſt the 
Donn, to ſat no Bounds to its Reſearch 
and remonſt rate that he has dene t 
its: Diſtbveries. Again, Becauſe! we . are 
the er Center of Heaven's Care, and 
the Ghargg of Providence, we hence grow 
out of — if it does not 
attend. every idie/Motioni and Cap#icis of 
ours and do This or! That guit- ws w. 
— ait: Nature muſto backward to 
pleaſe our Fancies ; Miracles'eome at call 
to ſatisfy our Doubts; the gen eneral Laws 
whereby: the whole Univer is govern'd 
-_ —. give way to promote our 
| us, Who are but a mall 
— quan. Me- 

we are 
— affr injured! The Word 
then is not modelſd as it ſhou'd be, and 
God forfeits with us His Right to gôvern 
it Here thenũs a Chain ofa bard Thoughts, 
bat the fifſt 1 a 24 pa too ſofty 

one; touching ouri ſelwes. BH e 20 
The Jemsſtraitned the Rotten of God's 
Deſien in the: Creation yet more, and we 
ſee, in ie Yporryphal Hiſtoly, chelr. A 
graings from it Were as inſolent as: their 
Dobtrineinantifalſeo''! . Thom met he 
Hund fort dur ne. 14> for rh other 
Ptipie t duch af m uf Adum, Thoit 
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haughty Sirs having firſt Jearnt\fo ſtrain 
God $krew too high the Diſtinctions of 
Grace ee ay fb take hin tb 

0 Affairs run Hot 
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Tie upon him to do every thing, and he 
mah 2 give an 1 not only ++ 5 f 9. 
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\ Joh 988 . 1 dd 2 9 . b, 
Apoſtate Adam and Eve brought to 4 


K 
2 


e of their ons Wretchedus 
And how we may benefit by the Di/- 


I AED MO n een YO9! 
JF? HE immediate Conſequences of the 
1 *Tranſgreſſion have all ſomething very 
dor thy ETA in 9 55 f | 4 b 
Rane es of them 
13 Bae bot h were opened. How were 
3, -- £2. they opened ?. To ſee as 
God ſeeth ? To have an unconfin'd Proſpect 
of all Things that had ever been and ſhou'd 
be, to gaze upon the order and manner of 
Heaven's ſecret Purpoſes, to peruſe the ob- 
ſeure Manuſcript of Everlaſting Deftiny, by 
Which the World is govern'd and directed, 
and vie wy the Motions of every Wheellin Na- 
ture; to behold Fit urities as things actually 
preſent, and comprehend with anerring Cer- 

tainty, the greateſt and moſt /zppery Uncer- 
tainties? All his and a great deal more the De- 
vil's liberal Promiſe took in as little . 

for ſuch aſpiring Souls. The Curtain of God's 
Preſence - Chamber was to be drawn aſide, the 
Cabinet of that Court rifled, and all its 
profoundeſt Secrets rip'd up to pleaſure 
them ! It was agreed, their Nature . 

N no 
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y; one Day have afforded em) 


alter'd too from Finite to Infinite, from 


Dependance to Self-ſufficiency. In ſhort 
1 ods, knowing Good an 


\ 


Sh; 2207 BA bag ec ill GT 37d; 
Their. Nature indeed was alter d, but in- 
finitely for the worſe, from Gl ory. to Imper- 
fection, from Light to Darkneſs. They 
knew more too, but not the bleſſed Coun- 
ſels of Eternity, only what they wou'd 
willingly not have known, God's Wrath, 
and their own Unworthineſs. They knew 
Good and Evil, not in Contemplation only 
but by a fad E. cluſion from the one, and 
Experiment of the other. They knew 
What it was to be naked, naked of every 
thing deſirable, Grace, Beauty, Innocence; 


Will perverſe, Affections irregular, and 2 


Judgment, Damnation mean, without know- 
ing the means how. to ſhift off thoſe, or 


as Goas, but Devils. Theſe, theſe, were 
their big Attainments, theſe, their comfor- 
table Diſcoveries: But I ſhou'd think *em 
not worth the making, *Twere better 
much-to be e a Diſeaſe, than to 


— 


v7 Adam 4nd Eve brought to, 8c. 49 ; ? 
not be exalted only, (a thing Heaven 2 
ut 


Evil. But nothing of all this was made q [ 
d to them upon fullilling the hard Con- 


what it was to have a Judgment blind, a | 
Body mortal. They knew what: Diſeaſes, - iſ 
Labours, Aflittions are, what Death, 


prevent theſe. In a word, they knew not f 


catch 


—_— > 
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„Aden en 


catch it. Silly Man acted like one who 
| w_ needs takePoiſon w to be confined of 
Wn ts himſelf to Pain to be convi of 
= Jos eality. They thought no doubt as we 
doe upon z view of their ſad Caſe. But when 
if the Hook is once ſwallow'd; there's no 
= :fwimming off. They aggravated the 'Raſh- 
1 f neſs of their Defires, and Actings to their 
Ws Underſtanding, but to no manner of pr 
; Fog, except that of their Puniſhment.” 
But we may make our Advantage of 0 
Nuomi enge, tho' they cou d not, and learn 
thence for our Caution. 
*. The real Emprineſs of criminal En- 


Joyments. 
What with Sin's own Tn. 
. Moral Uſes. chantments, and the Inſinu- 

ations of the Devil backing 
"them, we are ſtrangely credulous and ima- 
- Einative in its Favour , we are continually 
making kind Suppoſitions about it, ſuch as 0 
"theſe ; How well twould be with us, how Se 
we ſhou'd enjoy our ſelves, if we mi N ON 
Put take it lovingly into our Embraces. Fl 
all Charm and Lovelineſs, and the ſecret of to 
Felicity is thought to be kept from us, fre 
While we are debarr'd it. But let the Pe. yo 
wil perform what he promiſes, and Sin Ab 
what it pretends to. Alas! we muſt ex- hir 
-cuſe em; their rich Overtures being calcu- 
"lated for nothing, but to keep u 8 the — 


Tectation of eaſy Fools for the pre wy 


Dl Fa a am mrmqma oeo.ac.©DD Gn). 


balk em in the Iſſue. The one was 4 Lyar 
fromthe u and the other a Cheat, 
enting M 
tives to make what is ſuperficial appear fo- 
lid and ſubſtantial. Adam ſound em ſo to 
his Sorrow. He had been as credulous as 


Dada a his bright Fancy in draws 
ing the forbidden Apple to Advantage, 80 
that his lage of good Things 
ſeem'd ũmperfect ſtill without it. He muſt 


eat of all the Trees of Paradiſe, or (as the 


„ officiousConfidentperſnaded him) he ſhou'd, 


5 for his Satisfaction. 
-n pray, how did the Project anſwer 2 
. Did pb e lamented Deficiencies 2 
ng Why, in ſeeking to make himſelf more 


Gu happy ſill, he became. very miſerable, and 


ly T Paradiſe exchang'd a reat 
as one. After this we hear no more of the 
ap Senerous Undertaker. He had done his 
ght own Bus neſs, tho not Adams, ande fo, ms 
Tis I Flatterers Jowhen che Perſon they pretend 
t of to love ſo paſſionately is falling, run away 
us. from the Ruins of his Greatneſs. Let but 
De. our Thoughts follow him into his dark 


Abodes, and yon may find him ſporting 
np himſelf hugely with Man's Credulity — 
Wealneſs. TR FR FP OY i I SEE 


g ſtill? Can we truft em again under the. 
denſe of our mut Diſappointment 
td $135. 4 ' 2 2 
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_ 8 Senſe of their own Wretohedneſs. 51 


n:always with falſe.Perſper 


And can the Pleaſures of Sin be bewitch- 


be, andas:expeRting to the full. He 


52 Adam 40 Eve byo ugh Ao» 
and ;mportane: Loſs? His Experience ſurt 
may do for ſmisfying us that ali t har comerh 
1 Vanity But tale notice Lam | 
only to the Pleaſures of Sin. For Pleaſur 
in general is not blameable; nor yet the 
Pleaſures of Senſt abſolutely. Pleaſure (tho 
{till of the higheſt Mind) is the Happineſs of | fe: 
the Deity; and the deſite of Pleaſure, ſo la) 
low as ſenſitive pag natural even: to an- 
lap d Humanity. Other wWiſe how cou'd: a {te 
ſenſitive Object have taken hold of it ſo-un- | to 

_ fortunately as it did? And far be it from | Pol 
me to ſet Revelation at odds with pure Na- Gu 
ture. My Intention is only to nndeceive r ig] 

ſuch as fancy there is nb Pleaſure narwerth mii 
in any but forbidden Fruit; andito direct ler © 100} 
to other Trees in the Garden that are cet - Vity 
tainly as good for Food, and perhaps as but 
pleaſant to the Eye, however more ſecure, 
and con ſequently more pleaſant in the Taſte. 
Hawe are wWiſe, Religion ſhall-earve for::us 
for the future, and here it hids us ſtop in 
the Chace of Happineſs, we will not move 
a ſtep :farther. It is enough to have loſt 
one Paradiſe. Headen is the only Bliſs in 

reſerve now, and therefore it concerns us 

| rv not to forfeit or come ſhort 
| 0 t. oe ee ie E161 Th 1 
N Fo The Danger of Curioſity after Nuom- 
Age. Bienne Fg 1 

I wou'd not be thought to condemn Cu- 

rioſity as a thing ſimply unlawful. 1 ſhes 

TO 8 I ſhoy' 


a Senſe df their own Wretcheaneſs. 33 
I ſhou'd condemn God my Maker that 
plan ted it in our Conſtitution. It is an inno- 
en and a ſerviceable one too, if 
duly,moderated-and rightly applied. But 
here lies the miſchief; upon theſe very Ac- 
counts, no Paſſion is more liable to Exceſs 
e than this. Eve, you 
ſee, reach d out her Hand to the Fruit that 
lay 755 a divine Interdict, becauſe it 
A make e e was told. She 
fer d ont of the Way of God's Command” 
to eek, out Wiſdom, upon a, perſuaſion 
poſſibly, that having once got it for her 
Guide, | ſhe ſhou'd ever after keep to the 
right way infallibly, without any fear of 
miſſing} it more; the Devil all the while 
looking on demurely, and with much gra- 
vity ſuggeſting, there was no avoiding Evil. 
but by firſt knowing it. This Deluſion. 
welcom'd the fallacions Tender, and the 
Poiſon that was ſo finely gilded over; went 
glibly down for the ſake of its rich Comple- 
tion. Solomon too, with the ſame view 
acquainted himſelf with: Folly *, He wou'd 
be mad for an Experiment; he withheld. 


nat his Heart from any Foy, hoping to keep 


ſa much Wit all the while, as to be able to 
weigh his Enjoyments, and ws once for 
himſelf, and for us all what Good there might 
be in ſuch, a Life for the Sons of Men. His 

01 e Bus'neſs, 
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54 Adam and Eve brought to 
Bus'neſs, as he wou'd perſuade himſelf and 
others, was that of a Philoſopher, not Vo- 
lupt uary, rather Speculation than-Self-In- 
| dulgence. He ſmelt to every Flower in the 
Field of Pleaſure; but the World was to 

de the better for't ; his Experiments were 
to be of Uſe to Poſterity, as a ſtanding Ver- 
dict or Deciſion in reſolving them tonching 
their Emptineſs and Vanity (for what cod 
- ke do. that ſhou'd come: after" the Ring, fo 


great and ſo wiſe a King in that Enquiry 2) 
And this 232 Piece of Service was his 
Plea for what he did with his own Conſei- 


ence, the Opiate that ferv'd to quiet it. 
In like manner we wou'd know as God, 
foreſee as God, wou'd be in his Cabinet; and 


in his Throne, marſhalling His Decrees, and 


comprehending his Myſtęries; tis well too 


if we don't apply to the Devil to help us to 


this Fruit of the Tree of Knowledge: And 
We likewiſe have a colour, a ſalvo for this 

_ . Inordinate Deſire. If ſuch Knowledge might 
but be obtain'd, how word it inſpirit Duty 
and juſtify Faith But before we venture 
any farther in ſuch free Purſuits after hid- 
den Things, | let us ſee how it far'd with 
the religious Virtuoſo's that went before 


us. l , | | $6 "BAK 2 | 5 A 
One in St, Auſt in, accounting for the Em- 
ployment of God before the making of the 


World, fays. He war preparing an Hell for 


the Inquiftive, | But leaving that Conceit 
1 5 TT 


a Senſt of their own'Wretchedneſs. 55; 
to- ſhift for itſelf, we know his Severitie® 
upon them ſince. Eve was in a great Mea” 
fare, Wiſe,” till that lawleſs, graſping after 
Wiſdom judicial beſotted her. In. catch- 
ing:at the Shadow, ſhe dropt the Subſtance, 
and the Evil of Kowledge quickly brought:- 
her to the /znorance of Good. The way to 
Glory, Honour and er that lay 
open before, is now hid from her Eyes; - 
and ſhe has hardly any thing left to diſt in- 
wiſh her from the Horſe and Mule that 
have no Underſtanding at all, but the bitter 
Apprehenſion of what ſhe has unfortunately 
loſt, and what ſhe has fooliſhly done. So- 
lomon in his critical Search bewildred him- 
ſelf „ tumbled on the dark Mountains, felt. 
inte Apoſtacy from God: And tho' his licen- 
rows Enquiries are ſet up as a charitable Sea- 
mark to After-ages, we are not to thank the. 
Libertine for this, but the Penitent, or ra- 
ther the Divine Providence. 

And now ſhall we hazard our Souls, as 
they did theirs, to inform our Judgments ? 
And too no Information follows. 
For tis obſerv'd of ſuch as pry into Secrets 
they have nothing to do withal, that they 
entangle themſelves in inexplicable Ma- 
zes and Confuſion, and inſtead of acquiring 
& mare ſuperlative Knowledge, in the Duſt 
that they vaiſe, loſe thoſe eaſy and common 
Notions, which eſcape not the moſt Hlite- 
rate. But what if, by digging for out - of· the- 
„ Way» 


*. 
1 
dy, 
* 
1 
"ey 
1 
. 
7 f 
: : 5 I * 
* 
| 
A 
1 
1 4 
* 
b 
'4 19 
N 
* 19 
1 
1 þ 4 
. 
» a T% 
14 
2 1 
— 43 
16 
E ww 1 
i 4 
8 
Wi 
1 
* a 
1 
53 
"M2 17 
11 
64 45 
| 4 
. T g 
1 y 
SY + 
b 
714 
©. 4 4 
A 
i 
U 
| it 
— % d 
Fo 2 
5 
13 5 
7 4 
*. 
. 
F ag þ 
*2- 
8 
1 $ 
= 5 : 
* 


— 


LEA 


r 
4 N - 
* 


o 
— — — — 


— — — — _ — _ — — — * —— — * ꝗ——„—ÿ— 
| . 8 
— 2 — — — — — 
4 E * _ 


1 


56 Adam aud Eve brought to 
way Truths, ſome Diſcoveries are fetched | £4 
up, the Treaſure perhaps is as uſeleſs as the Bei 
manner of coming by it is unlawful. Fam | ic} 
Man wou'd be wiſe, tho born like the wild 
As Colt: O that we truly were ſo, that and 
is, leſs inguiſitiue, but more devour ! It ff ay 
wou d turn to much better Account, Im fa-" het 
tisfied, if Men wou'd do as the Church di- ſuin 
rects, learn the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, Way 
and the Ten Commandments in tlie vulgar || whe 
Tongue. 1 i Werl enz nr 15 {+ Alte 4 A 
In relation to ſome Points, ſuch as the nie 
Myſteries of Iniquity, there is a diſcreet, a I of x 
learned, a profitable Ignorance. The being ] title 
let into thoſe ugly Secrets does but tend to the! 
Rain the Imagination, and teach us to Sin had 
the more skilfully: As 'tis a great Chance | if q, 
indeed if a Man turns Philoſopher” upon of 5, 
viewing a lewd Picture, where the Co- ſupp 
lours are glowing, and the ſtrokes ma- only 
ſterly. | a EDN 9433. A277 T9} 
As to other Subjects, namely; ſuch. as I ing 

look toward judicial Aſtrology, they, if eeed 
not anlamful, are yet vain,” and oft intro- but 
ductory to what is ſo, Lmean, Diabolical ¶ conc 
Correſpondencies. They ſtand upon weak Impi 
and precarious Principles, and produce but ¶ qe, 
idle Gueſſes at the beſt, The Book of De- Ml ;;,, 
ftiny, alas ! dw in an . that can ne. Ia val 
ver be /earnt by uu. 

As to a third ſort; ſuch as che divine Na- 
ture and Attributes, they are * 


a Senſe of their own Wretchedneſs. 7 
beſt known by the modeſt Reflection of the 
Art Thought. God wou'd be a very little 
Being himſelf, were he comprehended by 
ſuch as are ſo. We ſhou'd have no deſire 
to know what God has no will to reveal; 
and what he has reveal'd, we ſhou'd be for- 
ward to know ſo much of as we can by the 
help of the Revelation. In ſhort, in pur- 
ſuing true Knowledge, he is gone a good 
way, Who knows whence to ſet out, and 
wier $0 give over; 5775 on ang» 

And let me add one Reaſon more for Ac- 
gquieſcente under pre ſent Allowances in point 
of Knowledge, viz. That nothing more en- 
titles to greater Degrees of Knowledge than 
the being contented with leſs. Tis like Eve 
had been allow'd at laſt her Fill of Wiſdom; 
if ſhe had improv'd the Denial into a Ground 
of Submiſlion for the preſent. For we can't 
ſuppoſe, the Tree of Knowledge was planted 
only for a Temptation, and Withheld mere- 
ty to raiſe an uneaſy Deſire. No, confider- 
ing that nothing but what is good can pro- 
ceed from Ged, and nothing that is good + 
but may be hop'd for from him, we muſt 
conclude, it was planted alſo for the higheſt - 
Improvement of her knowing Faculty, had 
the waited God's Seaſon (in which every 
thing is beautiful) and withheld alſo to ſet 
a value on the Bleſſing in Reverſion. But 
when by an haſty Step ſne endeavour'd to 
pluck it thence before it Was ripe for her 

| | Ds -- 1 "Ou 


| | Own Folly. + 


(or ſhe for that) as if ſhe Were able to help 
the Providence of God witk Devices of her 
own, a Curſe came in its ſtead; ſhe got the 
Fruit indeed that was to make her wiſe, but 
found not herſelf made the wiſer by it, ex- 
cept in that ungrateful Inſtance of ſeeing her 


But whatever wou'd have been hey Lot in 
ceaſe of Modeſty and Content ment, we are 
ſure; we ſhalt be Gainers by them in reſpect 
of Knowledge. If we can but ſtay the lei- 
ſure of Diuine Wiſdom (which loves not 
to be haſtned)) we ſhall know: hereafter 
whatever is conceayd from us here, and the 
Requiſiteneſs of their being ſo conceal'd' ; 
know: in particular all the hidden Virtues 
of the Trees of Life and Knowleage, vs be- 
ing fully poſſeſ#d: of both; know our 
£1ves as judging no longer by the falſe 
Lights of Senſe and carnal Intereſt \ know 
God himſelf as ſeeing him face to face; know 
every thing even as we ure known.. And who 
wowd-not wait the time appointed of the 
Father for a Treaſure ſo various and ſo ex- 
cellent. His Time is moſt certainly beft , 
tho' late; yea becauſe ſo. For had we that 
en Earth which is to be our Crown:and\Re- 


ward in Heaven; thro' ſuch an Anticipation, 


Heaven wou d be no Heaven to us, that is, 
no State of nem and untaſted Joys. In the 
mean while, fince our Minds will be ſoar- 
ing upwards as naturally as the Sparks N 

N a p YES, 


4 Senſe of thei own Wretchedneſs. 59 
ſaves, and are alway fir d with a deſire of 
being like the moſt High, it muſt be our 

dexvour'to' direct that Deſire to its pro- 
per Object, his moral Perfections. So there 
wilt be a Virtue in Ambition, and the morſt 
of Names _— the beſt of Fhings. As for 
affecting a Likeneſs with God in Power, or 
it Aowledpe, there is Vanity, it ſeems, in 
the Tnclination, by is EE —_— 
tempt: The only ſafe way of grati 
ee Thongbe, the only ſure way of at- 
taining ſo glorious a Reſemblance, is to co- 
py ont the Holine ſi of the divine Nature in- 
to our own. And in thisreſpe& we cannot 
ah too much, we cannot improve too 

t. What a bleſſed Thing won d it be if 
we cou'd kindle into Seraphin even in theſe 
colder Regions? What a Heſſed Thing wil 
it be to awake up after his Likeneſs , and be 
fatisfled with ig © 305 ODE yon 

3. The Appre benſions of Men conſequent 
on the Commiſſion of Sin and Folly. When 
our Progenitors Were about to ctoſe with 
the Propoſal that bore ſo hard upon them, 
they might have found Diſſuaſ vos in abun- 
dance, if they had but ſought out for them. 
They might have conſidered the Name of 
the Tree of Knowledpe (if it then bore that 
Name? as ſignifying to-them, that as now 
while they ſtood upon Terms of Obedience 
with their Creator, they knew nothing bur 
Good, ſo at what time ſoever they did traał 
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60 Adam and Eve brought to. \. «. . 
greſs his Commandment;they ſnou d begin to 
know nothing but Evil. They might have ax: 
gued from the Goodneſs of God which flow d. 
8 fo freely toward them, that if there were 
any Fitneſs in the thing denied for improving. 
their Happineſs at preſent, it had not been 
denied them, and that therefore there maſt 
needs be ſome Cheat in the Propoſal; from 
the Veracity of God, that if the, Precept 
were violated, he won' d let his Vengeance 
looſe upon them, as he had threatnęd; ftom 
the Judgment of God already infſitted on 
offending Creatures, that it was fearful to fall 
into the hands of an incensd Deity, as that 
Precipice is ſhivered at, - whoſe. bottom we 
ſee ftrewed with the mangled Carkaſes of 


Condition of Apaſtate Spirits that they.cou'd 
not but behold , with grudging , what they 
enjoyed, and for that enviousReaſon, cou'd 
not but practice upon them all the Methods 
of Art and Inſinuation, yea, and outward 
Allurement too, t0. render them as wretch- 
ed as themſelves. . Theſe A ought 
to have lain uppermoſt in the Soul to keep 
them to their good Behaviour, and * 85 
the Preference of a certain Command to an 
uncer tain Suggeſtion. On the contrary, the 
Senſes and Mind were taken up together, and 
what they ſaw was pleaſant to the Beese 
wou d judge innocent in the Uſe. But. when 
Mey had tranſgreſs d g their Eyes were 

44 71. 8 41 open d 
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— was Aa _ . 


* Senſe of their owd Wretche 92 6 


n'd to ſe the Horror of the Fact, and 
ama d that they were not ſo 
be ac — to . of the Tempra- 
cou'd ſay within them 
fines (me — looking for qudgment and 
ignation, not as cordially concern'd- 
— their Offence againſt infinite Love and 
Goodneſs) What was it, O my Soul, oh! 
vrhat that carried thee on the fide of Vanity }. 
Now every Reflection they make, is a bit= 
ter Invective againſt themſelves, and their 
luſcious Reliſhes recoil upon them in ma- 
ny a ſickly Qualm and ede * 
* And on are A r Foo other. - 
inners, but lively Tranfcripts of this 
In the Heat of their wanton Cha ſe, A 
Profit or 2 in View, carries diente 
out of themſelves after it, and th | 
not ſtay to drop one ſober Thought * 2 
fear of ** — But the Luſt once grati- 
fied, the Tumult and Hurry of Detighte over 
they recover their Sight which before 
dazled ; Conſcienee awakes upon them, and 
they hots: nothing elſe to do, but to oY 
tend tocits Laſhes and Remorſes. Their 
Folly flares em in the Face in all its na- 
5 bundifguiſed Uglineſs, and the Paint 
drops off when Satan has had his End, 
who clapt ĩt on to deceive them z und 
they know:not how eto look r as 
little as they can bear it. ene 
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6. Adam ot Eve bringhe to.” 


No tho; this» Difabriſe of eee 
comes with the lateſt to ſave em the cold 
Damp, and — 8 
condemning ea yetit maybe of Ben 
to them in f cheir fature Conduct, if 
they will but fore · arm their Minds againſt 
Temptation, with this ſettled Perfaion,; 
that, dn can no langhs — 
it ia dommitting, and leaves behind a Ki 
in tlie Review: too: ſharp tar be unty a Coum- 


doervail for that Pleaſure 


- Agzih it is ſaid, When a He: that 
they were tiaked,, they ſem d Eig-deaves: to- 

. Seer ou. Pe ay Aprons... 
The 3 Le eber 
0 i and F ce one 
= 7 * W chem. A. 
_ nul — os 

ee in their 
they were no more able to give it =” leaſt 
| E, chan a daſerted Prince with his ſingle 
„can quell an unruly Fact iam pre fing 
| the Gate of the Paluce. Alb chat 
natural Conſcience could do with re _— to 
the brutiſn Scene, as being ſtript o 

and Authority, was only to look on —— | 
weep. This is here (ina chaſt and modeſt Dia- 
le & very uſual with Scripture) chiefly refer- 
redto, and ĩt ſnoud ſeem, the Scenſe Los this 
in ward Nakedneſs.put ' em upon providing 


— & ao. adit... Ad 


1 * Ke Pool's Annot ot Ainſworth is Leo. 
a Shelter 


— Wretelunleſ; 6 


a Shelter for | the ontmard. Their In- 
kept em in 3 before; 
having/thrown: i have no- 
left to credit. 4 Hence all Va- 
themſelves. is at an End ; they 


about em, 


Degeneracy is legible: in their Faces, ve, 
and. that Clont bing n ergo 8 3 
ed to hide, betrays | 
Here then is: the Jun 
neſs of Vice in the Ovi _ 
It ſets up indeed for 
tation a the W ** 
to this end ſteals creditable N 
thets, and Characters: prong 5 
let any Body compare: Fallen Dig — 
his frft Eſtate, and he needs no more to 
convince eats; that Z has ſomething: very 
poor and reproachful i in it. During t, 
was chear ful, aſſur d, ſigniſicant; Toki 
the Crown of Integrity reſted upon his 
Head, he did, he 1 he e as one 
that carried great about 
him, even the Perfe&tion of Mateſty and-of 
Glory; his very Aſpect told he was to go 
for much, and is Soul as it were, fpark- 
ted thro the Body. But no ſooner had he 
ate-the ſinful eren an his Figure ſunk, 
and his Spirits fail'd him. Heand his Co- 
partner 5 thrown quite out of Conſide- 
br even 9 thro a Con 
ſciouſneſs 


64) Adam n _ ns — 2 8 
ſjouſneſs of Milinan 


nt Which way to 
— * 11 tiey, whe op 


—— i in Fo mi 5 if on chemſeives, 4 
der th ne ee — 
tho no 4 

on Earth ſees em but ache e 
| ung down the Head, droo - and — bs 
were never to liſt it up again. 
And not this ſet out din as odious 
= with an Emphaſis? But if) you want far- 
tber Proof, anſwer me, whence. is: it that 
if ir Will hot j Witneſs, if poſſibbe, 
not ſo much as an Inferior, à Servant, a 
Child, à Fool, always begs the thickeſt 
Curtains of Diſguiſe and Darkneſs may be 
22 over it, and is moſt eaſy, when it 
te: If it cou'd endure the 
iT PE Ps nd, does it make 
for: the 8 ab nightly Shades? If It 
were fit, why ſo u to be ſeen with 
its proper Face about it "If not ſelf-con- 
demn'd, why ſo earneſt to avoid the Eye 
of every Body, as well as of thoſe that have 
not Power, 2 or Underſtanding 
enough to condemn (that is, need not be 
ſeared for any thing but their Vertue or 
their Innocence) as of thoſe that have ? 
* the ee of. Monhets, only-to Kerr 
ou 


a « Saif of their own js ib 65 


ont” of aner View. In? the Dat 
where th ane are born, there 8 cont 
I Wie for out 0 3 as f 
con fetous Witldneſs and Obleut ity 0 
the Place bet ſuited them. 

Whence, again, is it that it is diſown 4 
by many, hated by more in their fetired 
and delt Thong IJ excuſed by All; 


that it never goes for'a Coniplemnent, or 
enters 2 Panegyrid; chat the moſt profil: 
gte, when they won'd effectually reproach 
a Man, upbraid him with it, and not with - 
any of his Vertues, and yet are ſo an 

if upbraided with it themſelves? If it be 
Great and in Mk not an Ingredi- 


end in handſome atters, and a Title 
of Honour If Brave. and Herofck, why 


has it not Trophies raiſed to it, 205 is | 


Memory perfum'd with Praiſes? Alas! 

we might as fuitably guild Exerements, 
as aggrandize Vice. The Hink in either 
caſe wou d ſoon get the better of the Var. 


niſß. It is all Skandal and Defqrinity; and 


treated as Tuch1by alt Mankind. 
nal Soul that bows' down to it, mu "0 
hear the Idol named; as he that labour: 


— 


of 4 Soxe, is {hill earefül that his Wound 


imſelf 
is ont 


de not touch d. Tea, the Ders. 
we find 5 not muck in love: Wi 
Character, nor Shape neither. He Bas o 


r Ber . Eight: 
wy oul Brat of his firſt: — . 
or 


aids Rs = 


3 and had but half its. Meanneſſes 
= diſcoyer'd, it. look'd, 3 even. ay it 
„ "Off: Bot the. Experience, gf 

| Han, 1 97 8 5 has adde . the 
rightfulneſs of the Idea. Wt were 
Mens Wills as honeſt as their Underftand- 
_ #ngs, it wou'd. want a 1 . 
But 24//, This little. Seeler, in 4 
dam s f of ſewing Eg leauas together, 
N ware, may 
be fitly app 2 75 to. the Correction of mo- 
dern V. Vanity in relation to Apparel. no\Tis 
fad to fee. how ſober Nature is' abuſed 
and over-burthen'd; by the. Fooleries: of 
Art. 1770 nothing Ne Men: 5 
? 7K to cuxious O eK ve 

a8 in the Matter of Dreſs and 9 
hey. Will: rob the Bowels and Backs of all 
the Creatures to enrich. their own, and 
when they have done fo, they bleſs them- 
ſelves with as much th Solenmity as if they 
Wore an 3 m, and were 

e e But to mortifie 

15 75 jeties, be me tell em, 
e ſoever in their Kind, are 
= 227 in their Cauſes and Extraction, 


f xf they. go now for Marks of Dig: 


they Mere once ſo of Reproach. Man i 
5 fiſhy that is, his be/> Eſtate. * was 
Was nat Amed. His Body 


49 


4 aße 0 nee 67 
them knew no Pen and e 
Iv. no want of a, Coveri This was a 
a üs Being, ut, of his Fal. 
He ſinnad himſalf into it. He drop'd his 
natiue 2 * of Innocence, he calld 
for an Artificial One. And now is the; 
Effect of Guilt to be doated on? Shall 
we be proud of that which was another's: 
Humbline.t which gory eager 
tures! ?-As well. mig] the Fragen hook big, 
his Negligence: 
Profuſeneſs f have him. Can 2 
make it a Piece of Reſpect D 
deck and flutterx, and yet remembe ag 
ſhe was: ha appieſt, when moſt like her ſelf, 


porter "A 


AAP 
him to. He loch d nat be — 1 
of Decency and — If his (now)- 
uncomely Parti were but hid, his Buſine 
was done. And when the be Lord. Gad. 
cloathed kits, the ProviGon-ſtill came ſhort 
of Gayety. And now if.the-guilty- — ng 5 
of Cloaths were) nat rega me: 
thinks, the „int Example: 10 K at 
Ileaſt as to cut off all —— Solicitudes 
in this Article of Oarnnomicc. I have no 
{Quarrel at all tu Diſtinctions in. Habit, any 
Inore than to thoſe in Fortune, becguſe I. 
—äͤ— — — r r . 


ym 3. 7. || Ver. 22. 
do 


— 
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* Wa and Evv\bbayhins? „ 


4e not find the Scripture has any. Our 
Lore ſeems to ow) it for the Priy 85 
Mile he mentions it as tlie Cpm Wi 

at Cenſure of Kings Court ft hiray (afe 
Rai nent. Nor were it diffeult to ſhew, 
beſides a Lawfulneſs in occafional Pomp and 
Shinings, a politick Neceſſity for then! too. 
The Fault is only, when the aper Part of the 
World po much prochim'or over-flouriſh 


| ___ ſtinctjons, and the inferior ſort 


upon chen by a ridiculois Profu- 
ſion. And tis to ſuch as theſe I wou d read 
a Lecture of Humility, by minding em of 


Former Things. Conſider then ye Vain and 


Tha far frond taking — 
ught, | 

be eld he? Conſider a tittleywherewith- 
al the Loins that: begat, and the Womb 
that bore vou and alf Mankind, were 
cloath' d. If the primitive Draper does 
not pleaſe you, I beg however, r- 
nament of à meek and low — — may, 
which ir in the Sight of G 

grru Price. Let the Rudeneſs WIT 8 8 


p Dick, admoniſh.you to conſult Sobriety 


in yours: And no longer ſhew a moral 

Nikednefs, while you Hide a Natural. 
FParther it is ſaid, when 
eis obey; beard the Voire of the 
and Der- Lud walking in the Garden 
preſſomm in the Gool of the Day, A- 
| dam and his: mu em- 


ſet elves 


C7.) : 


4 8 * ann N e 5 ; 


T 
ar $; 
Ties . mo; ſoa 9 10 0 Mag 
5 B Prefe ence, - The. om 


of their Creation, as much as in them lieth, | 
avoid Th now bk 11 the 8 of human 
Nature ? P 7715. the ſecond 
e ofthe e Holes Trinig Co 
he ins conch to. have been by the Ax 

2 ly, 297 ao, Jewiſh as Chriſtian) 
come in a Fire, Fe pear before him, or 
with a Tem ſtirr'd, up, round About 
him? 22 does 7 19 oY ſo... He 
converse d und . haps with the 
Patriarchs;an Fo may be conjectured from 
ther Account of. hi 1855 ung in the. Cool of 
the Day, he appear d in as fi Kami one 
to them in Paradiſe. Was his Yojce at 
which they trembled, chat of Thunder? 
We cannot tell. Its 1 Word 2 


in the Sæptuagi 1 p 2 ſofter: Con- 
drug. But. 1 5 it müſt be mn d, 
ſome of the beſt f Inter 12 do Kos 
Change in the Divine Addrefſi es, that 
Fenn all the Artillery of Heaven, and put 
Force and Vehemence jobs his Expreſſion. 


But if the Scene Were of this Kind, why. 
ſhou'd it, be . with A Kim 


1 — 
9 „ _— 1 
7 — 3 


* See TI: Teniſon on ry age c. 14. . 
4 * Patrick on the Place. ; * . 


__ difrob'®of their native 


— 


50 

tie Heir were den | 
bad but” they Tontitned® fürn 

But alas! they were now dars naked, 


naked in the worſt Sence, bd is = 


iable to all the Effects o Pike 
_ fare; and as one of them . 
his own Ca they hecame 8 of wi 


ry thing that d God's Approaches 
— 5 they ring hb an eri 


Conſcience unqualified em That 4 Dew => 
with their 1 8 an holy God, or an ys 


A nee before him, as a ud 
hy were to account 3:4 for cher 4 m_ 
your. They were ill provided” agatirſt J Kone 
terrogatories and could not abide: the, Ik | 8 
of a particular Examination. 455 
their Conduct had been to lay ae Kir 
open to Cenſure, Tribulation and Wrath. to 
Ty Bee He Light, had been to) dlith the gy 
' Lameneſfs of their Condition. there- b , 
fore withdraw unter the Elat ade of | 2222 
Trees, as if to hide thereby their Naked- = 
neſs and their Diſobedience together from ku 
the All-carching Eye of God himſelf. An ffn 
old Piece of Management this e nee 2000 


the ee or bring o. Fo | 
lag It repreſents the Poor- 105 
Prallical Re- Arne fe of Guilt to the d 
Feckion n. e. They were eaſie, as I one 


long as they were innocent, 
as feelling 


a Sent in mie own e 5. 7 


feelintz nothing rep! forth rv 
Minds, 1 5 e nothin Ei f 
from their Their Acces to -h | 
whom their Souls! ding, was 4304 6 
and raviſhing, and they found! "ſeek- 
diet Face ; Fontimnally 2 1 . 76 
| mm | of 
ev 4 Ririnug . to ae Bi , 0 
10? the beet 


"8; 
Amarement, oy 5 


{of ie folow Cane Now 
x of courting heavenly Inter 2 
oY from God, and wou'd, if "twere 
wy ble from their A ſelves: Now 1 
ar bringing * . M 
ce of feceivinßg refreſh 1 
4 the Sun of Righteou) an 5 114. cek 
* get afat off his Rays, le 
them. Like Fro 75 they ( (once the 
fir hildren of Light em. together in- 
to Holes and Darkneſs, when a, fer- 
mal Citation fetches em out again, They 
bring their Fears with dem, and their 
croakin too. 12 72 
Thus apt -hrarted were they under the 
hey 1184 15 K of 4 upon em 
within, s of fon S Ap- 
proc 75 >, Whatever Hong Wore, ] 


e Teaſt Part 5 in the role 
However, ie frail and'o ſcams 
dren, have no Reaſon either to mock-or 


wonder. If God manifeſts himſelf a 


Adam: ae Eve ue to 


* overt. Eapreſſgn.of his Fo his Power, tho 
Et in e Mona that known 
hh Y 1 | fe Jet, en 
| e lige i itneſs "Do 8 


We 4 lay of the Divine 
8 15 5 15 1 5 at 1 A | 


55 Fa 4 fn Al, x. Man, 
35 Po 2 125 vp 
Heaven, we know, th hn int 

4 Soon.” Belides, that duch Tae Af 


Majeſty. an 99 5 he Cantertio Fs 
on 


| Nerf | A Hh 

alſo” of; w at” den Rad deſetv'd, at the 

Hands "ry Juſtice, made them come wi 
double Force upon them. God's faithful Spy 

in their Boſoras call d up there more dre 

ful Apparitions at the ame time, and owe: 


ry 1 Sin reviyd again in. to trouble 


Tos af mw) quires uf oh isct 
void of Sharpneſs and Diſquiet, where it 
has not ſuch Fſulftelou⸗ Diſcoveries from 
the other World to help out the pb 
ſion. There is ho feed of them f or our 
Diſturbance; we find Phantoms enow of 
dur own railing, When Cy Man. is. not 


__ 1 


1 15 . 5. + Dan. 10. 17. 5 
*. uke 3. 8. en 1. 17. 


: pleas'd 
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pleas d with the Courſe of his Actions, 
the benighte# Traveller's fad Caſe that has 
loſt his Way, is only ſhort of his. All 
the Regions of the Soul are overcaſt ; his 
hts ever gloomy and miſgiving, as: 
uncomfortable as an. Ignis fatuus is to the 
other, Whoſe horrid Light ſerves not to 
; but to ſcare the Wanderer. He lets 


Fs Mind looſe'to dark Jealouſies and Fore- 


bodings; and ſo almoſt all the Poſſibilities 
of Danger haunt it. He fits in Judgment 
on himſelf, upon every uncommon Acci- 
dent, propheſying Evil*to himſelf from 
it, wad the leſs ordinary Effects of Na- 
ture to be ſure, come charg'd with the Sen- 
tence of Deſtruction. Nay, a Word, a 
Noiſe, thro* a ſuſpicious Gloſs of Appli- 
cation, ſhall alarm him, and he ſtands in 
awe of his own Shadow, yea, his very Me- 
mory. If Wearineſs in Iniquity does not 
cloſe up his Eyes and Thoughts, Mid- 
night is a buſie Time with him. On a 
ſudden the Unwelcome Idea of Sickneſs, 
Death, or Judgment dogs him, and he 
tumbles up and down as tho' he meant 
to rowl away from his Imagination. He 
dares not think of beholding the Face of 
offended Majeſty. This Wildneſs of Look 
and Behaviour therefore is never ſo much 
upon him as when he feels himſelf in the 
Bed of languiſhing, approaching towards 
it. Then perhaps ſuch doleful Accents as 
1 2 theſe 


. 
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74 Adam aud Eve brauglu s 
theſe, O Godanigbey and tergible !; How: 
© ſhall Teſcape thy Preſencęi oh ſtand, 
© before it! Come then ye Nai and fall 
7 15. and ye Mountains cvuef me from 
the Wrath of the Lamb, and f bim that 
© ftterh upon the Throne. His Soul,quixers: 
on his Lips, his Heart cen Falls 
within him, to-xefie@Qwhither, he $1g0- 
ing, and what will become of him/ for 
ever. You have an excellent Deſcription 
of ſuch a one's Anguiſh and ſecret Pangs in 
the Book of Wiſdam,Ch, 17. Fancy by the 
Help of its blackeſt. Images and Colours, 
could not dreſs out the Scexe with more 
borribhle Advantage. 
But to give: « few Inſtances; The 
Wretch of Malmabury could not truſt 
himſelf with Solitude and Darkneſs: If 
his poor Candle did but go out, all the 
Courage of his Soul went after it.. Obſeu- 
rity awaken'd, as it does the Stars, hit na- 
tural Notions of Spiri and fgr tha time 
he ſtood confuted by inviſiple Terrors, in 
ſpight of the Philoſophy he advanced a- 
gainſt them. Tis the, * Phloſogbers' Ac- 
count in Tully of Epicurus, that he kuew 
nat any that was moxe afraid; of the ver) 
things, which he affirmed himſelf were not 
to be fe med, Death and Vengeance. The 
Story of f Caligula is in every Body's 
2 — — — — —— —_—— 
* Cicero de Nat, Peor. Lib. 1. + Ke Sneton. 
. Mouth 


ng 


a Senſe of their own Wretchednaſs. 7 5 
Mouth, how eaſily he was diſpirited. A 
Flaſh of Lightning cou'd not be ſent from WWE 
Heaven, but it muſt be upon the fitting WM 
Errand of blaſting him; and every Thun- 
der pointed full at his guilty Head. But 5 

as the Terrors of Guilt are underſtoad by 

none ſo weil as thoſe that have felt em, 
let him that would underſtand em per- 

fectly without feeling em at; ll, ruſe: a 
while upon the Cixcumſtances of #Tiberiury 
who, in a free Letter to the Senate bf Rome, 
open d the inward Bleedings of his Heartz 
with ſuch Language of Diſtraction, as 
might have ſet even thoſe a weepirig v 
for Pity, that had wept before tos at for. 
the ſad Effects of his, Tyranny and Eiiju- 
ſtice. It ſeems, being hagg'd and ſcard 
by the Night- mare of angry inn he 
took Comfort in nothing, not in the moſt 
flattering Courtſhips of the World, nor» 
yet in à Retirement from them. The one 
did but ſet ———ͤů 0%. . 
means, a glaring n che Imagination 
and — did 1 Scope, Liberty, 
and Leiſure to dark Reflections. So ſullen 
and obſtinate a thing is Guilt, that it muſt 
lie poriag on its ugly ſelf, Without End or 
Meaſure. Nay, whereas there is an in- 
bred Seu ne ſv in human Nature that makes 
it not care to confeſs its own Weakneſſes, 
he had given up even that; and cou d n 
— —2— == 
'* See Tacitus Ez heir 
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76 Adam and Eve brought to 


Words cou'd not reach the Sadneſs of his 


fore diſowens the Coward . it pro- 


very where, as one that travels in 


Eye cannot fee, the Soul feels. He wraps 


— 


help making the World a Witneſs to the 
Screiches of. his Conſcience. Notwith- 
ſanding 1 doubt not he was as hard = 
to't to deſcribe as to bear them, and his 


% ͤ ·⁰·ü mA | 
The Inference then is natural, that we 
take Sanctuary in Religion, It is, we're 
ſure, the beſt Guard in the World, and that 
of our Minds too as well as Perſons. Ti- 
morous Apprehenſions never proceed from 
it, are hardly conſiſtent with it. It there- 


tects the:Weak. The Righteons is at bold, 
as Lion; and he has Cauſe enough to 
be fo. He walks freely and aye we e- 

e Day, 
undiſturb'd with anxious Preſage, or four 
Recollections. The Paſſages of Life are 
clear, open and pleaſant. His Heart light, 
and his Steps ſecure. There's a bright 
Defence of heavenly Powers ſet about him. 
Such ocular Proof indeed as was vouchſaf d 
the Servant of Eliſbha, is with heldʒ and one 
Reaſon hereof is this, he does not deſire, 
at leaſt does not need it. For what the 


himſelf up in his own Innocence, as an 
impenetrable Armour, and fears no Evil, 
becauſe he does none. Let the Elements 
bluſter abroad, they cannot affect one that 
abideth in a good Room within Neves 


a Senſe of their own Wretchedneſs. 79 
A clean Breaſt” affords the ſweeteſt Re- 
treat at all times, and in the greateſt 
Solitude, he is a good Companion to him 
ſelf. At length, after many Years of Sc. 
lace and R he wears off ſmoothly 
and expires in Beatitude: According to 
that of the Prophet, The Work of Rrgh- 
reouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and the Effect of 
Righteouſneſs Quietneſs, und Aſſurance for 
ever. So much Reaſon have good Men to 
be ſatisfied with their own Choice. They 
have made a very wiſe one, doubtleſs, be- 
cauſe a ſafe one in 12 Piety to eve- 
ry thing beſide, and they can never repent 
of making it, ſo long as their Reaſon goes 
true, -and;judges like it ſelt. 
2. This Part of his Hiſtory gives an In- 
ſtance of the ſtrange Abſurditie, Guilt runs 
Men upon. Adam upon incurring it, and 
therewith the Penalty of Death, immedi- 
ately betakes himſelf to a Thichet; but 
what Account can be given of his Retreat? 
He was ſatisfied, no doubt, God did nat 
with bodily. Eyes look on at the [Inſtant 
of Tranſgreſſion. His withdrawing there- 
fore be from a Notion of his Omni- 
ſcience. And yet if he apprehended God 
as omniſcient and omnipreſent; why did 
he go aſide? If God Were ſo, what: could 
all the Fig-leaves of Patadiſe do for: him 
in a way of Shelter and Protection? Tis 
certain, the Thicket . not imper vias 

| ed 
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78 Adam and Eve brought to 
to Providence. * The Lord indeed call d 
| wo Adam and ſaid; Where art thou; But 
not to give you the Opinion of a Fa. 
en the, Be that it is a 
ſeyere kind of Rebuke; as tho God had 
faid, to terrify him the more exceedingty, 
«' What, and where art Thou] From what 
<. Grace and Innocence fallen! Come then 
und appear he fore me in order to Juſtice c 
If it be an Enquiry, it does not imply g- 
nonunce, but a Conde ſrenſivn, to ſet à Pats 
tern to Humane Proceſſes, only repre- 
ſents God as a good Lawgiver, who is 
backward to puniſh, and will make a full 
Inſpectiom into Fals, beſore he does ſo- 
Accordingly Adam appea 
if ſenſible 


. 
- 


rs before him, as 
'twould be in vain to do other- 
wiſe. But to act inconſiſtently again, he 
zu behind the Buſs ſtill, he ſeeks a lurk- 
= ing Place for his Iniquity, tho he cannot 
= find one for his Perſon. A ſad Story he 
tels God of hi Fear; and of his Naked: 
eſs, but not a Word of his Sia that oc- 
caſioned em; as if he thought the Ef- 
ſect wou'd/not betray the Cauſe, or God 
word be kept off by his Trouble for the 
one, from taking Cognizance of the other. 
= However the Almighty was not ſo taken 
3 up with his Compaſſſons. He beſpeaks 


m to toſtſeſs and puts a Form of Words 
2 N Fenner 12 r 
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into His Month for that purpoſe, by que- 
ſtioning, Hat tho eaten of tb: Tree 
where [commanded thee that thou fhould'ft 
nt ear? And yer with all this ſounding a 
Conſeſſion can't be extorted, only a Ju- 
ſtification and ſuch a one too as does ut 
hel to conderan him. 
| hus the whole Procedure was a Courſe 
of Contr aditfion, Had he not deſerv'd Ven- 
geance PEI ey he did nam for the abſurd 
ivy 69s Meaſures he took to eſ- 
Rid his Afrer-impettinence wis 


fu 15 ſnameful as his Tranfgreſſion. If 


his Reaſon had not deſerted him with his 
neſs, tho" it cou'd not have help'd 
Hifi d thy: firm ſure Ground to ſet 
Foo it wou d have taught him how- 
ever 46) Mead better on the infirm. The 
Fact he chu d not deny, might have been 
ingenudufly öwyned, afid what he cou'd not 
1 0 he might have bewailed grievouſ- 
ang Ito Mercy is one way of 
"Te, and: if he cou'd ſin not- 
— — ug G06 Threatni why 
he not repent too, as not nowing 
but God might thereupon turn and re- 
pent grout that he periſhed not. Re- 
 ptrtance, tho' by no means an Equivalent 
of Hevn cs had yet made the neareſt A 
prosches fo. it that wete poſſible, and 
' » FT Qt — — —— — hdd 
> Dew, ur e e eee 
nite E's; might 


might have laid ſo much Streſs. upon that, 
as to think that- if God cou'd» conſider it 

without giving up any of n 

he moſt certainly wou'd.. But he wou 

not ſave God the Trouble of a Condem- 
nation by condemning himſelf. He flies 
his Judge at firſt as Guilty, and yet pleads 
not Guilty in his Preſence. Unaccount- 

- able Acting! But Guilt is alway thus E 
tifully attended, and has Folly no leſs for 
its 8 than for its Cauſe: As 
tis impoſhible for one who hath his Eyes 
covered with Mire to ſee clearly. It ſets 
us to reaſoning and to contriving, but with- 
al ſo choaks our. Apprehenſions Nd e 
| ples our Thoughts that we ean do neither. 

It is projecting, diffident, irreſolute; it 
woculd fain go ſomewhere to abſcond and 
ſculk, but it knows not whither ; and do 
ſomething to help it ſelf, but it knows not 
what! The vile Caligula abovementioned 
ſtole under his Bed when the Face of Hea- 
In ven was troubled, for Refuge from Wrath 
Divine, which he then conceived hung over 
him. An Action worthy of a great Em 
peror! With ſuch Conduct he cou'd not  _ 

chuſe but make a Figzie-in the World, 
and in Hiftory! Strange he ſhould. make 4 
_ -a Piece of Wood his Protection; he might 

as wiſely, when fallen down, have wor- 
* it. Other Sinners have been as re- 
markable for putting their Truſt: in the 
mathe 5 ſpecious 


4 Senſe of their own Wretchedneſs. 31 ü 
ſpecious Fig-leaves of counterfeit Sanctitx 
and pretended Zeal. We can't help ad- 
miring at the Procedure, as knowing we 
have a God to do with, that can ſee Men 
thro' their Vizards, and follow em into 
all Retreats and Conctalmenta (U 
eee ee 

ius no 


„ cod rally ſuch as did all 
they cou d to ſmother their Works ON 
neſs, and ſay, to what end ist to ſtand 
contriving and to hide our ſelves? We are 
under a Guard, and there's no eſcapit 
from our Keeper But the Wonder will | 
leſſen, if we conſider tis for the preſent 
eaſe of a ſick troulled Conſeience, to hide 
thoſe Stains and Deſilements from her ſelf; 
which ſhe knows not how to remedy. As 
the Eye is à little reconciled to the Dung - 
hil, When it has the Mantle of Snow over 
it, altho it remains a Dunghil ſtills . 

* Div. Inftit. Lib. 6. P. 584. Edit Oxon. 1: 
ei neee e 4G oi Gt HW 
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Us ene 7 1505 701120 5 01 Nod & 3210 
bay! 01 4ei bas aw, 01 NM bog on 
K $ horrible a8 the Tranfareſſion was 

in it ſelf, ug nar MR much more 
Hiw oY EY this Grcdumſta that. it 


for n Grime gn ee Tratif 
22 7 them ſebris eg erk whom 


aveft: oo! ber: with intel, ſhe gawod* meof 
the Ter, und Indin eats fays une of then. 
The e 8 ? and: F: dint. aub as; 
the other. Indeed are of 2 — pi 

nion, tht are not framd ties, but 
oaly. PAR Fo : And 
if they be! ſb, I agres Witk them, there 
was no Reaſo n our firft Patents ſhou'd 
make their Caſe worſe than it really was. 
It was bad enough without ſuch an After- 
heightning; and why ſhould they take the 
Guilt of others upon themſelves, when 
they had ſo much of their own. But 1 
think we have as little Reaſon to turn 
Nori for Sinners: Under favour, the 
rds themſelves look very like Excuſes, 
and a ſhifting off of Blame; and we 00 

W 
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ho * 5 us, rt FA e covered 


Hie Fang Oe irs y con- 
115 r faking ords eo / they 

for à Con Eon with an artful Ex- 
ati ih we will enquire whether they 
* eir Caſe or no, by thus extenu- 


ating it. 
As for Adam, his Perfonal Apol as 
. before) 90955 by fp 84 
ut of the very 05s we 2 * pick Mar- 
ter enongh v4 accuſe him. or, 
Erft, Was it the Woman 
that led him into 7 Adam's 
2 was he led by her at vransftrring 
eſpecially in thi Way bir Guilt on ö 
of Sin And . „er i 
25 not Adam firſt n 
and then Eve? Was not me alſo form'd 
out of the Man, yea, for the Man? The 
Seri 75 VS, lo. Why did he ſuffer 
the. uſurp Authority over him ? 
| argue, 795 St. f Paul's Authority ; but 
alone would 12 e out. Ion 
the had her Gullt; 1 1 18 this by 
Sp by in regard of Ya Seduction by the 
ent, and it might be proved alſo with 
e' to her Behaviour Reed Adam ; 
but the Proof thereof wou'd not bring him 
in Sulttes, or med take off from his 
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84 The Apologies of our firſt Parents. 
; Stains. ., As tis not the finding an Heap of 
Filth at another's Door, that will. argue 
mine the cleaner. I own the Uſarpation, 
af Authority was a bad matter, and the 
manner of exerciſing it a worſe, but yet 
the Sufferance of both came not ſhort of 
either in Abſurdity. I own too, her ow- 
ing a Being to him, yea, and to his Ne- 
ceſſity and Inconvenience, was not only 
a Tye: upon him to conſult his Conyeni- 
ency, but an Aggravation likewiſe to the 
Crime of adviſing to his Prejudice. But if 
the ſinned greatly in enticing, ſo did he 
in conſenting, yea, likewiſe in permitting 
her to de that to which ſhe enticed. him. 
His Duty reached farther, ſaith St. Chryſo- 
Lom, than the bare Refuſal of ſo criminal 
an Overture: He ſhou'd have prevented it, 
=_— yea, than the Prevention; he ſhould out 
= of a Guardian Affection, have kept her 
da les from eating the forbidden Things 
H than from offering them. But inſtead of 
hindring, as well the bad Example as the 
Offer, to accept the one, and cloſe ih with 
the other; inſtead of leading off to good, 
to follow her in Evil, the greateſt Evil. 
This was ſuch an Inverſion of Order, this 
was ſucha Breach of Duty as. can hardly 
de reached by the Exaggerntiens. of Rhe 
torick it ſelf. If it be the Head's Pro- 
vince to fteer and direct the Body, Man 
was the Head of the Wiman to . 
poſe 2 „C 
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At leaſh we any (thing. 
more... Ihe ue 8 6 © doubts, if i the Fate 
ing as ſoon. f ollowed- the nfs 7 175 
as it doth in the Hiſtory * K. TH 
deed to have .bearkened t0 4x 2 
therefore Mi, 2 2 ſhe might entreat 
an an 28584 5 and argue for t too upon 
mplacency and god Fel- 
28 Bat 8 5 „ do no more. There 
as hardly room for a Fallacy or Impoſi- 
defy The Serpent, if acquainted with the 
modern Subtilties,. might have went to 
work with her upon "Nature of Laws 
Wade „ ſuch as that Siven to Adam no 
5 was, N em to 5 80 thoſe 
only to whom EF. deer re 
— direAtd, and tha N Sung 14h 
od ed Law. lng Adam WM Gt 


being Wxppo poſed 10 have commenc'd he 
te of her Bein hen was not f 
Fea by it. But the Ax e 


any Appearance of Force in her 
cou'd nat any e All. Law 


hg thoſe to whom they "are Ae 
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that Reaſon to 7 A Benefactbr 
doth not ceaſe to be 6ne; becauſe: his Pre 
ſent may accidentally Have been an Inebn- 
venience. Adam therefore had muck het. 
ter have let his ſly" Meme alone. Ile 
did but affront Heaven, without clearing 
himſelf. Time was hen he himfelf-in- 
od ava the Mind of God * in the 
and gou'd-profiounce hi Ws 
Fn Lagos beſt Bleffing, 8, as Welt ds = 
Compliment of the Felieities of his Para- 
diſel But now his Exigehce was deſperate, | 
hie Cauſe aii n. formal Defence; 
and ſo Gal Was call din to- filł 1 
room of Argument. n Men Who have 
ns better il it no Shame to 
botrow 9 the Canal, 1 uf 
ſecure them ſelves by throwing Dirt. = 
ſtill Silence © had been his beſt 7 | | 
Wo eee ee av, 1 


infos re 
rexel, ve in Earing; A 


— * only a Flight of Fancy ana 1 
denatien, yet doubtleſs che Excnſe was a 


Sin, and a Folly both. AS S ag beſpat-. 
tering the Face of — 4 — Pope 
a being Rot Ks 
10 Sn! 


ee 


I _— 
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no fair Return:to. place our Rxteſſes for 
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| either a Delay or an Abatement of the 

| Sentence; whereas it did neither:: It was 
no ſooner pronoumnc d than anſwered with 

| Bi Dir and if the Criminal Pleads, _ 

| 

| 


4 C ondemns. 8 
Toe Advices that offer here; are 


= Lap MW. gf 9. Re 10d i 
f | — pDHç“ 3213 e This p wanitentiom ds. 
k | Ofes."" 2 95 * monſtrates Sn to be of un 


encroaching and progreſſive 
| foo The fel firſt. Tranſgreſſion 2 
— * great enough of it ſelf; but it 
bring in a ſecond; and when Mar 
CC 
he proceede ; t0- violate a moral one 
el is Artifices. Fs 7 won d have 5 
ving gotten 1 ngerous a Fa 
might have look'd to his Feet carefully, 
tht he ſtumbled; not again: But lo! 2 
1 makes another falſe Step; char- 
fooliſhly with che former... 
rhen 1 wou'd:-know, did any Wick: 
1 angle; Tie nmel to: de 
ſo it ſeldom can with arp A. 5 it never 
Wor ith 9 Accordingly, how oft do 
In * d Lying made a Cover for an old 
hs and an Introduction. to a new one? 
as twere, do Men ad- 
Tan from Idzeneſs to Extrava 2 an 
Extraya 


bery to der? ny bu oc 
Ellie of Swearing vainy 3 
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and glib the Way to the making but lie- 


le of Swearing falſiy? When . David - 


had committed Folly with Bat hſbe bu, T- 
riab muſt be made drunk to keep the Diſ- 
honour done him, out of View, and ſa- 
crific'd afterwards, to cure the Scandal of 
the Correſpondence. When f Solomon had 
took prohibited Wives, he ſoon. embrae d 
a prohibited Religion. The: Paſſion he had 
for 2 . Momen, inveigled him over to 
ſtrange ods too. * When f Hlaxarl had 
N ans Benhadad of his Throne and 
Life, he muſt divert the Peoples Zeal from 
27 enquiring after their Prince's Death, 
by employing it in a maſt; barbarous man- 
ner, againſt the Lives of his Country's E- 
nemies. Thus one Offence begets more, 
like the Encirclings of diſturbd Water. 
When a Breach has been once made for Sin 
to enter, it is an unruly thing, as a Stream 
when the River Bank is cut; it lays the 
Conſcience waſte, and there is no ſtop- 

ing it. 50 much doth it concern us. to 

eep up the Mounds and Defences of Vir- 
tue, to ſtand aloof off from the outermoſt 
Line of Chriſtian Liberty, to conſider the 
Conſequence of every; Alon and Under- 
taking, to call no felt Indulgence, ſmall, 
or give. way to it as if it were log leſt 
—ͤ —e—ẽ— —— — . 
* 11. #1 Xinge ths || L 8. fle 

e er what 
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What is a ſmall Crime in Gur kind Con- 
ceit, proves a great one in it ſelf, When 

i eooly and deliberately weigh'd, 0 at Raſt 

in its Effects, as leading tene as are ſq 
J wou'd not have yeu Ter: £ Foot in i 
fatal Circle, becauſe when you are got into 
it, you may be ſo inchanted that you can. 
not find your Way out agzin. REY BY? il - 

2. The Narare of Adums Plea fot Him- 

Kif. ſ\hou'd be's Warning to rear Prien 
agaldſt- n. Abuſe of Influences" ahd' other 
mata Advantages, * ate the for. 
wWardeſt of any People to ſolicit and preſs 
| upon the probable Proſpe& they have of 
ſucceeding in their Deſires, and if they 
ou'd be TIN bf any Error in the Mat- 
cer, df otcaſion any Inconvenience by it, 
they low: to be forgiven dn the Seore- of 

Friendſhip. Eve, no doubt, when ſhe made 

the unha y- Tender to her Lord, ex 

Red to ts Fe him an - Advocate, "enther 

than an Acctſer-in eaſe of Thquiſtioh of 

the Fäcte But the: S_— In that Caſk 
tov'd her:i'wretchedly wn arid Ab 

s o Bnconragemment to ſack opes for 

the future, conſequently a Diſeoura, befor: 

2 all Seducements to Sin. For 

eben chatlens nged 4 3 2 815 

3 won as himſelf, and AH the Dan- 

Dotk he plead N eng mapa 

880 his Love and Joy, and whatſo- 2 b 

leth him, interpoſe to receive the r 
Strokes 
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Strokes of Vengeance that ſhe'deſerv'd for 
tenipting him to de ſo? No, he wou'd\in® 
dulge with the Woman, but with the 
Woman he wou'd not be puniſhed; All 
that he had to ſay far himſelf, was ſome- 
thing againſt her, and he ſaid it too with 
out Concern; whatever might be the Con- 
ſequence. - Not be grew a Stringer to his 
on Fleſh, and in ſpight of all the kind 
— yn 0f rn 4 her Condat — 

hy'd in its proper Colours, to ge a 
fit to hit mn. And does not the com 
mon Meaſure of the World fall as heavy 
in all Cafes where Self is equally con- 
cern'd. How rates thing is't for Men 
that are Partners in Guilt, to agree in ta- 
king every one his Proportion ? Each is 

rather for transferring even that upon the 
reſt, all Regard aſide for Honour, Friend- 
ſhip, or Relation. Hence then ſure we 
are- taken off from being Inſtruments of 
Hl to others. For who wou'd care. to 
have Adams Complement to Eve repeats 
ed thus upen himſelf, * This was my 
© Tempter, and let the Blow light upon 
« him; that is, i plain Engliſn, the“ I 
« err'd for Company, I will not ſuffer 
“ too, if 1 can wy it by a laſty Impy-! 
tation. The Gwilt is indeed mine id 
< party but may the Puniſhment be WhO“. 
« ly” his that occaſton'd both. TIs a ves! 
ry bad uſe of Intimacy and Endearment 
1 5 7 a 4 to 


j 
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Vice; but if the Hatred of Sin cannot ſtave 
off ſuch Sacrilege, methinks this Conſide- 
| — ſhou'd;, that the Fase that is be- 
2 will certainly one Day return 
the Dirt upon the Hand that caſts ft. 
3. Adam's turning over his Guilt (in 
effe&): to God Almighty on the Account 
of its being ſubſequent to that nem State 
of iLife he had put him into, was a Piece 
of Hgratit ude we can't look on with too 
much Deteſtation, to preyent a like Miſ: 
conſtruction of the ſame providential Cir- 
cumſtances. Tis a way: of ſpeaking too 
familiar with many, to ſay, Marriages are 
made and ſeal'd in Heaven, and to draw 
blaſphemous Inferences, if they are unhap- 
py in them; as tho' all their Wretchedneſs 
and Miſcarriages came from Heaven too. 
But that we may judge of this Matter 
without Prejudice, and ſee its utmoſt Hor- 
ror, let us view it in a diſt ant Scene, in the 


— 1 = —_ : = r 
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then become him to call his Maker, as it 
were, to account for his own ill Manage- 
ment, and to inſinuate, that but for the 
Help- Meer provided him, he had kept his 
Integrity ſtill? Was it not rather the height 
of  Diſingenuity to deal thus with infi- 
nite Goodneſs, and throw back- a Favour 
in his Face? We cannot think otherwiſe. 
But tis the ſame Difingenuity over again, 

| | | or 


-, 
4 


£4 


to proſtitute em to the introducing of 


Reaſonings of the firſt Offender. Did it 
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or greater; to aſcribe every Thorn of the 
wedded Pillow, as the Vulgar do, to De- 
tiny ; greater ſure, becauſe God in a more 

articular manner preſided over the firſt 

ridal Solemnity, than he has done over 
any ſince. Whilſt therefore they ' condemn 


to their own,-- whereof that is but the 
Counter-part. Shou'd the Wife of your 
Boſom, prove ſo far an Eve to you, as to 
bring Sorrow and Sin into it, this is not 
more your Misfortune than your Fault 
who ſuffer it; and the abiding Senſe of 
Adam's Unworthineſs in miſrepreſenting 
the Gift of God and his Intentions, will 
be the beſt Preſervative in that Caſe a- 
zainſt Reflect ions upon Providence, © 
As for Eve, ſhe pleaded — pA 

but Truth; for the Serpent Eve's Eva- - 
had indeed beeuiled her; the five Charge up- 
Apoftle ſays the ſame after on the Serpent. 
er twice over. But walt 
tien? Why did ſhe let him do fo? S. 
an is indeed a Tempter, as ſhe repreſent- 
d him, a cunning one too (more Serpent 
ir, in this reſpect, than that he tempt- 
d her by); but if he was cunning, the 
hou'd have cautious. Still he is but 
Tempter; he cou'd beguile, he cou d not 


» 


Judgment too if ſhe had pleas d; but for- 
doth! ſhe muſt play booty againſt 1 
ä ſell, 


his Language, they cannot well be partial 


orce. Her Will was her own, and her 


loved do make it probable, ſhe ſtood ad- 
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}f, and by truſting him with the latter | 
nutte way; for his gaining upon the former. 


De enters into Argument with him; and 
10 . i with. an Adverſary, is underſtood 


tg 
do be upon the, point of yielding. He 
therefore comes up cloſer, whereas had he 
Ow. 978 With Neglect, he had ſlank 
{2 with: Shame, Accordipg to * ſome, 
Theoheightens/ the Prabibition, tho per- 
aps wich Deſign, to lay @ greater Obli- 
Sation on her ſelf of Forbearance: For 
When God had only. ſaid of the Tree of 
Knowledge, Te ſhall not eat, ſhe ſays more, 
we; moſt acither eat ay rates it, If the 
 Rignngl: Word imports bare touching, this 
was Addition of her own, and we may 
ſuppoſe he took Advantage thereof, to 
render her the moxe uneaſy. She ſeems to 
abate of the Sanction t, and but juſt men- 
tions it, as if the firſt Glance of Thought 
upon it, gwe her a deal: of Diſturbance. 
However the Tenour of her Speech is al- 


mixing at the Keſtraint, as a+ thing paſt 

1 4 prehenſion to account for 5 — 
wanted ſame more intelligent Head to 
let her inte the Secret of its Drift. and 
Meanins, le therefore rene ws hig. Af 
faults with more Warmth and Prefling. 


4 
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He'ftrikes in with her Defire of Inſor- 
mat ibn He igives the Reſtraint a wrong 
Turm undidiſputes hay the: Penalty wick | 
an> Air oft Certathty and Demonſtration. 
And whats.ſhall I call the Neſult of ſuch 
z Dialogue? Not Victory, but Submiſſion. 
The Compliace at laſt con'd not but be 
hear ty hete the Denial at firſt was faint. 
Eve: then ing thus dere, that i, ſo 
eaſily, ſotwillingly, war doubtleſs in the 
Tranſgreſſion, and the Plea of Guile in the 
Caſeg gave à Gloſs to it rather than à De- 
Ae e i 72607 ene 
Hence I would obſerve. the ill Conſe- 
quimiges i i: (e bedliggalflib Jen 
3 Of Dere age 10.46 * 

heat upon the Under. »Prefiical Des. 
landing. Had our firſt Mo: 
ther not been deceived, ſhe had fenc d a- 
gainſt the Trangreſſion. The Fear of 
Death and Judgment well awake upon the 
Soul, would have been true to Inuotence 
and block d up Attention to every thing 
that had Deſigns upon it. That ſne maß 
be ruined therefore, ſhe tyuſt be made con- 
fident of the contrarꝝ, and the Danger hid 
to invite her into it. Lucifer miſ.ſtates the 
Caſe, and tlle Conſeqnęute, gives a new 
and bright ' Account” of things 5 hat God 
had pronounc'd Eil, he ſurnam'd Good 
he ſtarts a Proj2& of beeeming like the 
moſt High, and that under the Appear- 


ance 


1 
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”- ance of diſcovering a Secret to her; that 
God: envied her that Promotion which his 
| 2 Kindneſs was ſolicitous to procure 

for her. And when the Pit- fall is thus co- 
vered, and ſhe hood wink'd, there is no 
ſtarting at all; ſhe ſcruples not to venture 
over it. Thus the greateft Miſchief came 
ot Miſrepreſeutat iam ; and all othert are 
reſolvible into the fame' unhappy Cauſe: 
As a Diſguiſe often paſſes the Watch un- 
examin'd, when the Perſon wou'd other - 
wiſe be ſeiz d. Plutarch in the Life of So- 
lon remarks that the Athenians by calling 
3 Miſſes and Co ons, had al- 
moſt diſtinguiſh'd away the Vice, given 
it the Air of quite another thing, and 
ſo help'd it to Buſineſs. The Pagans in 
* Tertulljan's Time could hardly ſee the 
Good that ſnone forth in Chriſtians, for 
the Evil they were taught to ſuſpe& un- 
der the Name of Chriſtian. But to give 
you: the Effects of verbal Magick in an 
Home- Inſtance: Low did our Fathers ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be wheedled out of their 
antient Religion, Laws, and Privileges, by 
the popular Cry of Liberty and Property? ng: 
As for the Meaning of the Words, that Was 
to ſhift For it ſelf, - whilſt they had the tn 
Sound to ſweetly amuze and tickle them. 
Thus Braſs-Money went for good Pay, as 
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16 it hall the uſual Face and Inferi- 
ere Indeed we every Day ſee 
6% ths Abet of ' Words brings on of 
Ark! the _—_ of Things and Perſons. 
The'Reaſon is this n ee the Wie 
a rern f Wil, and the the 
ice. age: 3-833 
{Of Levity wh? Ane ee | 
Ode word ave thought it next to im- 
poſlible for Eve urider her bright Advan- 
tages for Faith ever to ſlide, at leaſt ſo ve · 
ry ſoon, into Infidelity, For was not the 
Sound -&f Revelation ſtill in her Ears, and 
God himſelf but juſt gone out of Sight? Did 
the Devil give any thing more than a N to 
God'sNea; offer ay rost Shewof Proof, 
when he drew out the "Almighty by the 
black Lines of Severity and Deceit? Vet in 
ſpigkt of former Convictions, ſhe gives 
her Faĩth and her Conſcience to his wild, 
becauſe” no off ; Suggeſtions. One coſe . 
tion 


piety "her: Mind to ſurvey, the 
ok Nature, Tendency, and all the Cir- 
cumſtances + Things would have ſet it: 


rm, aboye the Reder of Temptation; 
and ho doubt they all proffered themſelves 
to her Meditation for that Purpoſe; but 
they were diſcouraged and bid to ſtand by. 
he amuſing 3 of that falſe Ora-- 
or at her El to the Strength 
ft an Opiate; Je d up the Underſtand- 
lg and threw all the rational Natureintoa 

F ſweet 5 


— 


fweet Doze. In this kind of Lethargy, ſhe 
has only ſo much of Thought e 
ſerve to perceive and cateſs the Object that 
was ſo beautiful, fo ſhe ſuffered her ſelf 
to be carried away with the Prejudice 

. of Senſe; and then there was no Difh- 
culty in believing that to be right and true 
which ſhe firſt earneſtly deſir d might be 
o. The End ſhe aim d at, was bad and 
the Means bad whereby to compaſs it, yet 
they appear'd not ſuch to her, who never 
view'd em on the Side of their moral Na- 
ture orotherwiſe than as they glitter'd up- 
Now if Inadvertency or Shortneſs of 
thinking cou'd fruſtrate immediate Reve- 
lation it ſelf, how eaſily may it undo us 
who are ſo far remov'd from ſuch impreſ- 
ve Evidence? We lie open and bare to 
ſenſible things, our Dwelling is among 

i them, our Satisfactions from them. Be- 
1% fides, our Senſes being a great deal older 
_ -than our Reaſon, they have had a long Fa- 
3.0 miliarity with us before we receiv'd otice 
of any thing elſe beſides. Unleſs therefore 
we enlarge our Proſpect by the Benefit of 
Contemplation, and remove the material 
World out of the way, by holding inter- 
cCchangeable Intercourſes with the other, it c 


— _ 


. _-* Edward's Preſery, againſt Socin. Ps, 2. 
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cannot be avoided but that we become loſt 
to this, and ingulph'd in chat: Our Souls 
will fink down into our Bodies, and we 
ſhall have no other Apprehenſions or De- 
fires than what are fleſhly. For the Im- 
preſſions of things Eternal, are faint, of 
courſe, on the account of their Futurity 
and Diſtance; as the greareſt Star of Hea- 
ven, by reaſon of its Remoteneſs from 
us, appears extreamly litele to us, but a | 
trembling Spark of Light: But the Ima- | 
ges grow fainter ſtill, till at length they 
ſhrink to nothing, where the Under- i 
ſtanding never goes aſide to meditate and 
refreſh em. Hence it is that with the 
very Bufie carking part of Mankind, 
where Reflection is a thing quite out of 
Doors, Faith is almoſt ſo too; 

3. Of unneceſſary Striftneſs in Religion. 
* Had Eve underſtood the Precept juſt as 
God meant it, tis like ſhe had paid the 
Obedience which God required. But 
the Notion, as tho' ſhe might not touch 
what ſhe was forbid only to taſte, repre- 
ſented God to her as an hard unbenign 
Law-giver , that exacted up to Niceties [il 
and Punctilio's; and the thinking him ſo | 
lifficult to be pleaſed, rendered her care. 1 
P 
F the preſent Remark be not well. grounded, wi 
tis yet practical, and 1 follow a learned Man in 
' See Bp. Hickman's Serm. ho 15. þ 
JP | EZY 


it will return the other. An over-ſcrupu- 
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leſs in the matter of pleaſing him, She A 
ventures to taſte what in her ſtrait:lacd 
Opinion ſhe might not ſo much as tourh; 
and the more ſhe held her ſelf confin'd in 
Her Deſires, the leſs ſhe. won d be ſo in 
her Actions. In like manner Superſtition 
and Prophaneneſs are oft obſerv d to ſuc- 
ceed one another. in the ſame Perſon, and 
in the ſame degree, juſt like the Vibra- 
n a rr -which,. the far- 
r you ſwing it this way, the farther 


leut Piety is too violent to be laſting. If 
e make a thing too great a Burden to 
our ſelves, we quickly throw ĩt off for be- 
' and the Paſltons;: like a. River, 
e higher for having their Courſe 
quite ſtop'd. Lay not then the greateſf 
Weicht upon thoſe Things on which God 
'lays' the leaſt; or none at all. Yor Sto- 
mach may be eaſily over- loaded by A- 
Fed: Auſterities: Let it try firſt how it 
ran digeſt expreſs: down- right Commands, 
and when it has turned them into kind- 
ly Nouriſhment, it will be time enough to 
ſupply it with obligue Intimations and 

-Counſels 55 ect ian. S F Wii 
4. Of Jrreſolution. and Suſpenſe under 
"Temptation... Eve ſhou'd.have dane by the 
Serpent as Foſeph did by the Wife of Boy 
* 0 


tion. te go ng farther upon tha Ane, 
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A ſtout and immediate Negative won'd 
have cut the Siege ſhott.- Finding her in 
earneſt in her Refuſals, he would not have 
ſtayd to be the triumphsof ber Virtue. 
But a Treaty once admitted, the Fort was 
loſt. His Approaches, that were at firſt - 
baſhful , were freer afterwards upon the 
Hint of an Inclination ſiding with him, 
and the ſeeming Modeſy of the Interro- 
gition, Huth G ſaid ? readily paſs d in- 
to the Boldneſs of an Aſſertion, ye ſhall 
not ſurely e 30.5456 Ny een 5 4239 
Whenever we are ſet upon by evil Sug- 
geſtions, Get thee behind me Satan, that 

is, a flat Denial without a farther Reaſon, 

is an Anſwer beyond all Reaſons and Ai 
thorities that can be produc d. Hereup- 
on he is quite non - pluſt, as knowing not 
how to deal with us, and like an Enemy 
out of Heart, he ſtealeth off in Deſpair. 
But if we come once to deliberate, we are, 
gone. He asketh no more than an Ear, in 
ordet to an Impreſſion. This gets him 
Ground to plant his Batteries, and ſo w 
are taken captive by him at his Will. an 
innocent Man falling into Company, if 1 
he wou'd not be infected by it, muſt in- 1 
ſtantly leave it. Tis not enough to pur- [| 
poſe never to be infected. He cannot un- i 
lertake for that, whilſt he continues in it: | 
ood Nature is free and pliant; Mirth ö 
rows off Guard; Fear of Ridicule calls | 
1 F 3 for 
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for a little Compliance, and Example em- 
boldens. By the Help of ſuch diſguis'd 
Snares as theſe, the harmleſs Adventurer 
is inſenſibly betrayed, and becomes at 
length the Aan he once wou'd not have 
been for all the World, and thought he 
ſhould nevere. And the ſame Event will 
happen as oft as parallel Caſes do, where 
Men invite Temptation, ſtay to receive, 
2 contentedly ſit by and dally with it; 
liſten. in the leaſt to any bad Advice, or 
bear at all the Propoſal of any Evil. Yea, 
the very combating a Temptation, tho 
with Strength of Argument, giveth it an 
Advantage that we can very ill afferd it, 
becauſe we can't ſet our Minds to do ſo, 
but we muſt bring its Flatteries more in 
view which want only to be taken notice 
of to find a way to our Hearts. The on- 
ly way of Conqueſt is to fight flying. 
There is no truſting to our preſent Mind 
and good Intentions, unleſs we draw back 
at firſt.qut of thoſe Circumſtances, thoſe 
Opportunities that are apt to change em. 
JF. Of Self Opinion and Indifference to 
thoſe Helps a Directions Providence 
affords us for dr Conduct. How much 
our firſt Mother ſtood in need of good 
e Wis dle WY .her fe 0 
cial Condition gave her an Opportunity 
of receiving it, and who then Fill not 
upbraid her for not taking it? She * 
8 2 to 
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too > eons Sr make juſt Remarks 
her ſelf upon the State of Things. In this 
Caſe nothing more proper than to debate 
the Matter with one that had a cooler 
Head and a loving Heart to ſerve her. 
Tho? he fail'd under the Temptation that 
came thro' her Hands, he might have 
acted well and wiſely in the conſult; 
Part; at leaſt ſhe had more Reaſon to ſuf- 
pect her Own Judgment than his. And 
the asking it would have been her Vir- 
tue, as twas his Right, poſſibly a Prote- 
ction too from Miſcarriage. But ſhe 
keeps the guilty Secret to her ſelf, ſcorn- 
ing to truſt that very Boſom with it where- 
in ſhe lay with Delight and Confidence, is 
too wiſe for Admonition, and ſo beſj 
her 'own Ruine rather than comes by it 
unwittingly. | 
And now I need not mention who are 
concern'd in the 9 art of her 
Caſe. The weaker Veſſels fare will on 
courſe beg Sapport from the ſtronger. The 
Affairs even of the Men are oft too weighs 
ty to reſt on a ſingle Judgment. Tea the 
wiſeſt of Men are hardly wiſe enough in 
things that concern themſelves, their own 
IIntereſt or Pleaſure. Their Spirits want 
to be temper'd, and the Counſel they give 
© themſelves, to be examin d, becauſe like 
to be ſuch as their Affections call out for 
tather than their Reaſon. offers. But if 
117 F 4 Conſultation 
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204 The Apologies of our firſt Parents. 
Conſultation be neceffary to our Sex, how 
much more to the other, who are born 
inferior in Intellectuals or ſeem ſo thro' 
[Diſadvantage of Education. I'm ſure the 
_ Apoſtle ſuppoſes this, when he injoins em 
to keep Silence in the Church, as unfit to 
teach; and to ask Queſtions at home, as 
needing to learn. And I their leave 
to ſay, were the Husbands Opinion and 
Conſent oftner took along with em in 
what they goabout, their Families wou'd be 
much happier and themſelves more in- 
nocent: For as a pious Writer wittily ob- 
ſerves, He is the Head, and a Man wou'd 
think the Underſtanding ſhould. be there. 
The wiſe Son of Sirach * ſpeaks thus upon 
the Subject. A filent and a loving Womer 
#s the Gift of the Bond; ani there 65 no- 
thing ſo much worth as a Mind well 14 
ferutted.------ If there be Kindneſs, Meek. 
nels and Comfort in her Tongue, then is 
not her Husbaud lite other Men. Indeed 
I can imagine uo Happineſs, no Intecence 
on this- fide the Paradiſiaral, like that of 
the Married, where the Thoughts and De- 
ſires of the one Party are the Thoughts 
and Deſires of the other; where thoſe 
tender Affections that make up the true 
Lovelineſs of humane Nature reciprocate, 
whe re-Superjorityisgentie and SubjeRticn | 
— — ” — | on 3 4 — — hn , 
Fecluſ. 28. 14. . 38,23 
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than 1 necelft to prove it tarthly and 

that it wants an Heaven to perfect * 
To theſe Thoughts let me add a general 

ee or two upon the Primitive Apo- 
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counting” 5 Un Actice. la. 1146 
at” Apologizing is a Plates. . ate 
as fie? as that Sin is ſo. Pie 
50 Nerd. . and make room for ee other 
y Turns. What was/an'Hheavy Crime in 
its Nature before: Cn on, Ke 
but 2 Frailty after it. Treaſon then paſſes 
into the Love of our Country, Cheating 
into Providence, and Dire bling into a 
Neceſſity of the Times. e wanton in 


end when in Years; this is but 


walk'd abroad without 4 Diſguiſe. If 


8 ＋ 4 ©% 0 
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| None that's but a 11 of Youth if - 
tage. When was it known that Evil 


* Herod cuts off the Head of a Saint, tis 


: 106 The Ap ologies of our-furft Par ents. 
| and Abiram rebel againſt Moſes, tis for 
maintaining the juſt Privileges, of the 
Congregratian. . 1 ſells his Birth- 
right, twas ſtill his Brother that ſupplan- 
ted him. If Cain ſlays Abel, he is none 
of his Brot her s Keeper. A fair Plea al- 
way for a foul Action! Nor is't at all a 
Wonder, conſidering that the Hiſtory 


thereof leads us up to Adam. It ſeems, 
we have it entail'd upon us by a kind of 


Traduction ftom him. But if we could 
claim Kindred upon no better an Account, 
we might well be contented to drop the 
— . . ²˙ ter: 
Again, the bad Succeſs of theſe Subter- 
fuges or Evaſions may ſerve to diſcounte- 
nance ſo fooliſh and vile a Practice. When 
the ſinning Pair had made the beſt of their 
Caſe, it look'd ill ſtill in the fight of God, 
as you'll ſee in the ſequel of the Story. 
The Accuſation of the, Iaſtrument did not 
Have, any more than it did clear, the Prin- 
cipal. Vengeance ſpreaded as wide as the 
Guilt, and was not ſoftened by Excuſes. 
And if we look forward to their Poſteri- 
ty, What have they been the better for 
mimicking them? Did Denial of Fact 
d off Cain, or prevent a Baniſhment 
for' t? Did the Cry of Zeal for God's Peo 
I Numb. 16, + Sen. 27. || Gen. 4 
„ . 
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The Apologies of our firſt Parents. 107, || 
le benefit the Corabites, or 2 a | 
udden Deſtruction? Did -the. Plex of ſa- i - 

crificing juſtify Saul's breaking a Command 

that was dearer to God than Sacrifice, or il 

prevent a Rejection? Theſe Sinners againſt ||} 

their own Souls did all ſuffer for their fine 8 
Speeches, at leaſt notwithſtanding them. I 

And can we, after all this, expect that | 
Sin ſhould ceaſe to be Sin by being coye- ' 

red? Or can we cover it from the all- 

ſeeing Eye of Heaven? By endeavouring ³ 
to do ſo, we bring God's Wiſdom into 

queſtion 3, and will the diiporing One At- 0 

tribute recommend us to the Compaſſions 0 

of another. Beſides, if, upon doing wic- 

kedly, the Excuſe atton'd for the Tranſ- 

A wou d be the Duty of Con- 
. where the Vertue, the Neceſſity 

of Repentance ? Thus it will be of little | 

Service to us to hide our Iniquity, as-A-- 

dam. Hi being hid did but the more ap- 

pear and ſo will Ours. The Mantle then 
ad better be not put on, and good Reſy- 
lations made againſt Sin, inſtead of bad 

Excufes for it. N 
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| "HE opener of our Firſt Parbnty 

has. been ſafficiently inſiſted on; 
| we will now contemplate! bh 

| oy of God infliaed for it. 10 
The Serpent that was an daſtrumont i in 

the e was a ſparer alſo in the 


Sentence. 36 In A 903 ;, Tbs: 
. Ulle bad his- VoletilePri- 

"The ae. epd , and freer Motion, 
Curſe,  exchang'd for a crawling 


Poſture, and the Food of Fruit for that 
of Duſt. The being „n doomꝭd to 
the latter ſounds like i vation of the 
former. And a very fore l Lot this! ſuch 
as argued him curſed above all Cuttle, and 
above every Beaft of the Field. For what 
- Life can be groſſer than to live 15 Dung 
hil Filth, what Condition more ignomi- 
nious than to be trodden under Foot of 
Men? But to underſtand the Alteration a- 
— we muſt not exclude by it all er 
- „ See A, B. Teniſon on Idolatry, c. 14. 
Pr 0- 


- 


on tht rt Trenfreſlon: 169 


Proviſion, becauſe tis certain in —— he 
has a Stomach for better things, and 885 


ning ettough to procure them * himfelf rags 


nor may we any more extend 


Poſture, to all And of Ser e ee 5 


fine it to one individual 


Ne are ſome that have Ache Ges of 8 


themſelves erect, if not of fly in 
de rhaps'ss Memorials of the f 
Setpeiitine Perfection. And if we * 
with Joſephus they had Feet opc 
who now have none, this is not ſuch ch 
mighty Strain of Fancy, conſidering the 
ng Difference between, the Ju 
ſtances of Adam Bein n and 
. innþt Inverfion of univerſal Nature. 
As great however as his Loffes haye been, 
the unt hinting Animal is not ſenſible of 
them; neither did they argue God was of- 
fended with him for what he uld not 


help, the' Diabolical Poſſeſſion, 06 Thy when 


the good Father ſtrikes the Ped out 


Child's' Hand, 15 785 he catches = 
hey . Lines with it, the Quill is not zi 


at b His Reſentment. The Change 
not ng 2 as a Puniſhment to the nge Was 
ut a Leſſor to guilty Man, 5 5 


hs he fr Re Sutin of 
Det Abafement, who for circ "I 
the in the Body, or under t e. 
ange at leaſt of the other, recei\ We is 
r too under that Appearance. Thus 
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our Saviour (curſed the Fig- tree, not ſo 
much for its Barrenneſs as Men's Hypocri- 

lively ſhadow'd qut by itz, to give in ze 
an earneſt of the Judgments laid ap for his 
. worſt Enemies, the Scribes and Phariſees, 
that made a Bom of good Works, as that 


did of Figs, but brought not forth what 


mond anſwer the fair Appearance, Fruits 
cet for Repentance; to ſignify poſſibly 
by ſuch an Emblem the approaching Ma- 
lediction, or Re jection of the Jewiſb Nati- 
on threaten'd afterwards, Matth. 21. 43. 
Of this ftrange Severity the 
— Uſeful Uſe may be this, viz. to deter 
Remarks. Men from acting in. Subſeruien- 
cy to wicked Deſign,. Many that wou'd 
not dare to ſtart a ſinful Propoſal will yet 
1 one, and miniſter to it in the 
Execution, partly out of an Eaſineſs of 
Temper or Fear of diſobliging, 8 on a 
Proſpect of ſheltering themſelves under 
the Plea of being over-aw'd or drawn in 
by others. The Contrivers of the Mic 
chief, they are willing to ſuppoſe, will 
carry away ſuch a large Proportion of the 
Guilt that there will be hardly any left 
fror them to ſhare. . And while theſe are 
_ calld out to. Puniſhment, and to Infamy, 
they hope. to Real off unobſerv'd them- 
& * ſelves. But what ſhall I call this but falſe 
4 Reaſoning and fatanical Deluſion ? For 
ga an the Commands or Perſuaſions i 5 


" the Fu dae 112 i 
ſuperſede the, Laws of God, or make that iſ 
— in me which is in ĩt ſelf crimi- = 
nal. I owe them. perhaps Service; Im 
ſure, I owe God Innocency. We muſt 
not make our own Will the Rule of our j 
Actions, conſequently not anothers, be- 
cauſe either is but Human; that is, ſub- 9 
7 and accountable to the Divine. || 

an involuntary Inſtrument in Evil fell 
as it were under Cenſure, what will be 
the Portion of voluntary Ones, when of- 
fendedJaſtice comes to reckon with them? 
If a meer Bea that could not fin, yet ſuf- 
| fered becauſe an Aſſiſtant. in Sin, what is 
on * 5 A Beings N ee 
end thei eet, or Mouths to 
the e of it? I can't but think 

God deſign'd us this Inference, When he 
ſo formally addreſs'd himſelf to taking 
Vengeance, Becauſe thou haft done this, 
curſed, &c. However, if the Argument 
won't ſerve alone for proving the Danger 
of guilty . Compliances, we have melan- 
choly Fact to ſecond it. When the * Cap- 
tains of Fifties and their Companies were 
ſent to apprehend the Prophet of God, 
Heaven paid 'em for. their Trouble by an | 
immediate Deſtruction. Ababs Commiſ. 
ſion, it ſeems, cou d not bear em out in 
what they did. The Errand being vile, 1 
their going upon it was ſo too. Whateves {|| 
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1 Per ſon Aguinſt your Sour; and let 
? the Reverence of any Man eaſe you. to 
The Obligation of Obedience hes 
on th fide Thins 'unla\vfol if you've 
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verfion that has pa Gu erer fince bet! 
him e witneſſes to us the ſegafarin 
3 of en the leſt Cory 4 8 not 
Evil. This rente eas 8 k. 1 drea 
1 ag he Was ca tle of Miſchi 2 
quietiy recei“ bis Name, zd as friend. vpor 
Moe kis Nature: Othetwife he had term 
EA ivy deen admitted by Eve to thoſe Fa- Wor 
miliarities of Acceſs which brought about 
her Ruine: But Ihen once the Devil had 
acted his Impoſtute by Him, Hi Tor and 
Hate bare Nom he is als dxeaded, 
and alway te lthying. Deſfrufhion is he enen 
Expectance, as if he had an Impreſſion, bottit 
or Alber Conſeiou) Heſs of ſome ancient In- it the 
ry never to be forgiven, and 14 — {chief is 
his Buſineſs as it were in his own Defence. 
-M "A ds 3 s in 
AHierugiyphic, that no Injury is To” muc 
"reſented as that which affects our Morals 
* have W. Oe, "who have 3 
F . W [| 
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who Jealouſies, but Brethren in Jniquity? 
The gratifying of one Paſſion calls up ano- 


been lewd Confederacies, there will be on 
Courſe irreconcileable Enmity. And now 
one woud think we ſhou'd Ve afraid 'of 
eatin ing ſout Grapes' that are like to ſet our 
Teeth on Edge againſt one another. 
Who wou'd come near an untoward Beaſt 
to be kick d by it? What Satisfaction is 
there in beginning a Correſpondence upon 
ſuch unlawful Grounds or Purpoſes as can- 


not juſtify ĩt, and 8 are 1 * 


break it off with Bitterneſs, 


The Curſe that took _—_ | 
fe te D Dey Deol 


upon the Serpent, di 

terminate in him. The a.. 

Words of it, eſpecially the Jatber, 7 ye 
put Enmity, &c. agree alſo to the” Devil 
who--poſeſs'd him, at leaſt one way or o- 
ther ſery'd himſelf of him in his malignant 
Enterprize. That Poſſeſſion or Subſervi- 
3 might weil occaſion the {i 


in the ſame Menaces. And indeed 


if they ere not to be underſtood of both 
(in a different Senſe) we ſhould be it à 
los to find a Puniſnment allotted ſor the 
Creature that deſerv'd/it moſt: Whereas 
tis not to be ſuppos d Divine Vengeante, 
that took old of the leſſer Delin nents, 
would paſs by che Chief. :-I con Foſes 


* = Jew underſtands the Words fin- 


1 


ther to revenge it; and where there have 4 


ply of natural Antipathy F 
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the Chriftian Fathers; ſo do not the Few: 

Paraphraſts them ſelves. Inſtead that 

lank and jejune Interpretation, they afford 

us the, That the Meſſiah ſhould ſet fallen 

Man upon his Legs again by — mani 
1 


1 feſted in the Fleſh to deftroy the Wor 


1 
of the 
Devil. And we may reaſonably abide by 
it, becauſe it gives us at once what will 
.anfwer the Ends of Juftice and Fact too. 
For what could be more grievous to a ma- 
licious proud Spirit, than to be told he 
ſhould one Day loſe his Power over Man- 
kind as he at firſt gain'd it, by « Woman ? 
What more true than that' he has loſt it 
thus? Chriſt, Wwho was properly the Seed 
of the Woman, becauſe excluſively of the 
n, (being born, without him, of a 
pure Virgin) in the Fulneſs of time con- 
-quer'd him to our Hands. He indeed 
-bruis'd his Heel, as cruſhing his Humani- 
ty to Death: But our Lord broke: bis Head 
eſſectually by triumphing over Death: > 
But we are not to ſtrain 
A Refle- this Conqueſt, as tho it left 
ion. nothing for us to do. The 
Enmiy ſtill continues between the two 
Seeds, and that mutual Averſion of Man, 
and all viperous Animals above - mention'd, 
35 1mprov'd by Providence into a Hunboli- 
cal Signiſfication of it. We read in what 
the natural Serpent does what the ſpiritud 


one 


Suppe 
ouſne 


28 to 


5 5 


2 onthe 3 trs 
one can do, That his Attempts 
like the àſſaulting of a Man Mm his 
— is turn'd, and yet weak, like the 
ifing of the Heel; That he is an arnant 
_ Coward; and will draw. off upon the leaſt 
Reſiſtance ; and that being like one, not 
ſecure of his own Strength,” he muſt lie 
n the Catch, and take us at all Diſ- 
3 Here then we are tacitly ad- 
moniſh'd to be at once vigilant and yet 
1 The aſſur'd Suddenneſs of the 
— * roaches requires Circumſi 1 
ion. own Feebleneſs of his Ef- 
forts forbig Deſpair. Theſe Conflicts were 
| be oy Hg — gow 8 a 
5 co equen * Ss. ut 
their peculiar Troubles beſides, .. 9.90 
The Sentence on the N W | 
man reaches her in the Ca- Tie Women's 
pacities both of a wa Portion. 
and, a Wife ; turning her | 
bez en into Burdens. As the one, 
ains in breeding, hearing, 
— for has a and bri inging Up. jen | 
the Uneaſineſs of Lordly Commands and 
fore'd Submiſſion, Not that there — 5 
have been no Submiſſion due to Aan upon 
Suppoſition of a Perſeverance, in Ri * 
ouſneſs. For Elderſhip and Dep« | 
8 to Being, . wou'd have exacted it 43 T4. 
bute. Theſe were Reaſons for it before ſhe 
ee. and ene won d — 


brings 4} 


been if dee ind hots has 
it wou d have been paid with Pleaſure, be- 
ing ſweet and eaſy as Nature itſelf, it! how 
— heavily, and with' Regret" as Pe- 
nance. Obedience, alas the Word is what 
many of that Sex cannot bear, and yet the 
thing all muſt, Duty obliges to ay” and 

| een * procures it. 
And tis worth obſerving 

Posh how in this latter Appoint- 

Rerharks. ment Severity anſwers Guilt, 
The Womam precipitantly 
follows Her own: Oeſire, acted in a very 
nice and weighty Point without imparting 
the Matter to her Husband: For'this Ren- 
N ſon her Deſire 2 — n her Hurband, aud 
bie hall rule oer bur that iv is decreed 
by way of 0 e dh hor Ovorforwardne! 
| car che Will 1 giddily rus away with 
ſhall be hers no longer, buk ven a os tb he 
determin'd by the Man 26. The Voke the Was 
for throwing off, when ſo very lightz is 
5 tidon again with doubſe weigſit; as un- 
ruly Children, chat ramble away from the 
ben of an eaſy Maſter, are twice as 
confin'd afterwards: 

This then may be an Argument for Pa: 
tienet under the divine Diſpenſations of 
whatever kind. Eve: gain'd nothing by 
quarrellin with the Condition of her Be- 
ing, and the Laws of her Sex but additio- 

F nal ties 0 — heavier . 


She. broke her Teeth. with the biting the 
Chain... And what does ever come gf Re- 
luctancy and Oppoſitian to ſettled Rules 
and Methods, but farther reſtraint, even 
5 —— RR of dat ve" If 
a Prince be encroach'd upon by his Subjects, 
he is but provak'd: thereby to tye * 
hands, as much as may be, that mats 
vile an uſe of their Liberty 7 and we have 
known Rebellion to a lawful, juſt and genels 
Government. introduce the Tyranny:of an 
Uſurper. So that Submiſſion in all Caſes 
of Power and Authority is as well the wiſeſt 
as the moſt dutiful Method of Management, 
becauſe the more: we ſtruggle With our 
Bonds, We tye che knot the faſter :. 
Hut a father Improvement may be made 
of the Maledittion. The ground of it ſeems 
to have been not ſo much-Eve's ſinning her- 
ſelf, as her tempting: Adam to Sin: For 
when Adam ( being queſtiond by God a- 
bout h paſti behæy iour) lays the Tempta- 
tion to her, the Almiglity: as it were turn- 
ing to the Woman, expaſtulates thus, 
What is this that thou haſt done ? Here his 
Tranſgreſſion is made hers who: led him 
into ĩt. And tho the perſonal Act of eat- | 


ing is aeknowledg'd thereupon antecedent - 
ly-to the CGurſe, yet God gives. no new | 
Reaſon for denduneing it. His 1 | 
t too when he did, that is, e er Man had 
teceiv'd his Sentence, ſeems to give 1755 
5 8 re- 
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Preference in the Guilt, And let me add, 
| that the * Apoſtle ſpeaks of what ſhe had 
done with ſuch an Emphaſis as if ſne were 
the only Tranſgreſſor. Whence it follows, 

that to tempt to Evil, is to do Evil, an 
that in the worſt Senſe. Indeed it ſuppo- 
ſes tlie having done it already; it being im- 
probable one ſhou'dlike that at ſecond hand, 
| which he has not known at the Fr}. And it 
ſuppoſes too an Inclination to the doing it 
| + again; it beng unlikely one ſhou'd love to 
| fee what he does not love to practice. It 
implies alſo as much ill - will to the Perſons 
of Men, as it does Complacency in their thak 
| Vices; it being hardly to be'imagin'd one 6 
ſmou'd endeavour what he knows will tend r Wo 
' to another's Ruin, without wiſhing his . 
Ruin at the ſame time. In all which re- 82 
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as ſurviving UG to endurg inch Mikey 
as a. alt God: hal thought fit to infiict. 
The Sentence of- Death reached not the 
Spirit, becauſe immortal by Nature = 
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Aan, may, be apt ta ask hom is 
Man taſteth Death forſhii 
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comes in to dur Relic : 400 makes his Re- 
fares Aion an 'earheft andy ge. of 92 5 


Conſiſting as we do 
att hot hes be A ne e 
beotight t 7 One. Pur e Pho 
fion was made dr fo this, and raife vur ſelves 
we cord not fromthe State of Death any 


more than 8 — our falling ob it. 
We had n der it for 


ever, had got Chriſt tod Aiſe uus 
ad to LONG te fut ye 5 ws 
a 45 
er 58 ab} oh habe Power of 
he cou 8 to the 9 od, bu 
of Thitigs. ''The' Serpent juſt bruiſe his 
Del ere he cou d break the Serpent s Head. 


atisfy t ©; he bore the Curſe 
of it be fe 
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5 wo] 4 92 ? 
ore de he waa 3 not 1 755 Mur 
that fined; and how then had he fedeemed 
it? The Nature he dyd in 1 n 

5 pure 
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pure and holy; he was the Sen of Mary, 


F that is, of an immaculate Virgin who con- 
ar: ei d him by the Operation of the Holy 
I e - Otherwiſe he had deſery'd to ſuffer 
* on his own account, and how then had he 
irs, expiated for others by ſuffering? The Na- 
We tare he dy'd in was immortal by an inter- 
Fre nal Principle, and ſo not under the Sen- 
i⸗ tence of Death 5 he was the Everlaſting Son 
les of God : Otherwiſe he had dy'd on courſe, 
and how then had he made his Soul an Offe- 
wo ring for Sin? Otherwiſe he had not riſen 
art all, much leſs by his own Power, and 


dor how then had he conquered Death, and gi- 


1e. 

Bre Nena new Life to the World? Being 64. 
en in one Perſon; he had every thing 

but neceſſary to fender his Blood acceptable 

nent and meritorious. And now that ke ſhou'd 


ſpend-his righteous Blood ſo freely for the 
Wal Redemption of Sinners, what manner of 


ark I Lee wa this7-For-poot Priſoners of Cor- 
7 o tuption to get the maſtery over it, and to 
wh have their whole ſelves back agen perfect 
Ifing and entire after Death, is a Bleſſing they 
le cannot magnify in too high a key of Gra- 
4 rude to their great Deliyerer. O let us 
tere Wlive to him Who dyed that we might, 
Bie. on SYS une 29G 25, 215-2501 
e. I wou'd take notice what Streſs of 


hought that Account deſerves of AH 
being Duſt, and returning to Duſt again. 
he Words are much oftener read than 

. 1 minded. 


minded. I mean, as to their full Drift 
and practical Importance, There's a deal 
of inffruQion -couch'd under them. Jn 
the firſt Application they were very. forci- 
ble, no doubt; they cou'd. not but ſet A. 
Ham Heart a e his Spirit 
as it were dead within him, and ſpread o- 
ver his Face the fad Colours of Mortality. 
But in regard of his Poſterity, they are 
farther i»:provable and carry * Dint 
of Perſuaſion with them. God meant em 
as an Humiliation to his 1 Genius, 
and how do they come with double Force 
directed to us for that purpoſe. For frf, 
we are fram'd' of Duſt; to much greater 
Diſadvantage. - Adam came forth from it 
clear of all its Vileneſſes, a perfect Man 
the firſt Minute. His Body was fit for 
Service, and prepared fox the Soul to act 
in as ſoon as they came together. The 
Senſes in their earlieſt Exerciſe gave full 
Intelligence, and the ſtrength of Age ſhone 
forth in Infancy. But all theſe Privileges 
of Being are quite ſunk, yea, they died 
With him. Now Birth N 
diſtant things. When firſt born, we know 
as little of our ſelves and everything #- 
bout us as Brutes, and have nothing di- 
ſtinguiſning us from them, except a great- 
ex Inability to help our: ſelves whether in 
the chuſing of proper: Food, or the avoid 
ing of natural Enemies. Exceeding ſlow 
no 
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now are the Steps of Nature. We: riſe 


lo che Anim!” Life is breaking out by little 


ci- and liftte, the Rational ſleeps. In ſhort, 


A- ſenſeleſs, unactive Duſt ſeems to have Pow: 
er over us for a time, and, as if it were 
o- 1oth we ſhou'd get above our Original, to 
ty: ſtruggle with the Soul for Maſtery in, 
are Sur Return to the firſt Principles is — 
ier Ada» indeed in- the very Day 
Phis Deſection, did ſurely/ die in ſuch a 
ius, Senſe as verified the Prediction that he 
Yee BY ſhow'd4/ that ig; a legal one, did ſurely and 
brft, irretrievably become obnoxious to Death, 
ater WW 45 orten bis Life to Divine Juſtice 

m it i Hut chen End Hundred Years ore: f 
Man tojerable Youth find Activity paſsd over 
t for re he Actually went off: (God ac- 
act ceptinig pofſibly in the mean time, the Life 


The of Beaſts as Ranſom for his; for tho w- 


> full wee not that he \{acrific'd, we read what 
hone makes it N did; "Viz." touching 
leges Wl the Shiny of Beaſts, 'whoſe Death at that 
died tlinewe 75 ut to no otherlatcount than 
y are chat of ſacri the. Y But Rardly any ſince 
DW I have been able to reach a Quarter of that 
Period excep t the Anttdilubiant. But fevy 

even of 4 viz. nine in & lineal Succeſ- 

Tom a- of Herd Record for very long 


Kd mls Bohn" br cs 
ſidly that lineal Succeſſion and Male 5 55 
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al into Manhood but by Inches, and while 
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ſent from the reſt, may be the ground of 
the Relation) yet we may at leaſt, that 
not many more were ſo, and that thoſe 
.ow'd their long Life to An: „ 

Support of Providence. * aff rde 
zus a Remark to ground = Sappolition 
2 wit, that 2 were ſuch as were 

beloved of Gad, and uſeful too on the, ac- 
count of | their tranſcendent , Virtue , to 
*keep/up 2 Senſe of Religion, and. me | 
Arts in the World. | TIis true, che Seri 
-pture ſeems to confine the Invention of 

Arts, at leaſt the Mechanical, to the Race 
of wicked Cain, and ſo by 1 ge p 
they may ſeem to —— for a ſhaxe of 4 
K 
Wu 


*the Joys, on But as the N 8 el 
ent as to that matter, ſo if 

Aſefulneſs ſtill allows us n that 
Strength of Nature did not help /em to it, 
Hut a ſpecial Providence regarding then 
For 3 Uſefulneſs. However with us 
"that now bring up the Rear of 's 
Poſterity, the ene Crafis of the Body. is 
broken 3 and tis odds but by threeſcore 
awe drop into the row Our Declenſions 
are oft precipitant, and ſome ſpiteful Ac- 
»cident — er plunges us much ſooner. Ear 
And now if the Meanzeſs and the Meal. Pro 
neſſes of Duſt do thus hang aboutaus, how otic 
ought we. to take the Argument zand the the 
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mpre ſſion home to our ſelves, that were 
deſigned for our Progenitors in the firſt 
place? Our Qondition as being a great: 
deal worſe, doth more eminently entitle 
us to both And what ſhould be the Re- 
ſalt, but awful and ve verend Apprehenſions 
of the God that inhabiteth Eternity, vile 
and abject ones of our little ſelves that are- 
akin to nothing? Abraham hardly knew 
how to rake apon him to ſpeak unto the Lord 
who was but Duſt and Aſbes. This Re- 
flection laid him ſo low in Thought before 
his Maker, that even to pray unto him, 
and that in behalf not of himſelf, but 
others) book d like a leſſer, though pious, 
kind of Preſumption. He therefore uſhers 
in his Prayer with a Preface of the deepeſt 
Senſe of his own Unworthineſs and an In- 
ſinuation too that the Cafe required it. 
And can we be the Sons of Abraham; and: 
yet forget to humble our ſelves daily in 
the Duſt of the Sanctuary, and approach 
the Divine Preſence with Solemnity, a 
compoſed Spirit and a bended Knee, in due 
reſpe& to his ecellent Greatneſs? What 
Poſture. ſo ſuitable in a Lump of figur'd 
Earth, as Proſtration on it? What De-- 
meanor ſo comely in a Child of Corru- 
ption, as Dependence upon God? What 
way of Reaſoning ſo neceſſary in a Crea-- 
ture of a Day, as Submiſſion to the Will 
of Providence? _ let 3H: © 74 
H 3 There.- 
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mending it to our Judgments and our 
then may the heavenly Potter challenge 
of Being ? All the Homage he can receive, 
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my Learning, or my Wiſdom? Shall the 


150 .The Divine Vengeance 
There is not a Duty: of onr Religion, 
but theſe Conſiderations {whence we came, 
and whit her we are going) one or both of 
them may be ſubſervient tb, in -recom+ 


Practice. Are we Veſſels of Clay? What 
from us by way of Return for the God 


or we pay. Is our firſt Eſtate a Condition 
of Feebleneſs and Incapacity? How does 
this lay upon us Obligations of Endear- 
ment to thoſe that hetp'd: to: ſupport and 
under: prop our fleſhty Tenemant till it 
could alone; nurs d up the uu ſiniſh d 
Organs of Senſe and Motion, and ſupplied 
our Want of Reaſon with theirs? Does 
the beſt Memory get Damps from Age, 
and the beſt Judgment often ſink into lg: 
norance or Miſapprehenſion? Where then 
is haaſtingi N i cu. For if I may 
one Day become an arrant Fool, I ſhould 
be one already, did I bear up my ſelf on 


Earth we ſcornfully tread on, e're it be 
long proudly receive us under it, and ſuf - 
fer none of our Pomp to follow us. Let I 
us then be beforehand with the Grave, 
and llide off from the World in' our Affe- 
ctions. Is the 1 on a- pace, 
when the brighteſt Sun muſt ſet in Obſcu- 
rity ? It follows thence, that the Goon 
| 3 7: - ye 
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on the firſt Tranſgreſſion. 15+ 
„ vet to come, are ſew enough for Heaven, 
> and the Buſineſs that tendeth thither. _ 
„Such Thoughts fill exfily from the pre- 
0+ ſent Subject, and I pleaſe my ſelf with re; 
r flecting that the * Fathers lead the way 


at Hin them. In ſhort, there is no Philoſophy. 


ge like that we borrow from our own Frail- 
ty, and he that remembers his Beginning: 


k 1 


and his End, ſball never do amiſſ. 


on 4. Tis worth contemplating, how Pride 
des here was 775 in the very Nerve, made 
ar- Ito do full Penance for its Inſolence and. 
nd Vanity. There's nothing ever obſerv'd to 
it go down with it fo hardly as Cuntempt, as 
hu being the Reverſe of what it fo much 


beats up and down for, Admiration and 
Glory. Tis an Heart breaking to find but 
its imaginary Merits neglected or over- 
look'd ;; but Mockeries grounded on the 
Suppoſition of no Merit, Fit the contrary, .. 
eaze and fret it almoſt to Diſt raction. x 5 
he preſent Inſtance then it had Mortifica- 
ion enough. For when was- that Cup of 
Bitterneſs filled out more plentiſully? This 
bright Being forſooth! muſt be viewing 
himſelf all over in the flattering mw of - 
his own Fancy, 
End Adoration. Here a'Beauty ſtrikes him 
into pleaſing Wondrings, and there a Per. 
lection cannot be enough contemplated. 
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< der the whole ſublunary Creation obeys 
* Angels of Gad worſhip thee ? Thy Ex- 


„ Hierarchy. Thus he flames and plumes, 
| - 995 flings ah bout like a Creature beſide it 
el 


pine, . (If — Deſcription of his big So- 


23 
5 — * 
. 
* 
® 


8 Glorious ſelfl What Weicht and Love- 
ec Iineſs lieth couch'd in thee! No won- 


“ its Maſter- piece; and why do not t 


ce cellencies ſure have not a Theatre large 
60 © enough to diſplay themſelves upon, and 

« be ſeen at length, or they would be more 
<« ſolemnly. pong Where would be 
the Glory of yonder Sun, if placd in 
de ſuch a 105 A Vale as this? O what 
c Pity tis, thou haſt not a Poſt befitting 
ce thy Nature and thy Capacities? I will 
& ven ſeize one for thee. in the heavenly 


and running mad with too much Hap- 


iloquies be thought, too fanciful, I give it 
up, ſo I have. the Subſtance of it granted 
me, that he meant from a Man, to grow 
into a Deity;.). But the. Dream of his de- 
tuded Ben 9 17 8 buche nd his 
2ſionary Schemes of, Fl ſing. banlk'd.,..,The 
Hill the lofty Cedar ff 004 upon, Which he 
deem'd ſo low was found much too high for 
bac He i * therefor 2 80 Coen From. 
its ſerene Top, and its fair Pro to the 
Mire and, itt at the 89 800 Je the 
Surah, of his Deppe 
ing enough to go for a Rn an fue 
Nil For he falls below ah the! "ma 
ſerve 
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ſerve of the miſerable, and he con'd fall 
3 no lower. The Ruins of Greatneſs are 
- I inſupportable indeed, when attended with 


too of an Execution for Villanies that it is 

publick. ' And how was our Malefactor 
drag d out of Eden with all his Plague -Sores 
1 him, and all his Baſeneſs 
ſpread before him! The Judge himſelf:has- 


« goodly Deity of his own making? a moſt 

“ ſtupendous one; a Deity that will run 
e jinto a Thicket to hide his ſtramefaced 
% Excellencies. Accompliſſiments come 


„them, if we don't look to't, hell. een 
& build himſelf a Pillar of: Glory as high - 
« as Heaven! The entertaining him thus 


to his high · flo wen Pretenſions. He graſp'd: 
at Divinity, ad why then ſhou'd he not 


antry and Reproach ? To abate the Won. 
der, let it be conſidered that God ſuffered 


dergone for the Offence of the Fin, to be 
p ac'd with greater Pomp of Scoffs and 
iverſion. He call'd himſelf a King (what ©. 


Lords,) and his Enemies ſaluted himaas 
one, bowing the Knee before him. but 
it was only to diſhonous him the more by 


a Taunt for him, “ See here! Is he not a: 


have it aſcrib'd to him in a way of Page 


he really was, King of Kings, and» Lord f 


Mock Royalty. Hs, Now 


Pointing and Exprobations. Tis the fting - 


&« thick upon him, and in the Strength of 


with Irony was but a Piece of Juftice due 


the Crucifixion of the ſecond Adam, unn 


Wz 154 The Divine Neuzenure 
Nou if Sin in the Falnefs of :timenvas to 
be thus expos'd in the Per ſon of the Sue 
why: ſhou'd it not be firſt in · th Perſon 
the Crizmnal ? If true aims were to be 2. 
bus d in Puniſhment of Diſobedience, twas 
but requiſite the amjuſt Aſpirings that orca · 
Gon'd that Abuſe, ſhoud be puniſn'd after 
dude fanie r e, r 
I I know. indeed an cafier; Senſe is given 
the Words that I refer to, by ſome Wri- 
ters, and that they are underſtood to have 
deen ſpoken candidly in a Diate& of Pity 
and. Compaſſion to this affect. „ Ah! 

K unhappy Man! He made himſelf as one 

4 of us, aſſum'd an 1 | 

«- but he loſt himſelf byt. The Food: of 

e Innocency: will avail him no longer. 
66 It is a Meat of too high a Taſte to ſuit 

4 aStomach weak and vitiated like his; it 
cannot redeem, tho' it might have once 

e preſerv'd, him; and Immortality now 
* wou'd: not be à Bleſſing. Leſt there - 

6 fore he make himſelf immortal, by eat- 

ing it, to his ſtill greater Miſery, there's 

« a neceſſity for removing him out of 

4 the way of the Temptation. But even 
this Conſt ruction leaves Puniſhment e- 
nongh for Pride in the Divine Procedure. 

It ſuppofes him pitied; and if to need 
Pity be an Infelicity, to give it, though 

2 Kindneſs, is a Reflection. It repreſents: 
him as unfit for. the Place. and Condition 


e A be. 
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were th wo Baer yet ky os hy, 2 
required. T was fitting / ee in the fit 
Exam to BEEN ine a great - 
15 90 nces. 
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r bo e was 


e is mach mars: ſa. 
Endows - 


ny Ange: 1 ſelves witk 
es Frail r With . 
EY abat t it? I cant ace - 
ving it. into a 

v9 of, eine Offences, _ 

— if. cher 
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you is. 258 Saint 


it 1 wm {3 in Ws: 
threw ſome n2 intelligent. C I, 
eaven, and others, out. of a Place. on 
Earth, har nearly reſembled it; and me- 
H 6 r thinks = 
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methinks then we might be afraid t to com 
mit em upon an A prehenfion they xe wou'd 
Kinder our Arrival there. ian 
4. This ſevtre n nity ſerve 
for! n fzint Repreſentation of the Jullg- 
ment of the Great Da. To my Aj + ſ 
-henſidn, the Diſcardmem of our fir. 
rents Was with reat Solemiiity of Shame: 
1 e Almighty ſeems for be make 
ufick of cheir Groans, and to 
in their Miſer * Djfapp 
I cannot but think too, this was writ- 
ten for our Admonition 150 Warning up- 
on whom the Ends 8 Wortd are come, 


N us from er the e 
| of when” fee n Nowever 
Ke — 20 been; ſhalt Ain 3 157 1. 


not hing new un ker the Son or "above it. 
Uniformity is one of the Beauties of Di- 
vine Providence ; and ſo by looking back 
on its paſt Tratiſactions, we have an Idea, 
and à ſhocking one _ rind its 10 Deal 
ipge with Sinners. The en 15 
Adam,; we ſind 1 been o by 
way: of e ee Galt) 
Man was er „admitted to 
pload- for hitfelf, at "or convikted and 
condemned; and hal'd-away to feed on 
his Portion of Woe and: Bitterneſs. A 
Ike Account there is in; the'Golpel; of the 
(ſt terrible Solemmmity. The opprobrious 
IP, of * TA, looketh too like Anti 

. cipation. 


| cork Fe Tri wy * 
ciation | n 


1 we ha & ne at his | 
Il” mock when, car poten as Deſo- 

8919 and our Deftruftion as a Whirlwind. 

The Righteous alſo, God's Aſſeſſors in ans 

ment, Hal ſee and laugh at the Fane 

ed. World, faying,. © Lol eſe 

« Men that made not God = 

« that . d jolly Nladaeſs ore ſe⸗ 

« yere, Wiſdom. All the wales 

ſhall ay within themſel 


x! have 


the Juſtice to. ſcorn Gennes fo for 
ſo deſeryedly the Scorn o f others., - 

an Hell then muſt there lie in the very 
mammer of being doomed to it? If they 


might but neriſh unobſery” nd. have ut». 
ter Darkneſs to conceal; whilſt. it afflict- 
ed them, half the Horror. of Damnation 
wou'd be taken off by the Circumſtance, 
ai Jer ab- de 
will they- do. with. their b 
and their confounded Faces, When the 
Hills they bid to fall upon them, have not 
the Charity to cover them? whither, oh 
whither can they cauſe their Phe £0 ge, 
when the Voice of Vindictive 1 
and Deriſion as; Joud: as the Trum 
God, follows“ em down. to. the Chambers 
of Beat. 

Laſtly, The M. ibs ation of Angels. i BY 


Alam Baniſhment and Infamy, may he 


„ Have they 
Loves AT Avetfions 


theird, aul ere an equal Reſpect unto 
all his Commandments? Was the flaming 
Sword a8 2210 brandiſh'd or, Cor- 
rection olf. Man, as 75 1 Wha ho 


19 1. 8 
= Fa: = 95.41 1 


3 of the People.” If the Ninevites 
are to i Ae touching the Demetit 


eee onz#h wilt not be the 


15 PE helß it, on this 180 
An He rüns wa ory 
Teaving the Judgments of * 1 
| own Herils Thus diſpute ey 
they d ebe , and the Divine Au 
es fox nothing, if the E xpreſli jons f 
don't pe 77 Fong. wh 1955 
#irſ Thoughts, and ff Bat orward 
Hons.” But how then do v4 flows 
Pattern in their Eives hich. 0 105 
ſet dem in his Prayer, ao the Will. of God 
on Earth at it is done in are, The 
ervice 


on the fern., 1 59 


ene of Angels is a kind — ty er 


Obedience, extenſive 
as rs yr "8 Win meaneſt, the 
harſheſt Errands as we wou'd think 'em, 


it ſeems, do; not raiſt à Demur, or ocea- 
ſion a Rela Woe And if ebey ſitting in 
the Light © 8 can ſee nothing to 


be boggled at tl ired of them, 
of whit have we, paß kind Cxeat 

ich from Whom the B27 ae of this W Wortd 
be ſhuts up the Reaſons of . moſt Things in 
Fe Obſcurity, „to bett to 2 of God's Di 
th, penſations ? 1 "Fs a Halen * 
N der obſerving of his nes | 

ter hee 45 * Ber Aue ane BY Apts 7 
It the Lora biduet at 

0 * 5. mg ee I Ras the 
* ory ity of the to, be done 
wit yo of che e 'and 4 
10 | nels of Mm who us do it uz 8 


© e relating to the Fall, and in 

ty, i of: it, drawn out ſuch 5 

as I judg'd moſt eb 4 61 0 par ticu- 

nere lar Paſſa age, I have nothir more. Fo % | 

on. hay to maintain the Fh 1 > 

24 been building on all tat whit * 

ner dome Cavils and Prejudices of ig nd 

4 unreaſonable Men. So the 3 med 
me Diſcourſe mall be taken up me/Hy; 
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70 321 e thy : 
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181 3 "to. 10 Lot 


9 . 25. well as 2 75 of the Book 
of Geneſis * Is it not quoted and $53 ob 
to as Hiſtory. bx ket * 9 ER 
New 1 . 
phal Autho hoxs ? ? Boeynor Ne 17 7 285 
neß of Chtiſtianity tur n the Su 
ſition of its bein * If the Fall is a 
vice, then ſo is: jaws Can we 
9 4 * if it be, not. JO, for that Dimneſ- 
Wi Underſtanding. fo "lamented: . the 
iſe. that Proneneſi of the. Will do Evil 


Ua ae 


5. 1 Tim. 2. 244 2 Cor. 11. 340 Rom 5 
19. 1 Cor. 15, 22. 


5 Wild. 2. 23, Ecclule 25. 24... 


ſo 
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ſo complained of by, Good Men of all 


Ages 3 150 Coney of Life ſo adcalted at 


„ the Pangs of Delivery ſo pecu- 


liar 1 285 to Women. the Parturitions of | 


other Females being eafie, for the moſt 
= art like the falling of ri Fruit from the 
r 


ee. that produces it;) the early Ho- 
warduefſs of Children; * general A- 
verſion to an appear ing 'Nakedneſs the: 


ſtrange. Shineſs and affected Privacy 
Mankind as to carna Commixtures how 


much ſoever Within the Line of Honeſty 


and good Behaviour; the Antipat ih born 


to ür viperous Animals; the Oaleadli. 


"gp, of the Fruits of the Earth; and ma- 


Tank Jeeming Irr 2 or,” 1 0 


in « 1s. if. 12. 7 confirm d, 

on ly. 77 e main, 9 23 to the thoſe 

principal C . 155 he t Heathens 

themſelve 5 They affirm Man to have 

been in a better Sts 

LE and-that he 9.77 | 
1 carriages, to. this 

and N 0 They 


1 . = 4 ce. + Slings ori. 5 
| | opening 
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4 Veſſel ght with Miſchiefs, 
19 92 of it, Ad Difaſters amo 
"whether we-confider the ng 
themſelves, 00 the Source 
em, Whatever it was, they give a 
ſtrengthening to pur Hiftory. If abſolute- 


I ly taken, they make it highly probable, be- 


cauſe whatever. Men generally conſent. in, 
is-allow'd to be ſo. If we. regard' their 
Original, whether. they had their Riſe 
from Moſes or primitive Tradition, or 
humane Fazcy, they make it rational, be- 
cauſe had it not been fo, the Haters of 

holy Scripture wouts not. haye copied. it 
t 9 1 en of Senfe whe or ave. 
fram'd Notions reſembling tive 


Tradition won'd not n gl Ke 1 Suf- 


frage to it, eſpecially ſu g the firſt 
Deliverers e to KOT hen no other 
than the firſt Parents of Mankind Gi we 
have reaſon, when we find no 97 57 en, 
lace where, or manner hm a Tradition 
egan ) Who as they cou d not be ignorant 
their own Circumſtances, fo. cou'd lie 


1 under no Inducement to deceive their Fo- 


| W pins 2 them. 
16 * Fg be ſufficiently rove it a 
it difficalt. to 
ſind an 3 245 All Klons to the 
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For firſt; to peak to that by, — 5 1 den 
) plauſible . — froni theꝰ gs ng 
0 upp oed Impoſſibil N OR confured; ©" 
rce ſinning in that State 
s 2 f Perſection commonly aſſign'd him, Aud 
ite⸗ thereby of giving Occaſion to ſuch an — 
be- ſtory : What tho" G made Man upr ig 
in Per ain be let een in che Hands 6 i 
eir Nom Counſel,* His Virgin-Purity or 


cence; does not imply he was 22085 po 
perfect and excellent a Being ns 'twas poſs 
be- Wl fible for him tobe. He had without, —_— 
of all the Perfect ions that are natural; 
Lit cherwiſeche had not been-qualified for the 
ve. Improvement expected from Mm: rr 
ive deing above Improvement, the be bc 
af- Temptation was not one af th 

irſt Before we pretend to find a Creature i im- 
her peccable by Nature, or that cos d not Sin, 
we we ſhould do well to affign a Form, or 4 


en, Class of Creatures that never did 8 
jon that the Bible xi not ſuffer, hic Ech dein 7 
ant eren of Angels that finned away their Ha 


lie I pineſs. If it tells us too of ſome that did 
Po- not, this is their Oommendation, becauſe 
N they might have done ſo z 255 that 
it a now cannot, _ is ther Afﬀter:Rew 


to br not doing 10 e nes 12 
the Again what to” Torn” e 
—_ bles, thit ie, Rictions, ie et 

ſtory ? 11258 8 68 18 eg 00 


For them from Hiſtoryyand'to ſhew hens 26 | 
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not Truths themſelves, but only Embbems 


of Truths conceabd: The very Name of 
Parables which generally/ goes along with 
em, will do %, the Analogy. between i 
the things repreſented, and the Repreſenta - 
tion of them and other Circumſtances. Ac- 
cordingly we find ſeveral of our Lord's 
thre af readily: taken by his Auditors in 
their true and naked Senee. Some indeed, 
when firſt delivered, as namely thoſe off 
Wat han to David, and of the ung Pro- 
pbetr to Ahab, on occaſion of etting go 
Benhadad, cou'd not be ſo diſtinguiſh 
the Devgn in uſing them had been * : 
_ firated, if they cowd have been look'd if 
thro'; = t. then, after that Was anſwered, | 
they were. diſcovered to be but Fictions dy 
the Authors of them. But if Moſes is pre- 
ſenting us here, only with a prattz6al Truth 
couch d under a formal Story, he does not 
tell us ſo, there is not the leaſt Hint of 
4 4. „The Story is delivered 
gene y. ated; and as ſuch endea · 
voured to be impoſe npon the Reader. 
What 4 the Iſraelites (ora add reſſes 
„Were a dull and ſtupid People, 'the De- 
Spine he — the be fall, might 
Pole ſure, and-intelligible, Without 
bein terally untrug: Was it reaſonable 
the L. 9 ſhou' dbe repreſentedin the man- 
ner it is, — it not as reaſonable to con- 
an it ned ee 7 


YO 


” do * 1 t - 1 33 Fa 2 
g:iys * { . 7 * V,-- * F ; 1 91 . , 1 A | 
TY ? C34 33-4 I f 
„ * - - 


ems cially confidering. it was one of the moſt | 
ens Wrettiatkable things that ever happened to 


ith Mankind; and Ty-ought to have been con- 
with eyed to us in nir le way, juſt as 
it kappen d. Beſides, admitting the Sim- 


plicity of that Nation juſt broke looſe 
rom Egyptian Bondage, requir'd it to be 
us explained to them; yet I ſhould think 
t. Paul had not that Reaſon for-keepin 
cloſe, as he does, to the Aaſaic Language 
and Expreſſions. Twas time to draw the 
Veil from off the Face of Moſes in this re- 
ſpect as well as others, had not the Serpent 
indeed beguiled Eve through his Subtilty., | 
What tho' we muſt allow ſometimes a 
ſpiritual Senſe,” N inſtance 
by the Serpent the Devil, (therefore call'd - 
| the Old Serpent , Rev: 12. as well as elſe- 
ruth where the Father ef Eyes, and a Afurderer 
not em the Beginning,) and by Nakedneſs a 
e of Bereavement of intellectual Gates; yet 
ered {fill the-/irerd'triuſt not be ſput Out. If 
ges. he Devil Were the Principat in the Tem- 
r. ptation, the Serpeng was made uſe of as his 
effes Ir ument or Diſguiſe: And the Mind no 
Pe- ſooner ſtood Uiveſted of its native Orna- 
light I ments, than the Body felt the want of a 
hout i Covering. Indeed both Senſes ſeem to lye 
able upon the top of the rthem- 
man- ves to our Thoughts at once n - 
Ks N * _ not at all for 
the Advocates of olog x. 
eſpe- = My 1 What 
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+-Whgt if ſeveral primitive Doctors, 28 
well Chreſtlan.as Jewiſh, ai Id allegarias 
this and ſome. yore: Places F Scrip 
They'd not offer to falle ant Fhe Hits 
rical Part, they maintain the matter o 
Fact, but will look l and gtound 
4 Moral or Type Fake 0 el 


a >» ry that g, Origen bin eo im all 


77 45 

—— Ry lay 
2 his 3 85 2 
Genlus of the Age might have e falt | 
- ence, but he had to do with a ſpightful 
1A Adverſary that dealt in 221 55 Wir 1 
3 0: rophane Buffoonry; and his ; 

agzinſt- theſe, tis like; carried; hi 

dut into thoſe ſirangs Fli . andLibertic 
2 — ſition. Rather ert e Letter of 
"ſhou'd be drolt: 9 5 on, he wand 
1 plify the ery 3 un. 

der it. Twas ony Celſus bod; others of his 


' black Complexion. that peck d at, and ri 


dicuPFd-it. as an Old N Halle. nd. if 
we admit it not, We mu Frith them O 
up all reveal d, Religion, Im afraid, as 
having a neceſſary e with it. 
cCou'd wiſh however ſome of the t . 
had given leſs than they, dit into the 


nts een d 


J e Cave: Hiſt Liter Voll f. Bag, 77 


ide Origen e "Gy Lib. 4. Pag. 
186, Oe. 9125 þ | 4 40-2935 deb. ww 4 
7. | Rica 
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ical Way of interpreting, for that they 


gave the Enemies of Revelation, too 1 7 
ire; Advantage thereby againſt the Words 0 
ito-MScripture, to mould em any way, and ſhift 
xr off{cm into every thing at pleaſure. Nothing 
ound doubtleſs cou d more unſettle the Meaning 
wellWof holy Writ, or the Minds of Men con- 


erning it. Underſtand, for Example, by 
er te Paradiſe as they did A for 2 by 9 — 
the Mind; by Eve, the Senſes; by the 
Serpent, Plea 8 and then tell me, 
the verbal Senſe being made to ſtand by, 
What there is left for a rational Faith to 
build on? Tis not enough to ſay, the ver- 
bal Senſe 3s retained, till it is put hy at 
eaſt to make way for fanciful Rhetorica- 
tions; and what is kept out of light at one 
time, is like to be out of Mind at another, 
and out Ai d at laſt. For this Reaſon 
we are told Origen was condemned by the 
Fifth General Council; and St. Hierem 
deſtows upon this Practice no other Name 
than the obliging one of Dotage, rallying 
ch as made uſe of it here, for conce:ting 
that Rivers and Trees and Paradiſe ought 
zo ftoop to the Rules of Allegory.; . « _ 


If any thing more be ne. 
ceſſary for vindicating the God's deaths | 
Relation, tis that I conſi - ing MannoDi- i 
der an Incongruity or two  manution, / 
charg'd upon it. One is = 


us, vix. That it repreſents the moſt Az 
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H High God as condeſcending to cloath his 
ending Creatures with "Coats of Skins, 


B But why might he not do this by the Mi- 


niſtry and Dire&ion of Angels, with a 
Salvo to all his infinite Perſections? The 


. Curſe had then took place upon the Hea- 
ven and Earth, fo as to introduce an In. 


temperature in "the Air got them; this 


_brings with ke troubleſo me Senſations to 
Fleſh and Blood, and they that were eaſy 


enough once, tho naked, are not ſo now, 
tho' in ſome Meaſure covered. In this 
helpleſs Caſe Providence muſt come in 
to their Relief, or they fink under the 
Impteſſion, unable bear a Change ſo 
violent and Jo ſadden. "And what Refle- 
Aion then can it be, eſpecially ly when we 
have Moſer's Word for t, to ſup _ it did 
relieve em by providing a Defence from 
pinching killing Cold. Which of the 4i. 
Dine Excellencies would be the worſt for't? 
If we regard his Juſtice, that requir'd they 
mould be kept in Being to have its Ends 
ſerv'd upon There. If his Mercy, that 


preſs'd for ſome Allays to Pain an Miſery 
If his Grandeur, that 


never felt before. 
cou'd not ſure forbid the looking after the 
Work of his Hands in the needful time of 
Trouble. As low à Stoop as this ſeems to 
be, the Son of the Higheſt made a much 


lower, when he ſunk himſelf into = 
| al Aſhes to raiſe us up to immortal Ha 


panels, 


— 
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ineſs. And yet he thought his Honbur 
afe enough ſtill, maugre the Condeſcen- 

ſion. Ye then that wou'd ſeem fo tender 
of God's Glory, have à Care ye don't lef- 
ſen it hy telling him how far he is to go 
in his Compaſſions. If he tells ns how far Le 
has gone in them, by the Month of his 
Servant infpir'd / for that purpoſe, we ſare- 
| ly may believe him. To do otherwiſe un- 
der Pretence that he cou'd not go fo far 
with Decency, is to affront him with So- 
lemnity, and mock him with Devotion. 
As for the Difffcult xx 
unded on Eve's being Event De. 
id to be tempted by a ception accoun- 
Serpent, I own it to be ted for. 
one; but then I have ano — 
ther to lay in the Balance againff it, and 
alledge too as à Bar to the ſuppos d Force 
of it, vic. the Diſficulty of conceiving 
how the Scripture: ſhould come to ſay 
that, if it ere not Fact. Nor, waving 
the expreſs Aſſertions of Scripture, is it 
very improbable it ſhould he Fact. For 
may we not imagine the Devil wou'd put 
on ſome bodity Appearance in order to a 
ſenſible: Impreſſion in: his. Add reſſes. To 
deal with us tonlyaby way of imvard Suge 
beſt ion is a 2Methodoof Management he 
news his little liking to, even in theſe. 
latter Days, by getting out of the Con- 
finement, as oft as the Laws of the invi- 
5102810 1 ſible 
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*fible World will let him And we know 
that exterior Forms were taken up for- 

merty by Spirits upon all Occaſions of In- 
tercourſe with Mankind. Now accord- 
ing to the learned Medes Reaſonings 
from the reſpe&ive Privileges of God 
and Evil Angels, an human one was too 
High for an avyjed Spirit, while Man frood W 4 
in the Beauty and Lovelineſs of -Ais Inte - 
grity. However it cod be but imita- + 
ted, and not with Probability of farther- i 
ing his Deſign on Eve, who knew her ſelf 
and Adam to be the only Inſtances of hu- 
man kind then in the World. Ando u- 
mong Brutes , what Body could he have 
afſum'd (really or aperentyonly) 'o pro 
Per as the Serpents ! Not to mention, a- 
gain, how the nar, 0 ſeems to hint the 
Propriety' of the Aſſumption, by repre- 
ſenting that ſly winding Thing as half 
þ N for the' Buſineſs hy his: natural 
Gift of Sabvilty above iorber Beaſts of the 
Feld, „ Finite Agents acting no other- 
* wiſe than as the Matter they have to 
% work withal will admit ; (tho I know 
it may be ſaid, Moſer notes the Subtilty 

of this ſort of Animal, only becauſe he 
was- going to ſpeak of one of that kind.) 
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Creature. There's no gueſling at the O- 
riginal Form by the Preſent amongſt us, be- 
cauſe the Curſe made ſo wide a Difference, 
If any can give us an Idea, it muſt be the 
flying fiery Kind that are ſeen. in Egypt, 
call'd ſo on the account of their Splendor 
and Brightneſs. And why might not 
ſuch a one, or a Serpent ftill more glori- 
ous; that is, the Devil ſpeaking in him, 
hold a familiar Dialogue with Eve, play- 
ing lovingly as ſome have fancied, about 
her Neck and Arms in the State of In- 
nocency, or lying proſtrate at thoſe Feet 
he was undermining, as others ? How cou'd © 
his Speech affright her who then knew no 
Sin, conſequently no ground of Fear. If 
it were too great an Affront to her Un- 
derſtanding to preſume. her deceiv'd by 
his\ Luſtre into an Opinion that he had 
them naturally, why might ſhe not aſcribe 
his Speech and Reaſonings to the vertue 
of that enlighening Fruit he recommended 
as deſirable to make one wiſe, and might 
de preſum'd to do fo from his own happy 
Experience? Or rather if miniſtring Af 
gels us'd to __ in fome ſuck winged 
Form, (as Bi ; Teniſon judiciouſly ar- 
gues from the Community of the Name 
Seraph or Seraphin, in Scripture us d to 
denote as well a flying Serpent as an An- 
gel; and I may farther, from the Inagery 
in the Jemiſh Church, "NPR by him 
* 2 - +3 
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ner,) why might ſhe not take this Serpent 
- for one of them, and ſo give Attention to 
um as to the Son of God, to uſe the Lan- 
rage of Tertullian, or fome Amber of 


his Pleaſure now come. forth from him. 
And this Miſtake might be promoted too 
by the Nature of the:frft Addreſs, which, 
as it ſhou'd ſeem, was congra tulatory of 
8 and: offered to rectify her Ap- 
ꝓrehenſions, as which he pretended were 
much obſtructive to it as well as reflective 
<on the Deity, concerning the Mind of 
| _ Heaven. I:mention theſe things as Opini- 
i ons only, and if they have ſomething of 
1 ufible in them, this is enough for my 
Purpoſe, who am directing my ſelf to the 
De vout, and not the Curious. 
. The Serpent's Deftiny, 
Te preſem Which is another Stum- 
State of ihe 2 to weak Minds, 
Serpent no Plea has ſpoken to above: 
For Incredulity. but to quiet em, I will of- 
fer farther two things to 
their Reflection. 1. That allowing it to 
de ine xplicable (as indeed ſome Obſcurity 
does fit upon the Face of this Diſpenſati- 
on) we muſt not therefore pronounce it 
incredible, becauſe theſe are very. diſtinct 
Queſtions, Whether a Thing:4s,-and what 
or how it is? and depend noti at all upon 
each other; there being am Things, the 
| | mann 
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to have repreſented Angels in that man- 
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manner of -whoſe Exiſtence is as much a 
Secret, as their Exiftence is a Certainty, _. - 
2. That the Infliction of Severity, 
where there is no Fault, has not been ſo 
rare that it ſnould be of weight againſt 
the literal Conſtruction of the Hiſtory..- 
wherein it is a Circumftance. For read 
we not, Becauſe God ſaw that the Wic- 
2 of Man was great in the Earth, 1 
will deftroy both Man and Beaft, and the. F 
creeping Things, and the Fowls of the Air * Ml 
The Beaſts were no otherwiſe concern'd WM 
in..the Guilt that cried to Heaven fon 
Vengeance, than as ape 44g of Abuſe, yea. 
they ſtand clear'd by the very Purport of 
the Sentence. It ſeems, becauſe the Wic- 
kedneſs of Man was great on the Earth, 
for that and no other Reaſon they were to 
be cut off from it. Notwithſtanding 
their Innocence, the Sentence as recorded 
Gen. 6.5, 7. is allow'd to have been a real © 
thing, and the Execation of it too, rela- - 
ted afterwards. The Procedure in neither 
Caſe can ſurprize, if God owns. an indiſ- 
putable Authority over al his Creatures, 
and by thus Exerciſing it on Inferior ones, 
had an End to ſerve upon the Higher. 
Thus the Account will bear being look d 
into in every Particular; and if fo, 1 
Moſes may be heard with Patience that 
gives it, or rather with great Seriouſneſs 
and Reverence, as - who had the Sal 
1; 
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' Reſt Regards to Truth, and to Sincerity. 
In ſhort, the whole carries (inſtead of the 
Shade and Dimneſs of a Parable) ſuch an 
Air of Plainneſs aud Simplicity, that a 
_ wiſe Man muſt acknowledge it to be the 
only true Account of Things, and a good 
Man wou'd be ſorry it ſhou'd not be fo. 
What can we ſay then of 
Some Thoughts a late Writer that takes 
on Archeologiæ Advantage of its Simpli- 
Philoſophiz. city to imptach its Truth, 
| repreſenting the HolyPen- 
man as a Time-ſerver rather than an Hi- 
ftorian. Bleſs me! who will thank him 


fave Souls, the ſtaggering em in their 
Faith? That ever a Scholar, a Chriſtian, 
a D---- ſhould fit him down in the Chair 
of Scorners, making Mirth for Atheiſts, 
Libertines, and Fools! He that puts a 
Sword into Madmen's Hands, is fadly ac- 
ceſſory to all the Miſchief they do with it. 
Fuch is profane Jeſting or Burleſque. 
Wherever that takes Place, tis not at all 
material on what ſide the Truth lies, be- 
cauſe it can as effectually expoſe what is 
tre as what is falſe, by rude and antick 
Difſguiſes. Indeed nothing elſe can diſarm 
Truth and Evidence; but in that wanton 
Garb they look ſo unlike themſelves that 
they are not eaſily known again, or di- 
{tinguiſh'd from Error. When therefore 

8 | | I confider 


for his New Divinity ? Is this the way to 
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| fences, but Woe to that Man more eſpe- 


lating to them. Accordingly his Freedoms, . 
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|. confider what is aid, who ſays it, and. 
after what manner, together with N 
* known Influente on a led and profligate 
Age J:cmmnot-but call to mind the Words 
0 Jeſus, Mor to the World becauſe of Of- 


** 
„1 %S %. * 
» 
\ Y £2 i 


cially by whom the Offence cometh. There 
is more than ordinary Solemnity due to 
the Oracles of God; by which we are to. 
Ave here, and to ſt aud or full hereafter; 
and we eannot be too ſevere Exacters of 
Gravity in the mention of every thing re- 


he owns himſelf, have been found diſplea- 
ing to pious Hearts, we ſhou'd have be- 
lieved him had he added, very grievohs, 
afflictive, ſhocking. Aſter all, we will 
not queſtion his Belief of Reveald Reli- 
gion, becauſe again and again he ſolemnly 

rofeſſes it; as being glad of any Anti- 

ote he affords us againſt the Poiſon. 
'Tis poſſible he may think well of it in ge- 
neral, tho” he uſes it ſo coarſely in that 
Particular. Yea tis probable his uſing itt 


* ation” ro 


* N. B. The Diſcourſe 1 ſpeak of bas been put 
into Engliſh Hands, by a Tranſlation, and thought 
worthy to be collected, with other choice Pieces, 
into A Body of Atheiſm !- without al doubt a- 
gainſt the Intention of the Autbor, if we regard 
bis Epi ſtolary Poſtſcript, and theſe Words in it, 
Ad eruditos hee ſeri pſimus Lingua non vul- | 
Sari, &c. RR | 1 
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ſo coarſely in that Particular means no 


= r only an Endeavour to 


at Men off from (what he accounts a 
needleſs, a ridiculous) adhering to lite- 
ral - Conftrutt:ons. . But to perſuade him 
off if we can to other Thoughts, we'll 
' confront one Philoſopher with another, 
and ſuch a one too as lay under no more 
Engagement on the Score of Intereſt or 

Profeſflion, to be partial for the Letter, 
than he did to write againſt it. Mr. Boyle 
had read fo much of the Fathers, that 
he had form'd out of it a clear Judg- 
es ment of all the eminent ones. He had. 
& read a vaſt deal on the Scriptures---and 
&. was a true Maſter in the whole Body of 
« Divinity. And yet he “ cou'd f ſee no 
“ jaſt Reaſon to embrace their Opinion, 
t that wou'd ſo turn the firſt Chapters of 
& Geneſis into Allegory, as to overthrow 
<« the hiſtorical Sence of them. Our Au- 


thor, on the contrary, eſpouſes that pe 


nion as what ſeems:moſtrarional and ort 

dox, Mr. Boyle, |] again, declares as to- 
his own. Particular, © That when God 
& himſelf is pleas'd to reveal what is-+-- 


Truth or Falſhood, he had anothergueſs 


| wy See Biſhop of Sarum's Sermon at the Fu- 
neral of the Hon. Boyle, p. 38. 74 \ 
&. Boyle Excell. Theol, p. 21, 24, 49, 
68, 156. Ee nnen ee 
|| Boyle's Conſid, on Styl. H. Script. r by 
| .» By | Ac: 


, 


„ who having neceſſarily Frailties and 


to beware of Science falſely ſo called, and 


ttcuching the Fal. 177 
© Acquieſcence in his Deciſions than in 
c the ſame met with in an human Author, 


« Paſſions, is both obnoxious to miſtake 
« and capable to deceive, Our Author, 
on the contrary, very freely chides us for 
that when | © we read the Doctrine of 
« Moſes, we ſtop not at every Period 
“full of Doubts and Scruples, as we ſhou' 
« have done had we read the fame in a 
« Rabbinical Treatiſe. Now: ſuppoſing . 
all faid before were to go for: nothing, 
I'm perſuaded: the bare Aſſertion of the 


former, with all ſober Judges, weu'd far © 


outweigh the Philoſophi ings of the latter. 
God, give him Repentante, in order to 
what-he owes the World. and himſelf, a 
publick Acknowledgment of the: Truth. 
O fi Colloquium illud inter Evam & Ser- 
pentem (ſeptimo Capite adhibitum) & 
quæcunque alia pizs.@ ſapientibus offendi- -- 
culo eſſe poſſint, non modo amputars & 
abſcindi ſine dolane pateretur, ſed & ipls 

abſcinderet! In the mean. while; this 
ſhou'd teach us All, the Jung eſpecially, | 
with whom he has got a Name by writing 
more boldly than wiſer Men have done, - 


a too ſpeculative Spirit, which are ſo muen 
to be lamented in the Perſon of our Author. 


— — — — — — — 


+ Archzpl, Phil p. 284. 
| ©; by” We. 
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We owe the lewd Sallies of his Pen to a 
ſrrange Wantonnels of Imagination. We 
muſt therefore take quite another Courſe 
than he preſcribes in the Preface to his 
Theory; inſtead of extending our Thoughts 
too freely, or letting 'em run at large; 
refrain bur Souls, and keep em low, even 
4s. child that is wean'd from his Mother, 
- and then there is no fear but like well- 
bred Things they will bow to Revelation. 
Farther, the N Uſe that has been 
made of his unadvis Remarks upon the 
preſent Seripture ſpeaks the Neceſſity of 
a watchful, if not equal, Concernment 
for ll the Parts of our Religion. For tho' 
Men ſhou'd deal by Religion as by a Pi- 
| Qure, ſurvey the whole Piece, contem- 
1 prone all the Parts of it together in their 
| Proportions and Correſpondencies with 
each other, in order to frame a true l- 
dea of its Beauty; yet tis too uſual with 
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they find any one Part left naked and un- 
/ guarded by the Diſcourſe or Pens of its 
profeſſed Votaries, they are prepoſſeſs d 
thereby againſt the whole, as an ill 
favour d thing that has no Form or Come- 
lineſs that they ſhould defire it. As we 
ſhou'd therefore engage them if we con'd, 

not to content themſelves with hroken 

and imperfe& Apprehenſions of it, as 

which naturally tend to very wrong _ 

0 


Tedd a: Od Sd eb told N p ans eaters. 


them to view it Peace-meal, and if 


me. m.a. lb 


' ronching the pin.” | 199. 


fo _ we cannot, it behoves us to 
fence it — Wan“ its Branches, that 


none lye open prejadice or Miſconſtru- 
ction; to en our Expreſſions con- 
cerning it; tender of rey every Appen- 


dage, Fact, or Circumſtance that belong- 
eth to it. The treading thus warily, the 
prog no no Handle for A Dot W Scruple 
he great A 
in the com re Urban Ac eh 2 by. 
e e has finiſh'd it, be Te- 
r his Conſcience, that while the 
— — may be built up by it in 
gur moſt adv Fs 12 5 the Sceptical can ; 
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Mankind. Now. I mi 


l il, it de, in bad 
= 4 it ſhou'd not. 


h 2 0 


uz that he Moù'd not fxain his Prerogative 


rely. indifferent, the, 
ertain Fruit in Pargdi 


the rtance of; 
in; 1 e Y 


. EA a 


hole Race of 

kt "Tofer ſuch: cap- 
tions Men for Satisfaction in theſe Mat: 
ters to abſolute Will and Pleaſure, which 


tho' a bad Raſen tos the Actions of Men 
485 


00G i Di 
and ought. huſh us into 7277 

14 Submiſſi fon yx *. we ple 
him about. them. For has he a Pena 


gative; , and-muſt we arne ſomething 


to. it? Power 1 not be called to $6- 
pn will 
* 

Power indeed is 
not Power, if arraign'd at Pleaſure up- 
ea-every-Snrmiſe or Jealouſy of Miſma- 
nagement. 

I might allo adyiſe them r 
clude the Ec Ju 


eſs they are ſure it is, 


ther to con- 


ſy 0 of Wiſdom, Juſtice and 
are a ſtrong Security to 


or oppreſs us with his Sovereignty ): than 


te: conclude agaipſt thoſe Attributes or 


then upon an apprehended Difficulty of ac- 
counting for them. They ſhou'd | go fo 
reaſonable becanſe he ry, Fong it being 
preſumable that he did them becauſe they 


Were reaſonable. . For may not God have 
_ reach 1 


Nee 22 of -of a 


tlons of 


ty of theſe Things from his 
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4 9 L nn Depths in his Counſels 
thom, other meaſures 
to 1 ooh than what lie open to our 
cant Views. When a 22 Fudge de: 
17 one way, and an ordinary Stander- 
by conceits the zuſe ought to have gone 
another, we may allow the former ſure to 
have more Conſcience than the latter has 
Skill. In like manner where. the divine 
Appointments: lie croſs to. human Under- 
fiandings, this ſeeming Diſproportion __ 
be imputed not to Severity in the one 
Ignorance in the other. Shou'd a . 
Man complain the Sun is dark bee he 
ſony, not his Luſtre, he wou'd find no other 
zard than that of Pity... But beſides theſe 
Fa va Con fiderations which ſhou'd be of 
weight with us in all Caſes, ſome Account 
miy be given of the 22 one, even accor- 
ding to our own Apprehenſions of Things. 
* t ſome Lam ſhou d be laid 


at his firſt Creation, Legrand 


9 2 — Law 


Gods Dominion was one rea- i Paradiſe. 


ſon, and Man's free Nature was 

another. When. an Eſtate is beſtow'd by 
any Prince, the Royalty is ſtill retain'd 
and why might not. the Governor of the 
Univerſe amidſt his Bounties to his Crea- 
ture reſerve ſomething as a Token of De- 
pendence for all beſide. When a Child, is 
grown up into Senſe, and a 5 of 


judging and chuling for himſelf, 


a” 


Rae 


ere ari- 


- 


— — —— — —— EIS 
K — — —_—_— ee —— mn rn OO CCC — — 852 — — — he - — - ” — — — ———— —— _ 
_ — — — — 4 - —_ — _ 
_ = 8 = 2 p Px . = = 2 > 2 a 
3 * 23 — — 6 - — — PEI — EE DSS > ® P 
— + — 2 5 * — — —— - — = ® = 
* _ d = -— SS — by - — 2 — 5 — — — . LI — at Arg 2 I * ws, oy C 
* gy id * — — — * — 2 — a” - SI - — 2 —. — — 1 N 2 . 
_ ſa n 2 2 — — 2 FRY a — y I If —— — — 
1 - — — 3 SY = — 2 * —_—_—_ - — 
2 = - _ —_— ———_—___—_ - \ a \ = \ « - = 2 
CH l 
— 


— * 
— 
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ſes an Obligation of Ah Duty, and no 
one blames 8 e Parent for looking after it 
and requiting it of him. And wiry Thou? 
not the Offspring of Heaven, that brought 
A 8 into the World with him, 

y ence to his Maker as the Firſt- 
Fruits of its Exerciſe. 'Tis a a 
of St. Auſtin: * If a Statuary after his 
< Working an human Figure in a piece of 
* Marble, cou'd infpire it with Life and 
. Motion, Underſtanding and Speech, i 
vod immediately proftrate itſelf at 


© © his Feet in Thankfulheſs and Subhection; 
and 1 may add, that if it did not, the for- 


mer won d ſoon lay it 15 in Diſpleaſure. 
5 ; 80 


"And now ff an ment of Sove- 
reignty Was due, a Trial of Obedience ne- 
cefſary, whereby ſhon'd both be made 
By ſome high Precept of Morality as ſome 
wound have it? His State of Solitude, of 
Affluence, and of Innocence, as yet allow d 
Aittle room for this. As Solirury, what had 
.he to do with expreſs Laws againft Undu- 
tifulneſs which - ge Parents or other 
Superiors? Again | 
4 7 of Numbers) againſt Perjury, (the 
"Concomitant of Trade and Commerce) 
© againſt any ill Offices whatſoever incident 
to Neighbourhoods. As abounding with eve- 
ry thing, what Temptation cou'd he lie 
under to Theft or Robbery, (the ugly 
Fruits of Want and Beggary) or the doing 
| | | any 


— 
” 


"». 


Adultery, (the Confe-. 


| rality lies in the very Nature of Things, 
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any thing to another he wou'd not have 
done by ? As innocent, what unru- 
ly Luft had he to conquer, what violent 
Paſfion to fubdue ?. The Ce of being 
oblig'd by ſuch Laws and Reſtraints as 
theſe, wou'd have been the reſult of Time, 
and waited Nature's leiſure. The Relati- 
ons of Society ſpringing up about him, 
theſe Duties wou'd have ung np with 
them, and not before. With a Salvo there- 
fore to the Law of Nature before given, a 
poſitive one might be added, becauſe, the 
the former afforded Direction in all Caſes 
relating to God and Man, yet Adam's Cir- 
cumſtances rendred thoſe Directions in a Wl 
manner uſeleſs for the Sen... 

But 1 65 fomething Moral had been 
practicable, yet how was it proger for the 
purpoſe of teſtifying Obedience ? For Mo- 


and fo needs not a poſitive Command to 
enforce it upon the Conſcience; conſe- 
quently Actions of this kind might have 
been done for their intrinſic Comelineſs, 
and in Compliance with his own Reaſon, 
rather than in reſpect to the expreſs Stamp 
of divine Authority upon them. For his 
Probation therefore whether he wou'd o- 
bey God or no, meerly for Obedience ſake, 
'twas requiſite ſomething ſhou'd be com- 
manded or forbidden that was neither good i 
nor evil, but only as it was . or 
| | r- 
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forbidden, When: the declar'd Will of 
God only made it ſo, twoud appear he 
did or he forbore it only out of an awful 
Regard to that Will and that Authority. 
And if. the doing or forbearance of a thing 
indifferent was moſt ſuitable by way. ot 
Teft.,. what cou'd be more ſo to an Inhabi- 


tant of Paradiſe than the forbearance of a 


certain Fruit there that he needed only 
reach out his Hand and take, ſach a Fruit 
as had Charms enough to ſhake a Reſolu- 
tion of Self-denial, or to credit it? For it 
ſeem'd to make an offer of two things the 
moſt. deſirable, N 0 K and Knowledge. 
We feel a quick and earneſt Thitſt after 
"theſe in our ſelves; and in ſuch Things as 
are ꝓurely Natural we may judge of Adam 
by our ſelves: For Nature is the ſame in 
all. So that here it wou'd be ſoon ſeen 
whether he cou'd make a Sacrifice of his 
Nature to his Conſcience. Reſtraints from 
other things there might have been more 
out of the way, but none cou'd have lain 
readier for Obſervance than this, conſider- 
ing the Place and his manner of living in it. 
His very Senſes were Remembrancers to 
him of his Duty, even while they ſet him 
ſo much againſt it. And let me add (in its 
Commendation) that tho' it carried no 

- other Motive for his Compliance but the 
bare force of uncontroulable Authority, it 
yet zmplicitly engag'd to the Exerciſe gf 
| AE many 
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vindicated touching the Fall. | 195 
many moral Virtues, as, Aſſtance, Grati- 
tade, Contentment, Temperance ;: That 


4 * 


it was grounded upon ſomething vrhich was, 
VIZ, 2 Obligation not to do mbat God for- 
bids, the which, if the matter of the Law 
were really light and trivial, added the 
greateſt Weight to it, decauſe God's Power 
wou d be equally ſtruek at, his Truth ar- 
raign'd, and Goodneſs fli „ was the 
Inſtance he offended in, leis or greater. 
In the manner of Trial 
then, I ſee nothing at all A Practical 
3 from God Meditation. 
but I can't ſuffer my ſelf * 
to go on till I've made a By- Reflection in 
Favour of our moſt holy Religion. For 
if the State of Innocency was ſubje& to 
1 Rule of acting, and ſuch a Rule too, 
as was reſolveable into the pure Will and 
Pleaſure of the Law-giver, what has ap- 
Humanity to complain of under the check. 
of Laws and Government? Did the Al- 
mighty exerciſe his Legiſhtive Authori 
on a Righteous Man who was able — 
to be a Law unto himſelf, and may he 
not much rather on the Lawleſs and Ungod - 
ly. As the Siek can have no juſt Quarrel to 
Phy fick, when Men in Health are expected 
to take it upon Occaſion. Did a Senſe 
of Bounties receiv'd oblige the one chear-- 
fully to fulfil a Duty laid uponhim bs en 
2. 
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tho! it was not a Part of the Law of Nature, 
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186 The whole Procedure of God + 
Matter whereof was indifferent, and ſo 
good only becauſe commanded? And ſhall 
1 Experience of Mercy added to 

ties enggge the other ' contentealy.to 
acquieſce Duties, the Matter whereof 
is Moral, and ſo good, tho it had nor been 
rommanded ? We indeed are obliged too to 
things indifferent in themſelves, {ich as de- 
rive their whole Power of obliging, and 
value from the Command of God, namely, 
the Two Sacraments of the Chriſtian Church. 
But what are theſe Rites for Burden or Se- 
vexity in Compariſon with the primitiue 
Impoſition? *T is eaſier ſure to eat Conſe- 
crated Bread, and drink Euchariſt ict Wine 


bear eating the moſt lovely Fruit of Para- 
diſe in Obedience to a Creator,. eſpecially 
conſidering that that Commemorative Att 
is nat more a Duty than it will be a Bleſſing, 
as being the Communion. of the Body and 
Blood of that very Saviour, with all the 
dear 1 Ec of his Crucifixion. 
And this, I need ſay no more to en- 
dear Ci tianity to the Thankful. 


The Congruity of this Probatory Law, I 


hope has been ſufficiently demonſtrated. 
Notwithſtanding, ſome will ask, Why did 
God ſuffer it to be broken or impoſe it, 
knowing afore-band that it would be fo? 
Why were not the ate Spirits that 
occaſioned the Breach, chain d up — 

| | \ miſchie 


in Remembrance of a Saviour, than to for- 
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ſo Miſchief? Why was. not Omnipotence, 
all chat fo much difplay'd it ſelf in the Mate 
to of Man, exerted a little in his Preſerva - 
to tion ? In the Words of £/4ras to the An- 
of Igel, B. 2. C. 7. Had it not been better not 
en Ito have given the Earth unto Adam, or 
to Welſe when it was given, to have reftrain'd 
e. in from ſiming * But for anſwer to theſe 
d Queſtions, 1:4hall propoſe one or two, 
Y, ridiculous enough, yet every whit. as per- 
h. ¶ tinent. Mai were the f. 
e- Jveral Beings in the Uni- God acquit, 
e verſe. framed in a onder - ted from: being 
e- ful Order and Gradation de Author of 
ne Nef Exrellencies ? Why was Adam's Sin, 
r- Man left free and mncon- nmz; 
a- | firm'd in Goodneſs; that it, hou! fewer mo- 
ly ther kind of Creature from what he is, 
r or rather why a Creature at all? Crea- 
g tures ſurely of different Natures ſhou d be 
allow d to act ſuitably to their Natures, or 
e ¶ the particular Defign of their Creation is 
1. © baulk d; but Adam 'muſt not have ated 
a- fo, had he been reſtrained from acting as 
he did, becauſe Reſtraint and Freedom 


: | — Twòas —_— 
to do every thing r on this 
4 Wcible Reſttaint, RS the Neceſſity, to 


* 
oy the Abuſe of his Freedom. And 
e did all this by iding him a clear 
and enlightned Underftanding , prepared 
conſequently to diſcover the CE = 
. Infide- 
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Inſide of a Temptation re-engagin 
his Will to Geod "A 2 k cou'd — 
therefore turn aſide from without Relu- 


Ctancy; by giving him Deſires and Fears 


exactly proportion d to the Nature of 
Things; by hedging about his Law with 
Threats and Promiſes that might work 
2 any ee e to its — — 

rity; by encouraging him, ö 
the Grace 2 — „. the Ea. 
ſhould prove too lietle, to pray for more. 
And if when God had done ſo much, that 


is, all that was requiſite on his Part, Man 


word not do his, that is, be directed by 


| 2 Kule, and perſuaded by ſufficient Mo- 


tives, and in order thereto, keep his Brains 
ſtirring; his Apprehenſion wakeful, and 


his Senſes under Diſcipline, the Evil that 


followed muſt be wholly plac'd to the ac- 
eount of a wilful Stubbornneſs, and not of 
a- permiſſive Providence. Being: ſo well 


* fortified, he might well be truſted with 


himſelf; and left upon his good Behaviour, 
The Fruit, tis true, had Beauty for the 


Eye, and perhaps Sweetneſs for the Pa- 


late, yet it was {fill but an External Ob- 
ject, and as ſuch might have been reject- 


ed. The good Angels did not violently in. 


to hinder the Attempts of evil 
ones. The latter were as far from vio- 
lently over - ruling his Affections. God did 
not hold him up by n, the 
| vine 
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DivinePreſcience, he was ſure to fall with- 
Jout'it. But ſtill there was no Subſtraction 
of any Power neceſſary to his ſtanding. 
God only let him uſe the Privilege of his 
Nature, the Power of Self-Determination, 
and he abuſed it, and of this he muſt bear 
orb the Blame for ever. As tis no Stain to 
nd Prince, that his Servants having Wea- 
ie pons in their Hands'to veſiſt his Enemies, 
nf caſt them down and yield. - . He is to give 
re, them Armour, but they are to tzive them- 
hat {elves Reſolution. But to let in à little 
jan more Light upon the Matter by another 
by Compariſon: In the building of an 2 
10- 85 one) it is needful that for Uſe 
2onvenience, it *have-a Door, which is 
nd made of ſufficient Strength to keep ont 
hat Thieves, ſo there be ſufficient Care in 
ac- ew + Now if the Thief by artful 
of Perſuaſion, and not by 8 ets Ad- 
ell mittance and ſteals, whoſe is the Fault? 
:th Not-the Workman's ſure that made the 
ar, Doors, but the Inhabitants that ſets em 
he open. The Application is, that tho” Free 
„. Will, which was the Gift of God, provd 
)þ- © an unhappy Inlet of Sin and Miſery, yet 
g-. decauſe it was neceſſary in regard of the 
in- Station: Man had affign'd him among the 
Creatures, the un- intended accidental Con- 
o- ſequence reflected not on God, but him 
id only who ſhou'd have better guarded that 
he Avenue by which he was betray d * un- 
| — f 8 cone, 
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done, Add to all this, that had he been 

uncapable of Sin, he had been ſo of Ver- 

tue too, becauſe Vertue implies choice 
— being no Reward or Praiſe due for 

ing that which ä 

as no Body that has 


or about to appla 
ire, or Flower) 


th Juſtice, who 
Strength of Will to 
cence z nor yet for 


from committing it, rather than re- 
venge it, if committed, and actually had ſo 
with-held; but for his Inadvertence ;, and 
therefore fince it did not, it might reaſon: 
ably enough revenge the bold miſ 
fion, to-ſhew' an holy God was not un- 
concern d whether his Creature was ſo 


* 


* 
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Well but after all, . 
I che Eating of an ac 4 Adam's, Sin 
a fad Stoty > rw, oa ſhou'd; 6 — 8 


deſerve ſuch. a 4 96 
2 —— a l . — Upon the 
hearing -of thoſe fileme. gy from 
the Mouth of Majeſty, [ is this 
that thou: haſt dons, and U thau haſt 
done this; ſuch and uch thall be 
z done unte thee] one ef whick i is a Scheme 
he d of Admiratian, and implies ſomewhat ve- 
him | ry exaggerating, wou d one not conclude 
co- the 38 dune, were ſome. 4 3 

indeed? Yes one would 
ion, nn he had any Deference for in 
for dom; and it-really was ſo, notwithftand- 
Jod ing an contrary Apprehenfions/ of vain 
ent Man, When God had laid his Hands upon 
no- Iz certain thing 
be. how dar'd a Creature perch up and ſay 
be · ¶ the quite contrary, by invading it? The 


ith- Tree climb'd, tis true, and the Fruit taſt- 


re- ed, preſent bit a low Idea of the: Sin; but 
i fo then the Heinouſneſs hereof, confeſſedly, 


and M's — to be ſought for thence, but in the 


| wy owes thereby, viz, the Bra- 
nif- 2 "the ivine Juſtice,as tho! a. Sinner 
an- cov A Gere il frond its Irapreffions 

"fo the Deiniap us He Divine #eraciey, as if 
the Threatnings were an idle Terror only 
to ſcare the Pearfal; the Contempt of the 


ell, Dix! ine- 'Gomteſtz as though nn hw 
| en 


— _ 4 


and ſaid, This 5s mine; 


— 
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been Kindneſs enough ſhown to invite O- 
| begience; the Impeachment: of the Di- 

vine Wiſdom, as if the Deity had not fore. 
ſeen what Liberty was fit to be allow'd a 
Veſſel of Clay; and the Affectation of the 
Divine Dignity and Likeneſs, as if Heaven 
might be taken litterally by Violence, and 
the great God that ſate enthroned there, 
ought to be juſtled out for not ſtooping 
his Hand to raiſe the Ambitious up to the 
Chair of Majeſty. - Theſe are the true To- 

ics of . Aggravation, and if we take mea- 
fare by them, what muſt be the Bulk of 
the Tranſgreſſion! “ Oh Adam, what was 
c this that thou didſt do? no leſs in effect 
“e than violate the whole Duty of Man. 
er Iniquity cou d go no farther. To little 
«& 8 was ſuch an ineſtimable Trea- 
« ſure of Bleſſings thrown into thy Lap. 
© Thou didſt uſe it ſo hardly, that you 
&. diſcouraged jit to ſtay with you. To 
7 talk 2 | a9 wang — har- 
rangue upon eating of an 5 iö 
4 but to repeat over thy fooliſh . 
“ and bring Figleaves again, which will 
no more hide thy Sin, than thine did 
“ thy Naked nes. only 
There have been many Caſes of the like, 
that is, ſeemingly ſlight Nature, that yet 
were not ſlighht. God animadverted tho 
not for the Fact, yet for the Diſobedience. 
To inſtance in the gathering of Sticks 7 
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e 2» Iſrael. That was: 

G rbidʒ 2 therefore i it was ror 

e alſe in the Rrbuilding of rar d 
ic 


he. There had been a Prophet ici Or- 
der to the contrary, and therefore the 
Works otherwiſe innocent, yea ick- 

ang a 8 * e Chil- 
100 foche erer. quently: in 
82 am 8 Galt ans are not to 
Wen what he did, as his De- 
5 and the Majeſty of Him” 

by it. Beſides (to paſs over 
8 allowing it were but a 
% puxlein the ſacred Fruit, it 
—— $5 ſorbear. And he that 


en 
nero Feit 


a little, how-wou'd he 
a TN pach Þ Thus under every Aſ- 


19 e pretended Peccadillo wes an Air 
Shaſtliness, and therefore nothing coud 
have ry my bringing it ſo much in 
view but an Engeavpur to vindicate Hea- 
ven zin putting e ee its Enor- 
"Packs, 03 4 Vo Taft: S&T 
1 ic "Rok. © : } "vert girl . 


il man- the Fall were of The Proſpe 4 of | 
lid WI doubtful - Conſtruction, @ Recovery ES 
| As to canſider that a, juſt upon the Fall, a 

Repargcien u 1 1 8 804 wy 2. io} 210 


755 "rom: J. 772 mon the beating | 
i ru Su he on- 
1. had God, 8 . 7 on r firſt Pa- 


rents, but he l reaches out a 
Remedy, 


- 
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WO Remedy, making the very \Curſe'on the 
Serpent, a Bleſling to thin: wills Ev 


-#nity, &c. What that Bleſſing was, I more 
than intimated formerly, when 1 ſpake to 
| F eh kg of -the aa et eng 
ion, viz. an Aſſurance of ghoſtly Aid and 
3 thr 7 5 ; had foile4 
them in, or oy the Serpent y yt he 
not finally: prevail to Man Dore 24 
= will interpret for us the Promiſe of che 
= Seed of the Woman, for we find it ante- 
N cedent to the temporal Judgments de- 
nounced on them for their Offence, con- 
ſequently it cannot ſignify a Releaſe or 
Mitigation of thoſe Judgments (for. if any 
of them were taken off or foftned; WH 
ſhould they be denounced afterwards'in 
the fulleft Terms?) conſequently it muft NF , 
ſignify fomething Spiritual, Divine, and mi 
Heavenly. Nor can 1 ſee, if it meant a en 
— how it cow'd mean any but the his 
greateſt, that is, a new Title to Grace tur 
and Immortality, becauſe none ſhore, of 2 
that, cou'd any Ching: avail Adam it that . 
time, that is, ſupport him under the weight F.. - 
ofthe'Curſe that follow'd . The Guard | 
of Angels ſet at the Entrance of Eden, af. con 
ter his Expulſion thence, told him plainly, If p,, 
„ ne 
. See this well 1 by Mr. Milbourne, 
a en bis Book calld, re in Relig, 2 1 
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all hopes of Ly} by the Tertus ale 5 
: for 
17 77 the Clones . 105 e 
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Holy RR in Seri tur BY 
D iy While be reg 
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e Mens ace 'to * Seer oe 
DNR FAR bt IT 105 
= *the-leaving 55 0 bo 
1 ee Pa 
might prevent their being ee Or in 
another, ſo as to occaſion an Abatement 
of their eternal 1 17 5 4 85 Noah's 
l Alter, he erh 8. RR 
ter the ar 
no more: Fm i yl one 90 of | 
1 Were Ritter it fo And. 'So- 
| lomon: Nept; with his Fathers ; 25 if he.car- 
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- ried it to the Grave with ts ind 5 

Fi derer „Char pag, 105 | 

for AL | tive "ea vi for 19 155 4 
In. an [4 ap at 1 0 N 7 
Wehe 1d th era Gs Se- 
Ac of 6 dodnels.in 1 

a F no ofa f emptation fo 


Ti- 
al, chat he La ht have. the. 1 0 | f he 
pleas d of a, Share'in e hun 1 

S 


55 Severity Ii pe ae n 5 
© Was Bat, circum ſpect oughy £6. be 
for his Puniſhment, God S dgain, 10 
lending an Hand for his Recovery, thatis, 
' Goodneſs that, wou'd not be damm'd up, 


but eee one way, broke gut 
"another, tool RR in . 12 2 10 
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ie e | 
; 5 4 Means he might 
d Power in x 

4 Miſe „ This (to Fiety it 

a || 45 a FiRion. of Fancy, Uhich can ha 

t 1y do without border ing upon Bla phemy) 

s | fudbeena very ungod-like Thing indeed: 
r. 10 wou'd be the fame but in a lower In- 
5 S ſhon Ay ablol te Monarch {et one 
If 9 75 e of Honour tae 
* nh ur yt theill-harur'd 
4 'of throwing him back into his 


et or Seen or into worſe Circum- 
BB ftances chan thoſe wherein he found him. 
"4 Neither did he ſo much as permit the Fall 
5 de trier Senſe of tl ot d in which. 
bz te Roms pla it Comntand,. He 

n he Hits: 15 buy ard as the Man in the Pa- 
bi- nitted ounger Son to range 
he in 1787 Sauer The Son had his Por- 
2 tion of Goods put in * .. 1 2 


e was then turn'd over wholly to his owh © 

d Condutt. Adam ha e me Allowance " 

in Ge accordingly ſome of the Antients 

ndetſtood by that Perſon). The Miſma- - 

up nagement in the one Caſe, Was flo part of 

dt the Father's 8 , nor the Fall in the 
other of God's. Only the former gave the 


cher an 8 of entertaining the 

= = Prodigt with Joy at his Return, and Rig 

14. ling 57 for his. better Wels 

come. - Only the latter gave che Divine 
K 3 Soodneſs 
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Goodneſsan Nr for hovering and 
melting in Over a weak 
and alles Ch hich alle he 
J0 terribly. Both were reſeen;, oy 
_— Con jectures from the  natu 
of Things, This with abſolute Cer- 
tainty, the Prerogative of Qmniſcience. 
But the Fore-knowledge. that ſo it mond 
e 
on 9 it ect 
28 Influence ;on. what: flows, A 125 
but ſet Mercy on work to provide 4 Re- 


. By the pay, Ge dr, 
Uſeful Re- din g of a Reme Name ak 


Was a mo 
eftions on the 7 e C 


N Lee to doi he 

\,- . any ath 

his eternal ; Par EY . In may 75 no- 
pane, We hays ſecur'd, the 7 7 0 Nap 
Divine tributes, other per w 
ens apr ro dene heb e 


than F. 
ſoon deſtroyed, , Hy arts W it 1 
made, Without me Repropeh to 

Wiſdom in making hi 1 ſpe ak after rhe 
manner of Men, and . common Rea- 


15 5 "Woull he Of ve gen d, by 
5 ys ake only to 
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and when he has finiſhed it, inſtantly quar- 


rels it . es again ? Beſides, the Deſt ru- 
ion of the Individual, had been the De- 


ſtate Spirits coud be well ſpard when ad- 
judg'd to Perdition, becauſe Myriads of 
bleſſed ones abode ki 

Preſence, to chaunt out Anthems of Praiſe 
and Hallelujahs, and go in and out before 
the Glory of the Holy One. On the con- 
trary, one of the ſirſt had been the laſt Dav 
of the Humane Nature, upon the Suppoſi- 


„ 5“, 8 


n . 


had a Reprieve from Ruine, he had liv'd 
only to bring a Race of Wretches into a 
bad World, that in time they wog'd ſuc- 
ceſſively a for a worie, if in- 


odd Impreſſion muſt it have made on the 
reſt of the Rational Creation, to ſee a 


to Death and to Corruption ? How wo 
the gond Angels, tho' ſilently, have turn'd 


of Divine Juſtice, as fearing they ſhou'd be 
confounded in the Reflection; as eoncern- 
* tho with tag — that _ een 
Way apply to Rigour upon the Provo- 
cations 1 bis Creatur who never need- 
ed to do ſo, to maintain his Crown and Re- 
galia, or guard: his Station ? How wou'd 
| | K 4 they 
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ſtruction too of the lind or Species. Apo- 


Il in the Heaven of 


5 
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tion of Adam's immediate Death, who was 
{9 propagate it. Or, put the Caſe he had 
ad 


. 
— I... - -- 
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volv'd in his fad Deſtiny. And what an 


whole Rank of reaſonable Beings given up | 
od 


away their Eyes from the hidden Depths 
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they have tun'd their Harps'to the Strains 
of Sorrow, as deſpairing ever do have their 
broken' Numbers recruited; the lamented 
Vacancies fill'd up in the [Seats of Blefſed- 
neſs! How wou'd-the-Bad have triumph d 
in an Event that fo ſweetly anſwered their 
Endeavours of drawing off more Subject, 
ſtill from their Allegiance and their Hap- 
pineſs? How pleas'd had they been, re- 
fleting'on their own Caſe; that they had 
no Pardon, probably becauſe they had no 
Tempter, to find Temptation it {elf not 
allow'd in poor Man's Caſe as a Circum- 


ſtance of Mitigation ? Theſe Reflections 


are but natural upon an imaginary View of 
Adam and his Deſcendents in an abandon- 

ed State. But all Perplexities of Thought 
and Inſults, that might have riſen upon'a 
real one, were prevented, by the -interpo- 
al of a Deliverance, Now the {ſweet Sing: 
ers of the new Jeruſalem promiſe them. 
ſelves a mighty. Addition to their Quire; 
now the elder:Song of Wickedneſs ſit pi. 
ning in the Valley of Death at the Sight of 
the Flaming Sword xhat is ſet before it to 
direct their Fellow Creatures unto Glory 
whom it formerly kept out of Paradiſe. 
And very fit it was that hungry Envy 
ſnou'd loſe its Longing to diſpirit it for 
the future. Notwithſtanding it: ſti poes 
about ſeeking mbom it may de vour But then 
it devours none but ſuc l as — 

2 — | a Prey. 
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| vindicated touthing the Full. 20 


9 ge 4 Leave off they al ye 
niquitx tempting, c rrupt- 

ng Nb aying 115 for Souls. If Ran 

ſuline ns, there's ſome Ground to 
* wi not get it done, and this 

5 you 158540 t here, may by ſome kind 
way of Providence or, other be kept from 
being nei e hereafter. The vile Ma- 

12 Ek under was feated at his 

iti, s 17 on Mi he wounded 

d that in a th . Places and 
e but not fatal: And I know 
not not, Why di. "ſhould 1 on any other 

Reward for your gran Labours than to ſee : 
th He Sh Ars 0 . ain make otherwiſe, 

aham, J end and oe; a Al 
9 5 oh the Kit dom of 8 
your ſelves are ut out Into ctr 
Hotroo and Darkneſs. . 

2. 1 obferve 2 *Dr. Alix, how a - 
Nature of the Reed dy had. a ny. kin wy 
Aſpect r upon the Marriage-St 
f Adam itito A 55 5 

and fo big with evil" 
1 0 rended to Asses 8 em. RN 
cou d not eaſily have prevaild with his 
ſelf to love and live on with a Parti 
whg had 293 kim in the greateſt f 
moſt tender 1 of en 8 rey, triia git 
N of Paſſion 'the E200 at > 
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But theſe things. . | 
removes the Ground 


 ceſfary in ed ll & 


* Burden of Mortality now ſweetned to 
IF 550 ſmooth 2nd. 2 


er hy en {on * I have gotten a Man from 
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leaſt taſk ür g a and water The 
din fortunate Sally drove the 
lig, and i the N OE 
ng. mutually acceptab 


con Grace and 
1104. g With wp 


is a2. up again. . e &Y £0 
en lovingly together in the Roa 05 ite, 
as Travellers that have need one of the 
other, and contentedly ſhare the common 


them. Diſguſts are no more, but en 

| betwixt . 
2 his 
hare him 


15 fe . _ rt ; 


Lord. It they underſtood the 
Le Fj ht in ken them as ta ig 
= . 0 eb 
ly it to her Fit born. And this, tho a 
iſtake, turned to good, be 


rt of the 
3. The Earlineſs in revealing that Re- 


meeps n Pare of 
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the miniſterial Day $8 ot lies in decla- 
e Ge 8 to the Peni- 


ire open Perſon has tranſgreſs'd, the 
Api tion in order to reform him, 
Kind, chearful and encouragin 
— "tis fometimes, thro a tough an 
vehement Diſpoſition in the Speer J 
fierce and terrifying, For Reformation is 
both a reaſorable and an ingenuous Change. 
A Sinner before he reform, will be made 
ſenſible he ſhall! be the better for it; but 
naked and untemper d Menaces, will nt 
do this. And i he reforms in earneſt, ke 
dees {0 upon 2 Priticiple of Love to God 
Who has been Apart by his Tranf 
greſſion: But he __ oe 90 whoſe Yet 
vonr he tiſttoſts; he fore 
ſome Notion of ine Sone of | 
— and of a Diſpoſition too in Got 10 
— and gracious to him in particular. 
This may melt A8 281 ſoften him into Tears 
of Contrition z and when he ſees a Pardon 
conting toward him, his Heart will go out 
to meet it with Submiſſions. .' The Appre- 
henſion, on the other Hand, of à ftern and 
ghaſtly Majeſty, that Med like hunts 
dur all the Game he can to ſport and 
i breathe his Vengeance for ever, damps 
Affection, and benumbs Endeavour. And 
if we ale not ſtrongly perſu WA 4 


ſhall” receive: Good for ceaſing om Evil. 
we continue hs a Evil. Alam inſert , 


wm 


ſeems to haye been 

Why elſe did he C 15 b 

and edel ty in his Folly? 
But that he might not be long in doubt as 
to either, in miſt a udgment God 
remembers Mer r introduces 
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while he was in Suſſ 


Judgment with i Ap And Mat. is _ but a 


| racit Diretl for all future E 176 

5 in aba d u ae 4 
ow ſhou d. they. qua E be ee 

Curſes of the Law. ith. ace and Un. 


ſolations of the Goſpel? Wente le they whiſc 


the. one, prociai; the other ?. 


How 


ou'd they invite them to {oor what com- 
fortable f 


der 


Words aur ng Jos 
truly turm to him, and 
before them, making 
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at em ten- 


can, part of their Gegen, owes unto mie 


all that travel and are heavy laden, and I 
2 refreſh 27 Hereby thſ Perſons per- 
laps may P Who 8785 not be 
driven into his Service, And.af 2 
NHoice can 0 0 1 che to 
Wind and Thunder | * Nil 
Voice can do: For aul e here 5 — will 


not hear Rebuke, they muſt frel it. Good 


is not always. to. be 


Some are too far gone ih their Ails to 
a thorow- Cure wrought on. them wi 
2, Lancing. And in this Caſe, the Severity 


done by Lenitives 
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of a faithful Surgeon may be us d to, fray 
85 


rr ö rede ee 


 whuditted rowehing ht Fall.” 205 
the:Corraption: As God himſelf is gene- 
rally thought to have mo {ref wally _w 
odge it no impertitent E reſſion n now 
Fin-upon the Subject of Repro, ro touch 

on another Circumſtance inſtructive to that 


Purpoſe, the Seaſon of God's Animadverſlon. 
God treated with Adam about his Miſcar- 
riage in the coul of the Day, or towards th 
Evening, that is, as it Hod hben, 5 

immediately as ſooi as it was committed”; 
during the uproar of the Affections, hut at 
ſome convenient Diſtance, and after ſome 
Interval of Recolle&ion. He meant to re- 
cover hinrwho had loſt himſelf, and there. 
fore, that he might gain Attention 0 


Addreſs; he waits 3 
232 he come down earHer than 
did, he had found him exceedingly rufſſed 
and diſcompos d, Uke to a' troubled Sen 
that cannot reſt, whoſt Waters caſt up Mire 
am Dirt, and; the Mud having not time 
to ſettle again? had had *tis like, à deal of 
it eaſt upon himſelf The Offender, not- 
ll withſtanding that Interval of Reflection, 
cou'd lay Filth taken from his own Dung - 
d hil at the Door of Providence. And Gen 8 
4. we may gueſs how. very fou moutliid ke 
ve haq been, if arruſted in his firſt Tranſports. 
ut Hexe then is ant her Rule for the Manage- 
ty ment of Cenfire and Admonition, That it 
ut be well ti u, in che ſoft and enſy Hours of 
. ſpeaking, 
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er of: er ſeverants, 83 a ſupernatu- 

ral' Grace', Ladded to WF 
ions for bis better rity 
know he fell nomichſtabdin it Ie; 5 — 


— but a bare poſſibility of ſinnin yolk 
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Muroth uf Ah Maw fpaverh bis own Son 
tar ſerverh hin He Treats'ds 10484 in a 
rtienalt way betatiſe We kre rina 
ſetting before us Life and Death, our Du. 
9 and the Conſequence of doing or not 
ving it. But then he treats us too in a 
eondefeenfive manner; — 
enabling! us to dg'-0 uty, and when 
wre hävd not dene corded ct, accept- 
1 ing ohr Sorrow for what we have done. e. 
Farther, Adam innocent had à * poſſibi- 
lity never dying; but it being - 
for Rim to * he _—_ — 8 4a 
2 olfidlnc g, conſequent of con- 
titnivg under Death for ev „ K the Co. 
vetrint of Grace had not cy On the 8. 
ther hand, br 4s appointed for all Men once 
1% die, without any regard had to their 
4 n ſmning: but in r for . 
this Nedeſptyof dying, we love gain, and; 
in cafe we die ina State of Sorrow br "Sin 
and humble Penitence, we live ſor-ev 
Be. again liable either o Sin or 
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3 Laſtly, 'tis fapyord; that if Adam had 
1 continued innocent, the Scene of his Hap- 
7” "Figs prima? immortalicgs fait 
it quam pec- 
3 Fuge 7 4 in perdidit, 15 mori, noviſ- 
is A exit non poſſe mori; ita primum liberum 
us Arbitrium, poſſe” non peccate, noviſſimum 


non poſſe PECCAaTre, Je. 1 40 Det. | 
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L 65 pineſs 


228. The whole Pricedare of G 


pineſs wou'd have been ſhifted from Earth 
to Heaven. The whole Stream of Chriſtian 
Antiquity runneth this * 28 And ſeve- 
ral Reaſows beſides may be given for ſo 
ere 
9 85 ts of Fancy of Thought in 
dos, Earth z. but Earth fil, 
3 11 85 in fn very beſt Eftate, cou'd. hard! cy 
have been ggod enough a Being of. ſi 


Excellencies, otherwiſe than as a travel- | 


ling Conveniency, a Place of tempor 
Reception in his Paſſage to a better = 
try. Nor, Secondly , 7 it have — 
large enough to give a Dwelling: and Sab- 
8 to all thoſe Myriads of Men and 
omen which ſhou d — deſcended from 
im; unleſs ſome Colonies of the diviner 
| _—_— been tranſplanted.into the World. 
: 7 Spirits to make room for a Succeſſion. 
Thirdly, if there be Truth in the 

common Perſuaſion that Adam's Body. in 
Trae had the. Principles of Corruption 1 in 
it, its upport in time wou'd have been a 
forced thing; and nothing that is ſo, uſeth 
to be perperual. Whence it ſeems to fol- 
' Tow, that to have the Promiſe of living 


fox ever, fulfilled to him, he-maſt after a 


certam period of his earthly Life, have 
deen promoted t to an Heavenly. A Fourth 
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vindicated touching the Full N 
— th the Fathers, la their 
Tem ee 85 

tation. e | 
10 Em ende reſet 


of his Exaltation. There had been a bie 


ſed Communion with God already 
great matter of Proficiency was m 
to him; that he might — nearet : 
nearer Approaches to the Divine Fr 
at length ripen into Perfection. _ This di- 
vine Intercourſe look'd like a train 
up for God, and a better Place, and being 
fo interpreted, it ſoon 'drew' ah eil E 
upon it. Hereupon debas'd Lytifery ly 
fay, counterplotted Heaven: TheThotght 
was ſo very galling, that himſelf — 
no more place there, and 4 Cxea 
of inferior Order hy advanced to ſis Seat 
and Honour. 


But ſtill this is but volle Aer 


built on no infallible Authority. Rebe 
tion, the only ſure Infornier in ſuch Mar, 
ters, is reſerved upon the Point. There 
is ſome room therefore for the contra 
29 for to come in, that he was defignedt 
or-@ terreſtrial Paradiſe, a Felicity 
ame almoſt in kind with what we at 


— Day enjoy, but higher much in De- 
gl ; that is; a Mixture of bodily Plea» 
fures and ſpiritual Enjoyments: And 


may: be argued, if the Le of eien had | 
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nk: 7 cums. ta him re- 
co mmend ee Diffculties and Endaar- 
ments 5 K emption. On the contrary; 
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Joys: great ineyery; relpeſty but greater 
the Union of our, Nature with the 
x of the Bleſſed, for =o amazing Stoops 
of .his.Greatagls, yag wondrous Adven- 

ob pf ba: ws and this dark. Stages of 
| 5 9.70 urchaſa them, are the 
185 ara ah romiſes\of God to us 
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himſelf, and We have the 
Hh ia aheritanes in out own 


keeping 
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Nor, are high Demon- 


a 1 dia and oppoſite. 
= thing is ation into Fear 
ance the one upon the other; for if our 
common Anceſtor had not ſinn d, how had | 
we-been-ſaved? Our Riſe was the Effet 
of his Fall. His Goodneſs here irs in 
that ke took away dur Seng 8s 
give it back with 1 
wg earthly 
ren certainly à leſs — WT Bi dor 
greater. His Wiflot and "Goodneſs 
N both appear in that he left ſuch Weak-: 
neſſes on dur Natures, as Lopes: at once 
for Tokens of his Difplcafiire againft Sin, 
1f6x dur . 


— and Meang' of tainintz 5 o 


11 fation like this ſo full of Eove, 
full of Wonder: If a Watch goes 
t, We are not concern'd to ſee the 
Wheat of it move all With contrary Mo- 
jons to each other, yea, rather we admire 
e little Engine When taught, that tis 
hoſe — e Wien anke it "% 
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fo. And methinks it ſhou'd ſtop the foul 
Mouth of Blaſphemy, that has ſo oft be- 

tter'd the Oeconomy of the moral 
World, to be told how that Machine has 
all the Regularity we cou'd wiſh it, not- 
withſtanding the intricate Revolutions and 
Turnings in it; yea, and what is more, 
owes it to them. The Imputations of In- 
7 ſure muſt ceaſe for ever: But if Fol - 
y and Atheiſm will lay em ſtill againſt 
Yrovidence, the Chriſtian Ear is deaf to 


ſuch Abſurdities. 
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| What Fr Conduts proper in 


our fallen Eſtate and Condition. 


Tro the ſeveral Lights in which l! 


have taken a Proſpect of God's Pro- 
| ceedings, and of his Righteouſneſs 
therein, may help Men to ſee a little into 
them, and incline em too to acquit the 
Judge, yet ſtill 1 fear, there are ſecret 


Riſings of Heart againſt the Criminal. But 


as there is no Ground for cenſuring oy 


234 What Thoughts and Condudt. 

ſo neither for reviling our firſt Parents, 
 Thdeed by reviling them too 'marrdy we 
| _ interpretatively cenſure him as not having 
© done well, either in permittiug them ta 

4 os ſo ill, or elſe in admitting them to par- 
don after they had done Tho' they 
may be the immediate Object of our Re- 


R they thus ſtrike Heaven in the 


ebound... It concerns us therefore, in 
Point of Juſtice, not be too ſevere upon 
their Memory. We cannot indeed help 
entertaining a Thought to their Diſidvan- 
tage. This over · officious Trutk wilt thruſt 
it ſelf upon us, and we are not able to re- 
ſiſt it; That they were not faithful Depo- 
ſttaries of 6ur; and chert own” Fappineſs. 
There is no arguing for them to be fire; 
becauſe that wquld be to argue againfta good 
Providence, to overthrow the Arguments 
I've been alledging for it, as forcible and 
convictive. But we may. not, an the con- 
trary, extract all the Venom without ta- 
king any of the Alloy, may not ravingly 
execrate. them, or their Miſ-condu@,.or 
pretendingly ay, We wou'd not have fal- 
en with them and betrayed a Truſt of ſo 

- vaſt, a Moment. Largenefs of Soul will 
find. ſome Excuſe even fot them that had 


ſo bad an hand at excuſing themſelves; 
will allow their Cafe to be pitiable, be- 
' cauſe otherwile it had not been ooh — 
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WES on, Lak no Corner bear to be 
for, 11 852 templations. And 
the fu 2 little, e betit 


As for, Adam, he mas 
e 
us and himſelf tog, but N 
* Good, to take xiſe from the Breath | 
of one Covenant to jintredyee another, e- 
e upon N N Thus the 
ng Stary i ſtrip d of half its Horror , and 
who won'd not & a + Thing that is ſo 
W © at that mu wt = 
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Beſides, T've fomething elſe to offer that 
will much take off, if not from the Shock 
of your T J e ® $4 fromthe Sharp- 
mess of your Paſfiony That we cannot more 

reproach him than he did himſelf upon 


Recollection. Think how his poor Heart 


was rended, and his Soul pierc'd through 
with Sorrow, when he had thrown himſelf 
ont of all that an happy Man cou'd have, or 


a wretched Man need, while the Angels, | 
e 0 


his elder Brethren dwelt in the Hon 


his Father, not breaking the leaſt of his 
again, how” he- 
orrow'd = 1 of oy when in a cloſe and 


Commandments. Thin 


earching Thought e ee 
Progeny, yet unborn, as quite undone b 

ko riotous Act, and ſhut out of eternal 
Bleſſedneſs; view him but in this melan- 
cholly Poſition, and you can't but be touch- 
ed with the ſofter Pangs of Commiſeration 
and Pity, to anſwer thoſe of Remorſe and 
Bitterneſs. Heaven in great Compaſſion 
heard his Agonies, and relented when he did, 
yea, was beforehand with him in relent- 
0g 3 Mercy cou'd not ſtand expecting his 
Sabmiſſion, while it ſet againſt the Sin 
the Force of the Inducements to it. 
Wherefore twill become us ſure, inſtead 


= 

over his blaſhing Nakedneſs. There is 
a good fide of him for us to look on, his 
COTS | | Repentance 
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R epentance, and that ſhou 'd be regarded , 
whit ol other is forgot; as in an Echo | 

laſt Words 1 Will d Bit 

or . wou'd * * . 
Me any more out r 
Charity with Eve on the 155 Guilt, no Plea 
oY unt of her being f e thes 


e ae ao For +90 8514 
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ent at of Beſides ſhe and the whole Sex 
a we ſuffer d the Curſe in the Pain 


of: Child-b;rth ;, and undergoing the Law 


Is ppt A SatisfaQion for the moſt Guil- 


ty, th, not any en indulge 5 e : | 


InveRiyes againſt her br 
115 Sed 955 yg 1 3 mif- 

ievons 'a-Pa e Creation as ſome 
Wou d have Woman. Say the worſt of her, ſhe 
1 the Mother o EA all. living ;; and if Age 

Mone claims reſpect by the Rule of 

. Nature, mich more the greate 
Age ck'd with the Privileges of 'Rela- 
tion. To run back to the World's Infancy 
for Matter of Calumny and 8 
au Rancour in Perfection, ſuch a Spi 

4 ts. hity as I want a Name for. But if 1 

Sight of Cenſure muſt fall th * 1 

it ir Ta owever deſcend. To draw, ly 
rals Fin Marui, is ill in Logich , i = 
worle in alte. Every N is 1 
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vyyhen God wou tnagnify His own Good- 
neſs, pa 0 his Compaſſion. het il- 


lulkeates it by that of Women. ſhe 
not this to flatter, but to vindicate 
Pride was 2 or np them, but they Fo 


| far ep mo moſt E feces, clog 5 5 


good Itnpre 
Their. Education, being reſerv'd, 
means to keep em out 'of the way of 
ones. 80 that ſhou'd they prove bad, they 
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again ſt che Evil, the Epil ceaſes to be Evil | 


bei oye r-balahc d. 
5 ut 27 18 For to be x no Concern 


at all for a Toft H. 
back oaly by th Repof JL ne: and Aten 
RefleRion ? Wien e 2 behold the yenera- 


ble Ruines of. ſome ancient ately Pile, 
how apt are We to ſhake ( 1 80 Heads me its 


Deſolations? Lea, 1 jeth us to 7 it 
grovelig in the Du we kn Tim 
and not an extraotd inary het ent. 55 
its Hogoar, ED „ and yet it yielded on! 
to the Preſſares.and Importunities of Age. 
And ſhall. the human Nature fall to f 
Ground almoſt, as {op $f 5 built, all 
once 10 n an a 
Declenſions 7 che 2 1 Sn 
Tear fall after it? We are tog 


much 0 to be unaffected. We 


muſt, we cannot help dropping a Sigh or 

two upon N * oF ter, Ming fad 
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banding , and our time will be better 
ſpent about that, than in fruitleſs Lamen- 
tations. As when a lofty Structure tum- 
bles, Men think not their Labour ill be- 
ſtow'd in er the Confuſion, in remo- 
ving the wild Rubbiſh, in recovering the 
noble Fragments of Sculpture and other 
magnificent Pieces that lie buried under it, 
and accomodating them as well as is poſſi- 
ble to their ancient Places and Poſitions. 
Is then our Underſtanding darkned, our 
Will warp'd, and our Inclinations bent 
quite the wrong way ? Why don't we then 
ſet about Fepuiring the Mifadventure by 
earneſtly ſeeking and diligently improving 
the Affiſtances Which God has promis'd to 
all gur Weakneſſes? Is the divine Image 
miſerably blotted in us, why don't we 
fetch off the Stains as well as we can by 
dleanſing our ſelves from all Filthineſs of 
Fleſh and Spirit ? Is Nature without alſo, 
as following ftri&ly the Law of its Curſe, 
become unkind? How ſhou'd this ſend us 
to take refuge in the Conſolations of the 
Goſpel ? I cannot but think that Paradiſe 
is loft to us, not only as to Enjoyment, but 
in reſpect of our very Knowledge for this 
very Purpoſe, that we might be taught to 
transfer our Affections from Earth to Hea- 
ven. Were that del;ghrful Portion ſtill in 
view, it might arreſt our Thoughts when 
ee e OTB £204 6 0006-019 lhe 
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they ſhou'd be ſoaring after higher Ob- 
jects, a Better Place; but now that it is 


miſſing, what is there to enamour or de- 
lude us? Vanity, nay, Vanity of Vanities © 


is ſuperſcrib'd upon all things under the 


Sun. Prickles grow up with the Roſes to 


ſcratch our Hands if we will gather them; 


and the Cares of this World tear our 
Minds, while we are graſping after it, to 
make us think of a Remove. St. Auſtin 
ſomewhere has this Reflection, The World ' 


troubles and molefts me, and yet I love it; 
what I it did nat trouble me ? Certainly 


in-that too happy Gaſe we ſhou'd ſtake 
down our very Souls to it, and eſteem it 


too good to be parted with. 


I confeſs we are ſadly reduc'd;. yet _— 


ter-all an embaraſs'd Eſtate. is better than 
none at all. The Soul of Man has its En- 
cumbrances in Original Corruption; but it 
can outgrow-and work em off in time toa 
good degree of Eaſe and Lightſomneſs, in 
the Strength of Divine Grace and its own 


Endeavours. And if we will but thus 
make the beſt of our broken Fortunes, we 
may become as great as we pleaſe in ano- - 
ther Life, The moſt ſullied Tranſcript of 


the Divine Perfections, as well as the frft 
bright Copy, has a fair Turn to ſhine in 


Glory. As we have born the Image of the 
nage 


earthy (Adam) * bear the 
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#42 What Thivghti and Contact. 
Ef the heaverily: And when this bleſſod 
= Change s, (O:that it were alredy 
come I) and Death is ſwallow up in V- 
#ory, twill then be pleaſant to look back 
upon the Breaches of Humanity, (now 
made up again) as Foils to all our Glory, 
*twilt then make a new Heaven in Hea- 
ren it ſelf to recolleft how we got thi- 
But while we ate conternpl emplating the 
df et 


Conſtquenees of & recovered In- 
nocence, or what is accepted for Inno- 
ence, a ſincere Endeavour againſt Sin and 
Frailty, let us not forget the dite ones of 
1 _ Im , —— | Ag — 1 
not think that Goa juſtifies the U 5 
that is, fuch as till continue ſo. S0 2 
om that, that he threatens em with 
Death, ſuch a Death as no leſs ſurpaſſes 

the Penalty of the firſt Covenant, than 
the Life promis'd under the ſecond does 
the Recompences of the ſame Covenant. 
This ts the great Condemnition : Salvati- 
en is provided for Sinners and they will 
not be ſaved, will not believe in the Name 
of the only begotten Son of God by which 
they alght be faved ? To trample under 
donde pb s, and kick againſt his 
| Bowels of Compaſſion: To dv ae/dight to 
the Spirit of Graces, and turn out backs ” 
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nor be gulfty of, and Adam 


wn mot g and if his Ghifaren' fould, T 
tremble: +6 think what an Hell will be 


Kind led ſor them. Alas! while they ſtreteht 


themſelves on the Ground, and-wallow in 

the Mire, de nor envugh to fay, Adam laid 

vm theres Sinee they have a RANDY 2 
h 


gainſt the Effects df his Sin, in the Blef 5: 
of the 3 againſt the Example of 
his Sin in xample of his Puniſhment, 
yea, and, as tis charitably believ'd;. in 
that of his Converſion. Excellent to this 
urpoſe is that Remark of Terrulllan; * 


ner, I cannot eaſily be ſilent concerning Re- 
pentance, for that I find it preach'd and re- 
commended to all Paſterity by our firſt: Pa- 
rent Adam, as that which he found by. _—_ 


rience to have been the only Expedient of re-- 


ftoring him back to Paradiſe, (that is, of 
bringing him to ſuch à State as was more 


than an 'Equivitent of Paradiſe) after he 
bad ſinned againſt God. *Tis not enough to 
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* Cum ipſe omnium Notarum ſim peccator 


& nulli rei natus niſi Pœnitentiæ, non facile 


poſſum ſuper illa tacere quam ipſe & ſtirpis 
humanæ & offenſe in Dominum prineeps A- 


dam exomologeſi reftitutus in Paradiſum ſus - 


um non tacet. 5 
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F244 Wha made 04 cad 
| ſay neither that it 5s Clift that died, yea, 
|. rather that is riſen agaim Twere bet 
ter he had not died, it they do not alfp die 
unto Sin, and, riſe again unto Righteous 

neſs. For otherwiſe he loſes the very end 

of Wr 
ings. And let any body judge whether 
; defeated Mercy, prevotd - Goadnefs, is 


not like to be the ſevereſt Attribute in the 
Godhead. But we will not make thedan- 
gerous Experiment. We had much rather 
Mere ſhou d rejoyce againſt Judgment. We 
with well to the Prediction of our crucifi- 
ed Saviour, He. ſball ſee of the Trauail of 
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ERRATA. 


ge 9. line 3. for degarding read degrad- 
ing. p. 37. for Propreety r. Proſperiny. p. 
44. for Words r. Worlds. p. 112. for profeſs'd 
r. poſſeſs d. p. 224. for ſincere r. ſerene, p. 
237. inſert the Words, of the Creation, after 
the Word, Part, p. 236. for yet r. that. 
Page 10. and elſewhere in the Margin, for 
Biſhop Bull's Serm. read Diſcourſes, | 
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